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MINUTES 
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on Tuesday, June 21, 2022, 
at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting was held at the Commissioners' Meeting Room, Burke County 
Services Building, 110 N. Green Street, Entrance E, in Morganton, N.C. The agenda, in its 
entirety, was posted to the County’s website, www.burkenc.org, several days prior to the 
meeting as usual. Both Burke County and the state of North Carolina had previously declared a 
state of emergency which was ongoing as of this date due to the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
Those present were: 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Scott Mulwee, Chairman  
Johnnie W. Carswell, Vice Chairman 
Wayne F. Abele, Sr.  
Jeffrey C. Brittain  
Maynard M. Taylor 

STAFF PRESENT: Bryan Steen, County Manager 
Margaret Pierce, Deputy County Manager/Finance Director 
J.R. Simpson, II, County Attorney  
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, Clerk to the Board 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Mulwee called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION 
Rev. Dr. Wayne A. Johnson, Sr., Shiloh AME Church, delivered the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
County Attorney, J.R. Simpson, II, led the pledge of allegiance to the American flag. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion: To approve the agenda as presented including a technical correction to 
Consent Item No. 2, Resolution Updating Plat Review Officer for Rutherford College. 
The name of the planner was updated to Scott Berson.   
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion: To approve the minutes of the February 3, 2022 (regular budget retreat -
day 1) meeting as written.  
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
AS - PET OF THE MONTH  
Animal Services Director, Kaitlin Settlemre, presented dogs, Paisley and Halo, and a cat, 
Murphy, in need of their “furever” homes. She also reviewed the “Dogs Day Out Program” and 
stated the need for fosters, adopters and advised that adoption fees have been reduced to 
relieve overcrowding. She also responded to questions from the Board and Chairman Mulwee 
encouraged citizens to spay or neuter their pets. 
 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN.   
 
GENERAL SERVICES - PRESENTATION OF DESIGNS FOR JONAS RIDGE AND EAST 
BURKE CONVENIENCE SITES  
General Services Director, Mark Delehant, presented design layouts for the new convenience 
sites to replace the ones located at Jonas Ridge and East Burke as follows: 

Jonas Ridge was constructed in 1993 and East Burke dates back to 1987. Waste 
Management has changed a lot since that time, primarily due to the public’s 
interest in recycling and the Statewide landfill bans which prohibit the disposal of 
certain materials in landfills. The list of materials that are now banned from 
being landfilled includes:  yard waste, white goods, aluminum cans, plastic 
bottles, whole scrap tires, lead-acid batteries, electronics, antifreeze, used oil, 
and pallets. The challenge is to offer recycling opportunities to our citizens in the 
most cost-effective way possible. In addition to reducing the transport cost, I 
wanted a design that was easy for our staff to manage and easy for our citizens 
to use. I believe this general design archives that.  As you will see, the basic 
components of both sites are very similar. Both are designed to allow for a drive-
through visit, and both are set up in such a way to make recycling easier to use 

and manage.  
 

This slide shows the overall layout of the 
Jonas Ridge site with the primary entrance 
lining up with the entrance to Gingercake 
Acers. Everything outside of the paved 
driveway is, although not part of this 
project, was considered as we looked at 
placement of the convenience site. We 

have asked that the well and septic be 
sized to accommodate the future 
community center as well. As you look at 
the next slide you can see the stormwater 
retainage areas and the site itself. We 
have placed the site attendant building so 
that the attendant can have a good view 
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of folks entering and using the sites facilities. 
The site attendant building will include a 
small office area, a small counter / kitchenet 
area, and an ADA accessible restroom.  

Next to the attendant building we will have a 
special waste area like the one in this photo. 

The traffic flow through the site will allow 
citizens to stop and drop off their household 
waste and then drive forward to the dule 

stream recycling 
compactor and 
deposit 
recyclables such as plastic bottles, mixed paper, 
aluminum and tin cans. Clear and easy to understand 
signage with pictures is an important component to 
educate the public as to not only what goes where 
but also what is NOT allowed.  

This slide shows the overall site plan for East Burke and includes the footprint of 
what we hope one day will be the water sewer office with the existing water 

sewer maintenance facility behind it. A large part 
of the site development cost includes the turn lane 
that will be needed at the entrance / exit which 
will serve as the entrance for the other facilities 
planned for that property. 

 Like the Jonas Ridge site, the design allows for a 
drive through 
visit with much 

of the same components.  However, at this 
site, we will have three compactors side by 
side with the one in the middle being used for 
dual stream recycling. If the site visitor has 
both household trash and recyclables, they 
would use the lane between the two boxes 
and if they only had household trash, then they would use one of the outside 
lanes. 

This is a difficult time to project construction costs, but a safe, “Not to Exceed”, 
number for the Jonas Ridge site would be $1.1 million, and $1.5 million for the 
East Burke site. Design services for the Jonas Ridge site were provided by McGill 
and West Consultants has assisted us with the East Burke location. 

 
Mr. Delehant and Alan Glines, Deputy Co. Manager/Planning Director, responded to a variety of 
questions from the Board. In response to an inquiry from Commissioner Brittain, County 
Manager Steen advised that today’s report is for information, and he reviewed a tentative 
timeline for bidding both projects.  
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RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 
BOC - RECOGNITION OF THE HEALTH DEPT. FOR RECEIVING THE RONALD H. 
LEVINE LEGACY AWARD  
Vice Chairman Carswell reported Danny Scalise, Local Health Director, was awarded the 2022 
Ron H. Levine Public Health Award at the annual North Carolina Public Health Leader’s 

Conference on May 19th. The Ron Levine Legacy Award 
is a prestigious award named for former North Carolina 
State Health director Dr. Ron Levine. Since 2004, 28 
individuals have been similarly honored for their 
distinguished efforts to improve North Carolina’s public 
health system, expand the scope or capacity of public 
health services, or build new and lasting partnerships.  
 
Vice Chairman Carswell (right) asked Director Scalise 
(middle) and Board of Health Chairman, Isaac Crouse, 
(left) to take a commemorative photo.   
 

The Board along with Chairman Crouse congratulated Mr. Scalise on his impressive 
accomplishment and he received a round of applause from the audience.   
 
RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN.  

 
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
COUNTY MANAGER - ADOPTION OF FY 22-23 BUDGET AND PUBLIC HEARING - 6:00 
P.M.  
The County Manager presented the recommended budget for FY 2022-2023 to the Board of 
Commissioners on Tuesday, May 17, 2022, with a continued tax rate of 69.5 cents per $100 
valuation.  A copy of the recommended budget was filed in the office of the Clerk to the Board 
that day and was available for public inspection on the County’s website, www.burkenc.org, 
libraries and senior centers.  Budget meetings were held on May 19th and May 27th and changes 
requested by the Board were incorporated into the budget document.  A public hearing on the 
recommended budget is required.  
 
Chairman Mulwee opened the floor for comments or questions from the Board.  Commissioner 
Taylor distributed a document about the importance of keeping scores and compared the FY 
22-23 budget to an old movie entitled, The Good, The Bad and The Ugly.   
 
At 6:40 p.m., Chairman Mulwee opened the public hearing.  The Public Hearing Notice was 
published on June 9, 2022, in the News Herald and it was also posted on the County’s website, 
www.burkenc.org.  There was no one present to address the Board; therefore, Chairman 
Mulwee closed the public hearing and called for a vote.  

 
Motion: To adopt the FY 22-23 Budget Ordinance (No. 2022-03) as presented and to 
approve a Memorandum of Agreement between Burke County and the Burke County 
Board of Education for FY 22-23.  
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Johnnie W. Carswell, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor  
 
Motion:  To recuse Commissioner Brittain from the discussion and vote concerning 
the funding and contract for Burke Development Inc. 
RESULT: APPROVED [4-0] 
MOVER: Johnnie W. Carswell, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr. and Maynard M. Taylor 
RECUSED: Jeffrey C. Brittain 

 
Motion:  To approve funding in the amount of $318,000 for BDI (Burke Development 
Inc.) and to approve the related contract between Burke County and BDI for FY 22-
23 pursuant to NCGS 153A-499 and 159-40 and in accordance with SL 2021-191.  
RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 0] 
MOVER: Johnnie W. Carswell, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., and Maynard M. 

Taylor 
RECUSED: Jeffrey C. Brittain 

 
Motion:  To authorize the County Manager to execute the contract between Burke 
County and BDI on behalf of the Board. 
RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 0] 
MOVER: Johnnie W. Carswell, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., and Maynard M. 

Taylor 
RECUSED: Jeffrey C. Brittain 

 
Motion:  To instruct the Deputy Co. Mgr./Finance Director to provide $318,000 for 
BDI in the FY 22-23 budget pursuant hereto.  
RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 0] 
MOVER: Johnnie W. Carswell, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., and Maynard M. 

Taylor 
RECUSED: Jeffrey C. Brittain 

 
Motion:  To appoint Commissioner Brittain as the temporary chairman for the VEDIC 
(Valdese Economic Development Investment Corporation) series of motions.  
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Scott Mulwee, Chairman 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor  
 
Motion:  To recuse Chairman Mulwee and Vice Chairman Carswell from the 
discussion and vote concerning the funding and contract for VEDIC.  
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RESULT: APPROVED [3 TO 0] 
MOVER: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Commissioner / Temporary Chairman 
AYES: Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and Maynard M. Taylor 
RECUSED: Scott Mulwee and Johnnie W. Carswell 

 
Motion:  To approve funding in the amount of $10,000 for VEDIC, and to approve 
the related contract between Burke Co. and VEDIC for FY 22-23 pursuant to NCGS 
153A-449 and NCGS 159-40 and in accordance with SL 2021-191. 
RESULT: APPROVED [3 TO 0] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and Maynard M. Taylor 
RECUSED: Scott Mulwee and Johnnie W. Carswell 

 
Motion:  To authorize the County Manager to execute the contract between Burke 
Co. and VEDIC on behalf of the Board.  
RESULT: APPROVED [3 TO 0] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and Maynard M. Taylor 
RECUSED: Scott Mulwee and Johnnie W. Carswell 

 
Motion:  To instruct the Deputy County Manager/Finance Director to provide 
$10,000 for VEDIC in the FY 22-23 budget pursuant hereto.  
RESULT: APPROVED [3 TO 0] 
MOVER: Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Commissioner 
AYES: Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and Maynard M. Taylor 
RECUSED: Scott Mulwee and Johnnie W. Carswell 

 
Commissioner Brittain relinquished his role as the temporary chairman and Commissioner 
Mulwee served as Chairman for the remainder of the meeting.  
 
Motion: To authorize the County Manager to execute contracts with all other 
nonprofit corporations (IRC 501c-3) that receive funding in the FY 22-23 budget in 
accordance with NCGS 153A-449 and 159-40.  
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
Ord. No. 2022-03 reads as follows: 
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INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
At 6:47 p.m., Chairman Mulwee opened the floor for informal public comments and reminded 
speakers to keep their comments to three (3) minutes. There were seven (7) people who 
signed up to address the Board.  
 
Melanie Miller of Browning View Road presented the following statement: 

Good afternoon. My name is Melanie Miller. My family and I reside at 1870 
Browning View Road. I am the wife of a public safety sergeant, mom of two and 
a special education teacher for North Carolina Virtual Academy. In an effort to 
alleviate childcare costs, I chose to begin teaching virtually. We knew this would 
be a challenge since we did not have access to high-speed internet during the 
shutdown in 2020, however we also knew that the time with our children 
couldn’t be replaced. With this in mind, I took the leap and opted to begin 
working from home. We began spending $240/month for satellite internet that 
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didn’t meet my needs and I had to begin commuting 5 miles down the road to 
have access to high-speed internet. Next school year, my daughter will be in 
kindergarten, and we have chosen for her to attend NCVA as well. In light of 
recent school shootings and my husband’s night shift schedule, completing 
school at home for Caroline is the best fit for our family. The one obstacle we, 
and many others around us, are facing is our internet access. We paid out of our 
Viasat contract and are relying on a Jetpack with Verizon that is often unreliable 
and incapable of providing the bandwidth we need. After speaking with a 
representative for Senator Daniels, I was informed that Burke County is 
considered a Tier 1 county in respect to the RDOF federal grant. I have spoken 
with two different people with Charter and have not received definitive answers 
as to when service would be brought to our area. We are surrounded by 
agriculture, local businesses and individual family units that would greatly benefit 
from high-speed internet; especially if we are faced with another shutdown like 
2020. I am addressing you today to ask for assistance in expediting the process 
and encouraging the organizations approved on the grant to begin using the 
funds at their disposal to bring high speed internet to the residents of Browning 
View/Pea Ridge/Fish Hatchery area. 
 

Rev. Marshal Jolley of King Street in Morganton addressed the removal of the Confederate 
Monument from the courthouse square and identified numerous cities where similar monuments 
have been removed from public spaces.  
 
Karen Brazinski of Parkland Street in Morganton addressed the negative symbolism associated 
with the Confederate Monument on the courthouse square and encouraged the Board to have a 
dialog with citizens on this issue.  
 
Jo Curtis of Morganton spoke about visiting the courthouse as a child when there were separate 
restrooms and water fountains for white women and colored women which were removed 
during the civil rights movement. She said the statute is an affront to our democracy and must 
be taken down. Now that we know better, we must do better.  
 
Sam Avery of Morganton asked why they cannot have a dialog about issues like the 
Confederate Monument that divide our community. He said the Board has been asked 
numerous of times to participate, but they have never received a response.  He then spoke of 
courage, leadership and how open communication is the first step in getting to know your 
neighbors and fostering goodwill.  
 
Denise Bishop a resident of northwestern Burke County, spoke about how her community was 
suddenly left without internet and telephone services thanks to corporate profiteering. She 
addressed her husband’s medical issues and her urgent need for a working telephone at an 
affordable price. She advised that wealthy neighborhoods within five miles in either direction of 
her home have internet/telephone services as well as both campgrounds at Lake James.  She 
asked the Board for their assistance and to pursue all broadband grant funding.  
 
John Hamer, a resident of northwestern Burke County, also spoke about how his community 
was suddenly left without internet and telephone services thanks to corporate profiteering.  He 
requested assistance for himself and the whole community.  
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With there being no other speakers, Chairman Mulwee closed that portion of the meeting.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
At the Chairman’s request, County Manager Steen reviewed the items on the consent agenda.  
 
CLERK - APPOINTMENT TO CPCFPT  
This is a request to appoint Brandi Tolbert to the Child Protection Child Fatality Prevention 
Team to fill vacant Seat No. 7 with a term ending April 30, 2024.  Ms. Tolbert is not a county 
resident and as such, an exemption to the residency provision of the Code of Ordinances is also 
requested.  
 
Motion:  To appoint Brandi Tolbert to the Child Protection Child Fatality Prevention 
Team, Seat No. 7, at-large, to complete the remainder of a term ending April 30, 
2024, and approve a residency exception to Section 2-88 of the Code of Ordinances.    
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
CLERK - RESOLUTION UPDATING PLAT REVIEW OFFICER FOR RUTHERFORD 
COLLEGE  
The following resolution updates the plat review officer for the Town of Rutherford College. 
 
Motion:  To adopt Resolution No. 2022-08. 
RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
Res. No. 2022-08 reads as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION UPDATING PLAT REVIEW OFFICERS 
 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina General Statutes (GS 47-30.2) requires the board of 
commissioners in each county, by resolution, to appoint persons to serve as Plat Review 
Officers to review each plat before it is presented to the register of deeds for recording and 
certify that it meets the statutory requirements for recording; and  
 
WHEREAS, Kenneth Geathers, Jr. is listed as the current plat review officer for the Town of 
Rutherford; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town has formally requested that Mr. Geathers be removed from the list of Plat 
Review Officers for the Town and that Scott Berson, a planner with the Western Piedmont 
Council of Governments, be added to the list of plat review officers for the Town of Rutherford 
College. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Burke County Board of Commissioners appoint 
Scott Berson, planner with the Western Piedmont Council of Governments, as the Plat Review 
Officer for the Town of Rutherford College.  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution designating the Plat Review Officer be 
recorded in the Burke County Register of Deeds Office and indexed in the name of the Review 
Officers. 
 
 Adopted this 21st day of June 2022. 
 
 /s/: Scott Mulwee 
 Scott Mulwee, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
FINANCE - FY 22-23 GENERAL LIABILITY/WORKER'S COMP INSURANCE RENEWAL  
Insurance for property, general liability and worker's compensation is provided through the NC 
Association of County Commissioners Risk Pools. Vehicle, equipment, and crime insurance is 
proposed with a $1,000 deductible with all other coverage on property and liability proposed 
with a $5,000 deductible. No excess liability coverage is recommended. Worker's compensation 
insurance is proposed to continue with the $350,000 deductible. Renewal cost for the general 
liability and property insurance is $564,263 less credits for multiple policies and using varying 
deductibles. Worker's compensation renewal cost is $237,686 plus claims.  These amounts are 
an overall increase of $38,119 or 5% from FY 21-22. Funds for these contracts are included in 
the FY 22-23 recommended budget. 
 
Motion: To approve renewals in the amounts of $564,263 and $237,686 less 
applicable credits for insurance on property, general liability, and worker's 
compensation with the NCACC risk pools. Authorize the County Manager to execute 
the proposals on behalf of the Board. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
GENERAL SERVICES - RENEWAL OF JANITORIAL SERVICE CONTRACT  
The annual contract for janitorial services expires June 30, 2022.  The renewal contract is for 3 
years with an option to increase pricing the 2nd and 3rd year.  
 
Motion:  To approve a contract for janitorial services between Burke County and 
Patton Cleaning Company, Inc., subject to review and/or revision by the County 
Attorney. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
GENERAL SERVICES - LABELLA ASSOCIATES ANNUAL SERVICES FY22-23  
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Burke County has operated a Construction and Demolition (C&D) landfill at the John's River 
Waste Management Facility since 1998. The operation of a C&D landfill comes with State 
requirements for monitoring and reporting. These services are necessary to continue the 
operation of the landfill. The services are provided on an annual basis by LaBella Associates.  
Additional work required by the State includes quarterly landfill gas monitoring at Johns River, 
East Burke and Kirksey Drive Landfills; and design of Landfill Gas remediation at East 
Burke/Kirksey Dr. Landfills.  A contract is needed to perform the engineering tasks required by 
NCDEQ Division of Waste Management. The proposed contract is provided for review.  (Note: 
Contracts over $90,000 require Board approval.) Funding for this expenditure is included in the 
FY 22-23 budget.   
 
Task 01 - General Consulting (estimated) $ 25,000 
Task 02 - Semiannual Water Quality Sampling & Analysis (fixed) $ 71,000 
Task 03 - Semiannual Water Quality Reporting (fixed) $ 28,000 
Task 04 - Quarterly Landfill Gas Monitoring (fixed) $   9,500 
Task 05 - Landfill Gas Extraction System O&M (fixed) $   6,000 
Task 06 - Landfill Gas Remediation for East Burke and Kirksey Drive $ 30,000 
 Landfills (estimated) 
Task 07 - Annual SWPPP Training and Review (fixed)    $   5,000 
Task 08 - Ongoing CQA for Johns River Phase 4 Construction (estimated)  $ 15,000 
 
Total of proposed tasks $189,500 
 
Motion: To approve a contract with LaBella Associates for $189,500, subject to 
review and/or revision by the County Attorney and authorize the County Manager to 
execute the contract on behalf of the Board.  
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
JCPC – REMOVALS, REAPPOINTMENTS AND APPOINTMENTS TO THE JUVENILE 
CRIME PREVENTION COUNCIL  
The Juvenile Crime Prevention Council plans for the needs of adjudicated and at-risk youth and 
assesses the need for delinquency treatment and prevention services in Burke County.  As 
indicated in the following roster, the terms of appointment for several members on the Juvenile 
Crime Prevention Council end June 30 and some members are interested in being considered 
for reappointment, some do not.   
 
The Council requests the reappointment of: 
Seat # 1: School Superintendent or Designee, Sara LeCroy 
Seat # 6:  Mental Health, Katie Varnadoe  
Seat # 9:   Substance Abuse Professional, Joseph Martinez 
Seat # 14: Juvenile Def. Attorney, Brooke Mills 
 
The Council requests the appointment of: 
Seat # 4:  District Attorney or Designee, Ally Mashburn to replace Stephanie Renzelman 
Seat # 15:  Chief District Court Judge or Designee, Brandi Tolbert to replace Judge Smith 
Seat # 21: At-large, Jeffrey Beck to replace David Bridges 
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Seat # 24:  At-large, Chris Norman to replace Brandon Collins  
 
The Council requests the removal of:  
Seat #12:   Student < 18, Willow Conrad (Attendance) 
Seat # 18: United Way, Tayler Hyatt (Relocation) 
Seat # 19: Parks & Recreation, Doug Knight (Retirement) 
 
Exceptions to Sec. 2-88 (a & e, membership requirements:  residency and length of service) of 
the Code of Ordinances are requested as needed.  
 
Motions:  To remove the following members from the JCPC roster and thank them 
for their service to the community: 
Seat #12:   Student < 18, Willow Conrad (Attendance) 
Seat # 18: United Way, Tayler Hyatt (Relocation) 
Seat # 19: Parks & Recreation, Doug Knight (Retirement) 
 
To reappoint the following members to the JCPC for two (2) year terms ending June 
30, 2024:   
Seat # 1: School Superintendent or Designee, Sara LeCroy 
Seat # 6:  Mental Health, Katie Varnadoe  
Seat # 9:   Substance Abuse Professional, Joseph Martinez 
Seat # 14: Juvenile Def. Attorney, Brooke Mills  
 
To appoint the following members to the JCPC for two (2) year terms ending June 
30, 2024: 
Seat # 4:  District Attorney or Designee, Ally Mashburn  
Seat # 15:  Chief District Court Judge or Designee, Brandi Tolbert  
Seat # 21: At-large, Jeffrey Beck  
Seat # 24: At-large, Chris Norman  
 
To approve exceptions to Sec. 2-88 (a & e, membership requirements:  residency 
and length of service) of the Code of Ordinances are requested if needed. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
ROD - MATCHING FUNDS FOR ROD GRANT PROGRAM  
Funds were appropriated by the North Carolina General Assembly under Section 24.2 of the 
Current Operations Appropriations Act of 2021 (SL2021-180) to Register of Deeds offices. Funds 
must be used for the preservation of historic records and files. The maximum grant amount 
each office may receive in the first round of funding is $2,000 with 100% local match for the 
grant funds. Additional funds shall be disbursed in a second round of applications based on 
availability of funds. The Burke County Register of Deeds applied for this grant on 4/27/2022 
and requested to be considered for any additional funds should they become available. The 
Burke County Register of Deeds intends to use the grant money for restoration and 
preservation of two (2) volumes of historic marriage licenses dated 1866-1873 and 1874-1877. 
These vital records are currently housed in a banker’s box and are in need of deacidification and 
significant restoration to prevent further deterioration of these records and to ensure that we 
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are able to provide a durable and sustainable permanent record of these important vital 
records.  
 
Motion:  To appropriate up to $2,000 of General Fund, Fund Balance for the Register 
of Deeds Grant Application, pending a grant award. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
TAX DEPT. - TAX COLLECTION REPORT FOR MAY 2022  
The Board of Commissioners is presented with the Tax Collection Report for the period between 
July 1, 2021, and May 31, 2022.  This reflects the status of collections by the Burke County Tax 
Collection’s Staff.  This information is a supplement to the Annual Settlement Report. 
 

Category Annual Budget Amount Collected 
YTD 

% 
Collected 

Balance to Collect 

Property Tax $45,000,000.00 $45,547,027.25 101.22% ($547,027.25) 
Motor Vehicle Tax $5,200,000.00 $5,169,170.21 99.41% $30,829.79 
Current Year Taxes $50,200,000.00 $50,716,197.46 101.03% ($516,197.46) 
Delinquent Taxes $700,000.00 $740,635.33 105.85% ($40,965.33) 
Late List Penalty $315,000.00 $375,204.89 119.11% ($60,204.89) 

 
The Tax Levy is the total property tax value not including motor vehicles times the tax rate. 
This amount changes monthly with the addition of discoveries, other changes, or corrections, 
and when Public Utility Values are added, typically during September.  
 

Category Tax Levy Amount Collected 
YTD 

% 
Collected 

Balance to Collect 

Property Tax $46,298,001.00 $45,547,027.25 98.38% $750,973.41 
 
Motion:  To accept the Tax Collection Report for May 2022 as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
TAX DEPT. - RELEASE REFUND REPORT FOR MAY 2022  
Releases in value and/or refunds of taxes typically occur when: 

 Taxpayers submit information that creates a reduction in value.  
 Situs is corrected between counties and/or municipalities. 
 Valuation appeals reduce the value for real or personal property. 
 The postmark reveals a payment was timely sent. 

 
The Board of Commissioners is presented with the following list of releases and refunds for 
consideration.  The Net Release is a result of the Report Amount minus the Rebilled Amount. 
 

Tax System Refunds and Releases 
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 Report 
Amount 

Rebilled  
Amount 

Net 
Release 

Refund 
Amount 

Releases (TR-304) 1,935.57 0.00 1,935.57 0.00 
 

VTS Refunds Over $100 
 Refund Amount 
VTS Adjustments 282.90 

  
*Note: The net loss amount is a result of the report amount minus the rebilled amount.   
 

 
 

 
 
Motion:  To approve the Tax Releases and Refunds for May 2022 as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 
COMM. DEV. - ABATEMENT & DEMOLITION ORDER 7901 HOUSTON AVE.  
Steve Holden, Chief Building Inspector, presented the following request: 
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The Burke County Community Development Department is requesting approval 
of an abatement and demolition order from the Board of Commissioners for 
removal, demolition, cleanup, and disposal of a burned home/ structure located 
at 7901 Houston Ave. The abatement and demolition order would include the 
demolition and waste removal of all construction materials associated with the 
burned home/structure. Community Development is requesting approval from 
the Commissioners to carry out the order, remove the violation, and resolve this 
nuisance item from the community. The situation and location were first reported 
to Community Development on February 1, 2022, from Robert Bishop, Burke 
County Fire Marshal’s Office. Mr. Bishop stated that the Burke County Fire 
Marshal responded to a home/structure fire at the listed address. The owner of 
the home, David R. Parker, along with several other individuals were displaced 
because of the fire damage. The home/structure was badly damaged, and it was 
deemed by the Chief Burke County Building Inspector, Steven Holden, to be 
UNSAFE and was posted the same day. The condemnation of the home/structure 
was started, and a NOTICE OF HEARING was mailed to the owner. The hearing 
occurred on February 14, 2022. Two different options were offered within a 
sixty-day window: 1. Repair the structure to make it habitable, or 2. Demolish 
the structure.   The deadline date of April 15, 2022 was based on the hearing 
date. On April 20, 2022, an inspection from Community Development Code 
Enforcement staff determined neither remedy had occurred. Staff feels that this 
property will suffer more damage from vandalism, weather, and neglect. Since 
the fire, the neighbors have reported an increase of unknown individuals in the 
area. A camping tent has been erected on the property and it is believed these 
individuals are living in said tent. Numerous calls for service have been made to 
law enforcement to check on these individuals and to identify them. As a result 
of these concerns, some of these individuals have been arrested and/or charged 
with crimes. This location has become a nuisance to the neighborhood and is an 
eyesore to the community being so close to several public schools. The total cost 
for removal or demolition of the home/ structure is unknown at this time. If 
approved by the Board, bids would be sought with multiple demolition 
contractors. The cost for removal shall include all demolition work, solid waste 
removals, and cleanup for the parcel lot. 

This space is intentionally left blank. 
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Chairman Mulwee opened the floor for questions or comments from the Board. Chief Holden 
reponded to a question from Commissioner Taylor. 
 
Motion: To uphold the condemnation ruling for the burned home/ structure and 
authorize up to $20,000.00 of Fund Balance from the General Fund for the 
Community Development Department to remove the violations and nuisance from 
the property located at 7901 Houston Ave. (Pin # 2762952018). Further, authorize 
the County Manager to execute the demolition contract on behalf of the Board, 
subject to review and/or revision by the County Attorney. Any direct costs, via 
cleanup, demolition, or removal will be placed within a property lien by the County 
Attorney and recorded within the Register of Deeds Office.  
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Johnnie W. Carswell, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
COMM. DEV. - ABATEMENT & DEMOLITION 2581 RAINTREE ST.  
Steve Holden, Chief Building Inspector, presented the following request: 

 
The Burke County Community Development Department is requesting approval 
of an abatement and demolition order from the Board of Commissioners for 
removal, demolition, cleanup, and disposal of a burned home/ structure located 
at 2581 Raintree St. The abatement and demolition order would include the 
demolition and waste removal of all construction materials associated with the 
burned home/ structure. Community Development is requesting approval from 
the Commissioners to carry out the order, remove the violation, and resolve this 
nuisance item from the community. The situation and location were first reported 
to the Community Development office on December 6, 2021, from the Burke 
County Fire Marshal’s Office, Fire Inspector Matthew Chapman. Inspector 
Chapman stated that the Burke County Fire Marshal responded to a home/ 
structure fire at the listed address. The owner of the home, Jimmy H. Smith, had 
been deceased for some time and the home was vacant. The home was badly 
damaged, and upon review of the Chief Burke County Building Inspector, Steven 
Holden, was deemed that the home/ structure was UNSAFE and posted the same 
day. The condemnation process for the home was started, and a NOTICE OF 
HEARING was mailed to the owner, which was returned unclaimed. The required 
Condemnation Hearing was held at Burke County offices on January 1, 2022. At 
the hearing, no one attended, but normal options were considered for either 
completion of repairs to make the structure habitable or demolish the structure 
from the site. Thirty (30) days was provided to locate family or a responsible 
party. The Burke County Tax Department assisted and indicated that the 
property was under tax foreclosure and provided contact information for an 
attorney’s office covering the matter. The attorney related that the property 
disposition should be decided on in February to demolish or to sell as is.   
On March 11, 2022, an inspection from Community Development Code 
Enforcement staff determined no remedy had occurred. Communication was 
made with an insurance adjustor for the property who stated it would be 
demolished on February 15, 2022. As of April 22, 2022, the home/structure still 
remains on the property. Since the fire, the neighbors have noticed an increase 
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of unknown subjects in the area. Numerous calls for service have been made to 
law enforcement to check on these individuals and to identify them. Some of 
these individuals have been arrested and/or charged with crimes. The total cost 
for removal or demolition of the home/ structure is unknown currently. If 
approved by this Board, bids would be sought with multiple demolition 
contractors. The cost for removal shall include all demolition work, solid waste 
removal, and cleanup for the parcel lot. 
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Chief Holden also reported the Community Development department recently learned that this 
property was submitted to the tax attorney for foreclosure, the value of the property is 
$111,618 and no progress on abatement has occurred.  Commissioner Taylor advised that he 
visited the property, there is more fire damage than the photos show and that he attempted to 
contact the owner’s daughter, but no one came to the door when he knocked.  
 
Motion: To uphold the condemnation ruling for the burned home/ structure and 
authorize up to $20,000.00 of Fund Balance from the General Fund for Code 
Enforcement to remove the violations and nuisance from the property located at 
2581 Raintree St. (Pin # 2773242330). Further, authorize the County Manager to 
execute the demolition contract on behalf of the Board, subject to review and/or 
revision by the County. Any direct costs, via cleanup, demolition, or removal will be 
placed within a property lien by the County Attorney and recorded within the 
Register of Deeds Office.  
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
CLERK - APPOINTMENT TO WPCC BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
Clerk Draughn reported the Western Piedmont Community College Board of Trustees is a 12-
member board.  Four (4) members are appointed by the County.  Seat No. 2 is occupied by Rod 
Harrelson whose term ends June 30, 2022.  Mr. Harrelson is seeking reappointment.  An 
application was also received from Ryan Morgan.  
 
Chairman Mulwee advised that Mr. Harrelson is the Vice Chair of the Trustees and is a very 
active member.  Commissioner Taylor moved to reappoint Mr. Harrelson.  Chairman Mulwee 
opened the floor for other nominations, but none were submitted.  
 
Motion:  To reappoint Rod Harrelson to the Western Piedmont Community College 
Board of Trustees, Seat No. 2, for a 4-year term ending June 30, 2026.  
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
TAX - AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT TO CONDUCT REAPPRAISAL REVIEWS  
John Bridgers, Tax Administrator, reported the Tax Office has been working with Pearson's 
Appraisal Services Incorporated as part of the revaluation of property effective January 1, 2023. 
Originally, a full list and measure of all residential properties was proposed and contracted. As 
work progressed, it was determined that alternate services would be less costly and provide the 
appropriate information for the County to conduct the revaluation. The amendment proposed to 
the contract would allow Pearson to assist with the commercial and industrial valuations. With 
the recent retirement of two (2) key Tax staff members, this assistance will be critical. Cost for 
the commercial and industrial reviews will be $60 per parcel. Cost for analysis of the balance of 
the residential and vacant land parcels will be $4.10 per parcel. The full list and measure by 
Pearson's will cease and this process will be addressed by County staff.  
 
Margaret Pierce, Deputy County Manager/Finance Director, responded to questions from 
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Commissioner Taylor regarding the cost of the contract. 
 
Motion:  Authorize the County Manager to execute the amendment to the contract 
for reappraisal on behalf of the Board, subject to review and/or revision by the 
County Attorney. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Johnnie W. Carswell, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 
 
REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
Chairman Mulwee opened the floor for reports and comments from Commissioners and staff. 
 
Margaret Pierce, Deputy County Manager/Finance Director, advised that the budget will be 
posted on the County’s website tomorrow and departments will receive their budgets then too.  
 
County Attorney Simpson highlighted the activities he has performed since the May regular 
meeting.  
 
Clerk Draughn reminded citizens to not leave their children or pets in a hot vehicle and to not 
bring a pet(s) to a fireworks show.    
 
County Manager Steen advised that the county’s telephone system will be down for 
approximately four (4) hours at 5 p.m. on Thursday for an upgrade. However, 911 emergency 
calls will not be affected. 
 
Commissioner Taylor commented on attending the lengthy opening ceremony of NC School of 
Science and Math.  He also attended County Assembly Day.  
 
Vice Chairman Carswell commented on various events he attended since the last meeting and 
mentioned several upcoming out-of-state meetings he will be attending. Further, he spoke 
about what the County Commissioners have done for the past six (6) years to try to address 
broadband issues. He suggested holding a press conference or making a YouTube video to tell 
their side of the story.   
 
Chairman Mulwee stated his intent to begin publishing fireside chats videos on YouTube to 
educate the public on various relevant topics of interest.  The budget will be the topic of the 
first video and Ms. Pierce will be his guest.  He also mentioned several upcoming meetings that 
he plans to attend and commended county staff for their work on the budget. Further, he 
reminded citizens to not litter, to cover their loads to the landfill or to the convenience centers 
and reviewed several upcoming public events that Commissioners may attend as well as 
upcoming Board meetings and a holiday closure.   
 
RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN.  

 
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Clerk Draughn announced the following vacancies on county boards or committees:  
 

• Adult Care & Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee 

374



June 21, 2022 (Regular) 

Page 39 

• BURKE COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
• City of Morganton - Board of Adjustment (ETJ)
• City of Morganton - Planning Board (ETJ)
• Burke Senior Center Advisory Council
• Child Protection & Child Fatality Prevention Team
• East Burke Senior Center Advisory Board
• Burke County Board of Adjustment
• Council on Aging
• Burke County Board of Health
• Partner’s CFAC (Consumer and Family Advisory Committee)
• Animal Advisory Board (At-Large Pet Owner)

Chairman Mulwee encouraged citizens to participate. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 

CLOSED SESSION 
Chairman Mulwee announced that a closed session is needed to discuss threatened or pending 
litigation, to preserve the attorney-client privilege, to discuss economic development matters, to 
discuss contractual matters (land acquisition) and to discuss personnel matters as authorized by 
NCGS 143-318.11(a) (3), (4), (5) and (6). 

Motion:  To go into closed session. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 

Motion: To come out of closed session. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
Chairman Mulwee announced that no action was taken in closed session. Further, he extended 
condolences to the families of former County Commissioners Jim Cates and Martha Hemphill 
who passed away recently.  

ADJOURN 
Motion:  To adjourn at 7:59 p.m. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner 
AYES: Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Jeffrey C. Brittain and 

Maynard M. Taylor 

Approved this 28th day of February 2023. 
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