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MINUTES 
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on Tuesday, January 16, 
2024, at 6:00 p.m. in the County Board Room, Burke Services Building, 110 N. Green Street in 
Morganton, N.C. The meeting was streamed live on the County’s YouTube channel, 
BurkeCountyNC, and it was broadcast on the local cable systems. The agenda, in its entirety, 
was posted to the County’s website, www.burkenc.org, several days prior to the meeting as 
usual. Those present were: 

COMMISSIONERS: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman  
Scott Mulwee, Vice Chairman 
Randy Burns  
Johnnie W. Carswell  
Phil Smith 

STAFF: Brian Epley, County Manager 
Margaret Pierce, Finance Director/Deputy County Manager 
J.R. Simpson, II, County Attorney 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, Clerk to the Board 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Brittain called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION 
Jeff Lovitt, Retired Minister, delivered the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
J.R. Simpson, County Attorney, delivered the Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion: To approve the agenda as present. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion: To approve the meeting minutes of July 18, 2023 (regular), August 15, 2023 
(regular), September 5, 2023 (pre-agenda), and September 8, 2023 (special joint) 
as written. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 
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PRESENTATIONS 
 
AS - PET OF THE MONTH  
Kaitlin Settlemyre, Animal Services Director, presented a dog, Lou, and a cat, Monroe, in need 
of their “furever” home at the regular meeting. She reported that there were 27 dogs at the 
animal shelter. Additionally, she mentioned that during December, the shelter received 212 
animals, out of which 152 were either adopted, transferred to a rescue organization, or reunited 
with their owners. Consequently, the shelter's live release rate for December stood at 88%. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Ms. Settlemyre, responding to a 
question from Commissioner Burns, relayed that there were approximately 20 – 25 cats at the 
shelter.   
 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 
PHM - PARTNERS HEALTH MANAGEMENT FOLLOW UP REPORT  
Dr. Paul Holden, Partners Behavioral Health, responded to questions raised during his 
presentation at the December pre-agenda meeting as well as provided supplemental 
information that was also requested by the Board. The state legislature initially developed six 
(6) public health agencies that dealt with mental health, substance use and intellectual 
disabilities. As of January 1, 2024, that has been downsized to four (4) organizations. Dr. 
Holden emphasized that Partners Health Management (PHM) is like a general contractor that 
works with agencies in the community. The main mission of a Managed Care Organization 
(MCO) is to help keep costs even and predictable. The contracts PHM has with the community 
organizations help to facilitate that goal. Dr. Holden reiterated that PHM does not provide any 
direct services to Medicaid members, rather they have care managers who help to facilitate care 
through the community agencies. To address some of the questions of the Commissioners from 
the December meeting, Dr. Holden provided a handout which is included below. He also 
explained that there are collaborative groups that meet in this community, such as the Burke 
Community Collaborative. This group is comprised of various organizations offering direct 
services, convening monthly to address the challenges encountered by Medicaid members, 
identify service gaps, and explore potential partnerships aimed at enhancing service provision. 
Another notable group is BSAN (Burke Substance Abuse Network), which concentrates solely on 
substance use and addiction recovery efforts. Dr. Holden noted that for Medicaid members, 
there were 231 that sought substance use services in the prior year, of which 33% were for 
opioid use, 25% were for stimulant use, and 19% were for alcohol addiction.  
 
This space is intentionally left blank.  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he opened 
the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 
 
P&R - PARKS AND RECREATION SUBCOMMITTEE REGARDING TRAIL AND PARK 
PROJECTS  
Alan Glines, Community Planning Director / Deputy County Manager, introduced Sarah 
Chabaane, Trail Planner Specialist, who then presented an update on the recently formed Parks 
and Recreation Subcommittee whose focus is on trail and park projects. Highlights of Ms. 
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Chabaane’s presentation were as follows: 
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Information from the agenda packet: 

Parks and trails are aligned with the Board of Commissioners’ Strategic Goals 
of Community Advancement. The County’s robust program of trail and park 
projects are an investment in cultural capital and advancement strategies so 
that Burke County is highly competitive as a place to live, work and play as 
well as making it a community of choice. The subcommittee is made up of 
the following members: Sarah Chabaane, Brian Epley, Alan Glines, Treg 
McGee, Brian Neift, Margaret Pierce, Hugh Sandoe, and Brian Tart. The 
group meets every six (6) weeks to review progress on current projects. Ms. 
Chabaane will give a presentation about several projects across Burke County 
and efforts being coordinated with Burke County’s community partners 
including Duke Energy, Fonta Flora State Trail, Overmountain Victory State 
Trail, Wildlife Resources Commission, NC Department of Transportation and 
other regional partners. The projects featured in her presentation will be 
underway during the next two (2) years. There will be planning work and 
also construction activities for specific sections of the trail and park areas. 
These projects include: 

• Design for Jonas Ridge Cranberry Bog Park is currently in progress, 
including the delineation of wetlands. 

• Construction documents are being prepared for bidding for shared 
sections of Fonta Flora State Trail and Overmountain Victory State 
Trail on the lake's west side. 
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• A highest and best use study is being conducted for the current 
Rhodhiss Road Convenience Site and former landfill property, with 
the new East Burke Convenience Site set to complete construction 
early next year as its replacement. 

• Planning is underway to enhance mountain bike trail experiences at 
Reep Park and Fonta Flora County Park. 

• Construction documents and funding for the Canal Bridge sidewalk 
are being coordinated with Fonta Flora State Trail and 
Overmountain Victory State Trail. 

• The Harris Whisnant Trailhead is currently under construction. 
• Fonta Flora County Park, in collaboration with Duke Energy, is in 

the planning and design phase for new boat launch and county 
park features. 

• Easements are being detailed and planning for trail features and 
Duke Energy's pocket park is underway at Paddy's Creek and 
Linville Dams. 

 
Funding for this project will be sourced from a mix of local, state, and federal 
allocations, supplemented by contributions from partner organizations and 
grants for which the county qualifies. 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Vice Chairman Mulwee discussed 
an opportunity to work with McDowell Community College’s trail program for existing repairs or 
building more trails. Ms. Chabaane responded that collaboration opportunities were in progress. 
There being nothing further, Chairman Brittain opened the floor for a motion.   
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Scott Mulwee, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 
 
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 
 
INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for informal public comments and asked speakers to limit 
their comments to three (3) minutes. 
 
Loch Hoffman stated that in early 2023, prompted by various experiences, he decided to 
relocate to Morganton from Hickory. Despite being an avid reader and retired, he found a lack 
of reading materials at the Burke County Library due to budget constraints. Mr. Hoffman 
attended the Library Board of Trustees meetings but noted a lack of quorum in five (5) out of 
seven (7) meetings. At one of the non-quorum meetings, Mr. Hoffman stated that Director 
Wilson announced plans to spend $20,000 on an off-duty policeman citing staff safety due to 
Morganton street people. He questioned the necessity of this expenditure given Morganton's 
safety record. Mr. Hoffman stated that he went to the library one day to investigate but found 
no evidence of the officer's presence. Mr. Hoffman believes the library should prioritize public 
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benefit over staff concerns and called for improved Library Board of Trustee membership 
attendance as well as service provision. 
 
Jennifer Reep, 5640 Robardajen Woods, spoke about development and the profit such 
undertakings can bring. Ms. Reep spoke against the Great Meadows Megasite development 
project. She cited a few development projects that have been abandoned that now stand 
vacant. Instead of taking on a new development project, she would prefer renovations to occur 
on these abandoned already developed sites.  
 
Carla Kincaid, 1276 NC Highway 126, thanked the Board for allowing her to speak last year and 
extended that gratitude for the new year. She was happy to see the Board attend the MLK 
banquet and then spoke against the presence of the confederate flags as well as the 
confederate monument in the courtyard square. Further, she spoke about her own personal 
acts of protests which began as a young girl when she was mistakenly called a “maid” at a local 
downtown business and, later as an adult, her refusal to attend any events held on the historic 
courthouse square.  
 
Caroline Avery, 115 Riverside Court, Burke Coalition for Reconciliation member, expressed 
appreciation to the Board for their public service and acknowledged the difficulties associated 
with unification. She said she was encouraged to see several Commissioners present at the 
recent MLK banquet. Ms. Avery stated she too desires unification, a principle that was spread by 
MLK. She then spoke out against the confederate monument in the courtyard square since its 
presence is antithetical to the unification of the County.  
 
Ann Chapman, 5909 Old Highway 70 West, spoke against the Great Meadows Megasite. She 
wanted to leave the nature of the property untouched by development. She shared her 
experience of pollutants from the Great Lakes Carbon Plant in Carbon City, NC. Ms. Chapman 
wanted to keep her rural way of life and was concerned about the potential hazards of 
developing the area.  
 
Dudley Greene, 1911 Wall Street, stated there is a dichotomy between Burke County being 
“nature’s playground” and building a giant industrial park at the Great Meadows Megasite near 
the headwaters of the Catawba River. He expressed concern with the safety of the drinking 
water and was upset at Alan Wood, CEO of BDI, for not having a formal Q&A for the public. Mr. 
Greene said he felt as if the funding from the state is evidence of long-term planning that has 
been kept out of the public eye.  He was adamant that facts are being hidden from the public.  
 
Sherry Cavalcante, 1536 US 70 West, spoke in favor of more actively prosecuting animal abuse 
cases. She spoke about dogs that live in untenable conditions on a chain. Ms. Cavalcante felt 
frustrated that there was nothing that could be done to get these animals into better living 
conditions.  
 
There was no one else to address the Board; therefore, Chairman Brittain closed this portion of 
the meeting.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
At the request of the Board, Brian Epley, County Manager, reviewed the following five (5) items 
on the consent agenda, which were approved by a single motion.  
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CLERK - CHANGES TO PLAT REVIEW OFFICERS FOR RUTHERFORD COLLEGE  
The Town of Rutherford College sought the designation of Katelyn Smith as a new plat review 
officer for the Town and requested that Daniel Odom be removed from the list.  
 
Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2024-01. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 
 
Resolution No. 2024-01 reads as follows: 
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 
 

RESOLUTION UPDATING PLAT REVIEW OFFICERS 
 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina General Statutes (GS 47-30.2) requires the board of 
commissioners in each county, by resolution, to appoint persons to serve as Plat Review 
Officers to review each plat before it is presented to the register of deeds for recording and 
certify that it meets the statutory requirements for recording; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Rutherford College, via a written request dated December 4, 2023, 
requests the designation of Katelyn Smith, a planner with the Western Piedmont Council of 
Governments, as a plat review officer for the Town in the place and stead of Daniel Odom; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Burke County Board of Commissioners appoint 
Katelyn Smith as a plat review officer for the Town of Rutherford College in the place and stead 
of Daniel Odom; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution designating the Plat Review Officer be 
recorded in the Burke County Register of Deeds Office and indexed in the name of the Review 
Officers. 
 
 Adopted this 16th day of January 2024. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
CLERK - APPOINTMENTS TO THE LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE  
Burke County is required to organize and maintain the Local Emergency Planning Committee 
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(LEPC) as a requirement of the federal law known as the Emergency Planning and Community 
Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA). EPCRA requires facilities with more than the threshold planning 
quantities of hazardous materials to report to the LEPC, Fire Departments, and the State 
Emergency Response Commission. This reporting is done through Tier II reporting on a 
program called E-Plan. E-Plan can be viewed by the LEPC, Fire Departments, and Emergency 
Services personnel. The LEPC was formed to work on the planned response and general safety 
measures in dealing with hazardous materials at fixed facilities and transportation routes. This 
committee is designed to work together with emergency response agencies, business and 
industry organizations and the general public.  
 
The LEPC is required to have a certain cross-section of representation with sixteen (16) 
members or more serving according to the by-laws. Four (4) seats are up for reappointment. A 
membership change is requested for Seat No. 5 (Public Health) and Seat No. 11, along with an 
addition of Seat No. 17 representing the Department of Social Services. The terms are for three 
(3) years. 
 
Note: No applications were received for Seat No. 11 (Media). Action on this seat will be 
requested at a future meeting.  
 
Motion: To reappoint Banks Hinceman (Seat No. 2), Mike Willis (Seat No. 4), and 
Jason Black (Seat No. 14) to the LEPC for 3-year terms ending January 31, 2027. To 
remove Davina Dudley (Seat No. 5) from the LEPC and thank her for her service to 
the community. To appoint Todd Staton to LEPC Seat No. 5 (Public Health) for a 3-
year term ending January 31, 2027. To approve the addition of Seat No. 17 (DSS) 
and appoint Amy Patton to the LEPC for a 3-year term ending January 31, 2027. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 
 
FM - UPDATES TO THE EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN  
The Burke County Emergency Operations Plan was developed to address multiple hazards that 
threaten a jurisdiction. Through the use of a functional format, the plan encourages an 
Integrated Emergency Management System (IEMS) approach to disasters and fosters prompt, 
efficient and coordinated response operations by elements of the emergency organization. For 
informational purposes, some minor updates to the Burke County Emergency Operations Plan 
have been made. An example of the changes made includes updating the name and contact 
information for the new county manager and a modification in how the strategic national 
stockpile is implemented. As indicated in the following resolution, the Fire Marshal is authorized 
to update the Plan as needed. As indicated in the following resolution, the Fire Marshal is 
authorized to update the Plan as needed. 
 
Motions: To approve the revisions to the Burke County Emergency Operations and 
All Hazards Plan and rescind all previous versions.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 
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TAX DEPT. - TAX COLLECTION REPORT FOR DECEMBER  2023  
The Board of Commissioners was presented with the Tax Collection Report for the period 
between July 1, 2023, and December 31, 2023, at the pre-agenda meeting. This reflects the 
status of collections by the Burke County Tax Collection’s Staff. This information is a 
supplement to the Annual Settlement Report. 
 

Category Annual Budget Amount Collected 
YTD 

% 
Collected Balance to Collect 

Property Tax $52,699,577.00 $43,558,321.85 82.65% $9,141,255.15 
Motor Vehicle Tax $6,200,000.00 $2,745,713.01 44.29% $3,454,286.99 
Current Year Taxes $58,899,577.00 $46,304,034.86 78.62% $12,595,542.14 
Delinquent Taxes $700,000.00 $461,071.75 68.87% $238,928.25 
Penalty & Interest $329,000.00 $161,029.27 48.95% $167,970.73 

 
The Tax Levy is the total property tax value not including motor vehicles times the tax rate. 
This amount changes monthly with the addition of discoveries, other changes, or corrections, 
and when Public Utility Values are added, typically during September.  
 

Category Tax Levy Amount Collected 
YTD 

% 
Collected Balance to Collect 

Property Tax $53,844,987.39     $43,558,321.85 80.90% $10,286,665.54 
 
Motion: To accept the Tax Collection Report for December 2023 as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 
 
TAX DEPT. - RELEASE REFUND REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2023  
Releases in value and/or refunds of taxes typically occur when: 

 Taxpayers submit information that creates a reduction in value.  
 Situs is corrected between counties and / or municipalities. 
 Valuation appeals reduce the value of real or personal property. 
 The postmark reveals a payment was timely sent. 

 
The Board of Commissioners was presented with the following list of releases and refunds at 
the pre-agenda meeting for consideration. The Net Release is a result of the Report Amount 
minus the Rebilled Amount. 
 

Tax System Refunds and Releases 
Report 
Amount 

Rebilled  
Amount 

Net 
Release 

Refund 
Amount 

$19,940.69      $3,684.53 $16,256.16 $0.00 
 

VTS Refunds Over $100 
 Refund Amount 

34



January 16, 2024 (Regular) 

Page 16 

VTS Adjustments $157.00 
 
*Note: The net loss amount is a result of the report amount minus the rebilled amount.   
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Motion: To approve the Tax Releases and Refunds for December 2023 as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 
 
ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 
CM - RFQ FOR COURTHOUSE RENOVATIONS  
Brian Epley, County Manager, presented information concerning an upfit at the Burke County 
Courthouse and requested approval of the recommended construction and design team, BEAM 
Construction Company, Inc. / Holland & Hamrick Architects, P.A. Highlights of his presentation 
were as follows: 
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With the approval of Chairman Brittain, Crystal Carpenter, Clerk of Superior Court, approached 
the podium to discuss the need for the improvement of the courthouse. Having worked in the 
courthouse for 17 years, she said she knows the building intimately. Ms. Carpeter noted that 
court filings have increased and those records must be stored for years based on the required 
state record retention guidelines. Purging documents that are no longer necessary to retain 
cannot keep pace with the increased filings, which causes strain on the limited filing space. The 
public use space is also inadequate for the volume of foot traffic at the courthouse. In addition 
to the limited spacing, she said there is currently no private area for a person to fill out filing 
paperwork. Ms. Carpenter then made some recommended renovation ideas to help address the 
existing limitations of the space.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Mr. Epley responded to a 
question from Commissioner Smith. There being nothing further, Chairman Brittain opened the 
floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To award the Request for Qualifications for Design Build Construction / 
Development services for renovations to the Burke County Courthouse to BEAM 
Construction Company, Inc. / Holland & Hamrick Architects, P.A. Further, authorize 
the County Manager to negotiate and execute the contracts on behalf of the Board, 
subject to review and / or revisions by the County Attorney.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Scott Mulwee, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 
 
Note: Due to this being a design / build project, no further action will be needed by the Board 
in June. Staff is allowed to approve subcontractors as needed. 
 
BOC - AMENDMENT TO RULES OF PROCEDURE, RULE NO. 10, PRE-AGENDA  
Jeffrey Brittain, Chairman, requested the following change to Rule No. 10 in the Commissioners' 
2024 Rules of Procedures which would allow, at the discretion of the chairman, action upon any 
decision item set forth in the agenda packet at the pre-agenda meeting for a time sensitive item 
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or when waiting until the regular meeting for action may be detrimental to the county.  
 
Rule 10. Pre-Agenda Meetings 
In accordance with its local practice, the board shall hold a pre-agenda on the first (1st) Tuesday 
of each month, except that if a pre-agenda meeting day is on a holiday on which county offices 
are closed or held in conjunction with an organizational meeting on the first (1) Monday in 
December in even numbered years, the meeting shall be held on the next business day. The 
meeting shall be held in the County Board Room and begin at 3:00 p.m. The board shall adopt 
a resolution establishing the meeting schedule each year consistent with this rule. The purpose 
of a pre-agenda meeting is to set the agenda for the board’s next regular meeting by reviewing 
and discussing each item on the agenda and determining its specific location or placement on 
the agenda (ex.: presentation, consent agenda, scheduled public hearing, items for decision or 
reports). Historically, the board does not take action at pre-agenda meetings except for 
approving the agenda and adjourning the meeting. However, at the discretion of the chair, any 
decision item set forth in the agenda packet may be acted upon during the pre-agenda meeting 
if the matter is considered to be time sensitive or waiting until the regular meeting may be 
detrimental to the county.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he opened 
the floor for a motion. 
 
Motion: To approve the following amendment to Rule 10, Pre-Agenda Meetings, of 
the 2024 Suggested Rules of Procedure as presented with the additional text,  
“However, at the discretion of the chair, any decision item set forth in the agenda 
packet may be acted upon during the pre-agenda meeting if the matter is 
considered to be time sensitive or waiting until the regular meeting may be 
detrimental to the county.” 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 
 
HEALTH - APPROVAL OF TEMPORARY HARBOUR PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
POSITION & BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 6  
Katie Varnadoe, Human Services Planner, relayed that the HARBOUR program is funded 
through the Bureau of Justice Administration. Burke County received this grant in 2019, in 
partnership with Catawba Valley Health, Burke Council on Alcoholism and Chemical 
Dependency, and Burke United Christian Ministry. Factors such as COVID and staff capacity 
reduced the impact of the program and limited the amount of funding that was drawn down. In 
2023, a no-cost extension was granted, and a budget amendment was completed to combine 
the HARBOUR program with Burke Recovery Court under the same grant. Under the changes 
requested, the HARBOUR coordinator position was moved from the subaward line item to the 
personnel line item, meaning that the position is employed through the county and not a sub-
awardee. This agenda item requests the approval of the full-time position to hire the HARBOUR 
Coordinator under the Health Department and approval of the following budget amendment 
(No. 6), which recognizes a funding change to add (1) FTE position for the HARBOUR Grant. 
Ms. Varnadoe explained that HARBOUR is an acronym for Helping Achieve Recovery in Burke 
County through Opioid Use Reduction.  
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BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 6 

EXPENSES 
ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 

180-18002-00-510100   SALARIES FULL TIME $52,000    
180-18002-00-520500   BENEFITS $10,400  
180-18002-00-554500   CLIENT SERVICES HARBOUR LEAD  $62,400 
 
To implement necessary budget changes that move necessary funds to provide funding for the 
addition of (1) FTE position that is being funded by the HARBOUR Grant.  
 
A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 
 
Budgetary Effect: Net $-0- budget impact reallocation.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he opened 
the floor for a motion. 
 
Motion: To approve the creation of a temporary grant funded position, “Human 
Services Coordinator II” (aka the HARBOUR Program Coordinator) and approve 
Budget Amendment No. 6 as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Johnnie W. Carswell, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 
 
Budget Amendment No. 6 reads as follows:  
 

BURKE COUNTY 
BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 6 

FY 23-24 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 6 
EXPENSES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
180-18002-00-510100   SALARIES FULL TIME $52,000  
180-18002-00-520500   BENEFITS $10,400  
180-18002-00-554500   CLIENT SERVICES HARBOUR LEAD  $62,400 
 
To implement necessary budget changes that move necessary funds to provide funding for the 
addition of (1) FTE position that is being funded by the HARBOUR Grant.  
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A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 
 
 Adopted this 16th day of January 2024. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for reports and comments from Board members and 
professional staff. 
 
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, on behalf of the Animal Services Foundation’s Board of 
Directors, announced the second annual WoofStock event at Silver Fork Winery on May 19, 
2024, from 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Commissioner Smith wished everyone a happy new year. 
Commissioner Carswell spoke about his trip to Washington D.C. where he spoke with 
legislatures about funding for projects in Burke County as well as giving an opening speech 
alongside Dr. Rahul Gupta, White House Director of National Drug Control Policy, at the Opioid 
Conference hosted by the National Association of Counties (NACo). He also attended a day 
event at the White House where he met Pete Buttigieg, U.S. Secretary of Transportation, John 
Podesta, Senior Advisor for President Biden’s Office on Clean Energy Innovation and 
Implementation and Tom Perez, Senior Advisor and Assistant to the President and Director of 
the White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs. Commissioner Carswell was also invited to 
supper with the British Ambassador at the British Consulate. He has another NACo trip to 
Washington D.C. planned where he will present more about his Presidential Initiative, 1 More 
Thing. Vice Chairman Mulwee praised Commissioner Carswell for all his hard work. Chairman 
Brittain wished Commissioner Smith a happy birthday. He relayed information on the upcoming 
meetings and community events. He then issued friendly reminders to spay and neuter your 
pets and to adopt or foster a pet from Animal Services as well as to not litter, to pick up trash, 
to cover your loads when transporting trash to the landfill or a convenience site. 
 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CLERK- BOARDS AND COMMITTEES VACANCY REPORT  
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, announced the following vacancies on county boards or 
committees as follows: 
 

• Adult Care & Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee 
• City of Morganton - Board of Adjustment (ETJ) 
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• City of Morganton - Planning Board (ETJ)
• Council on Aging
• Burke County Board of Health
• Hickory Regional Planning Commission
• Drexel Planning Board - ETJ Alternate

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments and then encouraged citizens to 
participate and get involved. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 

CLOSED SESSION – NOT NEEDED; NOT HELD. 

ADJOURN 
Motion: To adjourn at 7:24 p.m. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Randy Burns, Johnnie W. Carswell, and Phil 

Smith 

Approved this 16th day of April 2024. 

Attest: 
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