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MINUTES 
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on Monday, February 17, 
2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the Commissioners' Meeting Room, Burke County Services Building, 110 
N. Green Street, Entrance E, in Morganton, North Carolina. The meeting was streamed live on
the County’s YouTube channel, BurkeCountyNC, and it was broadcast on the local cable
systems. The agenda, in its entirety, was posted to the County’s website, www.burkenc.org,
several days prior to the meeting. Pursuant to Resolution No. 2024-17 adopted and effective on
August 20, 2024, the Burke County Board of Commissioners conferred upon itself all the power,
duties and responsibilities of the Board of Health and the Social Services Board. Those present
were:

COMMISSIONERS: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
Brian Barrier 
Randy Burns 
Mike Stroud 

STAFF: Brian Epley, County Manager 
Dylan Laws, Wilson, Lackey, Rohr & Hall P.C. 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, Clerk to the Board 

STAFF ABSENT: Margaret Pierce, Finance Director / Deputy County Manager 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Brittain called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

INVOCATION 
Reverand Dr. Wayne A. Johnson, Sr., Shiloh AME Church, delivered the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Destin Hall, County Attorney, led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion: To approve the agenda as amended: removal of Presentation No. 1, AS - Pet 
of the Month, due to illness.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion: To approve the meeting minutes for November 19, 2024 (regular), 
December 2, 2024 (organizational), December 2, 2024 (pre-agenda), and December 
16, 2024 (regular) as written.  

117



February 17, 2025 (Regular) 

Page 2 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
AS - PET OF THE MONTH  

RESULT: REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA. 
 
WPCC – PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL DATA FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DEC. 31, 
2024  
Note: This was rescheduled to the March meeting. The presenter was absent.  
 

RESULT: RESCHEDULED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 3, 2025, AT 3:00 
P.M. 

 
WPCOG - UPDATE ON INTERBASIN TRANSFER  
Anothny Starr, Executive Director, WPCOG, presented an update on Charlotte’s interbasin 
transfer request, the highlights of which were as follows: 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Commissioner Stroud 
emphasized the need for counties, especially those near Charlotte, to collaborate on managing 
water resources amid inevitable growth in Western North Carolina. He inquired about how they 
could work together to ensure a sustainable solution. Mr. Starr responded that Charlotte could 
adjust its utility infrastructure to prevent large interbasin transfers (IBTs), either by pumping 
water back into the Catawba River or sourcing from the Rocky or Yadkin River Basins. Mr. Starr 
answered a clarifying question from Commissioner Burns, who then voiced opposition to the 
interbasin transfer request. Mr. Starr also responded to a clarifying question from Vice Chairman 
Smith. There being no further discussion, Chairman Brittain opened the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
WPCOG - TRANSPORTATION UPDATE  
Averi Ritchie, GHMPO / WPCOG Transportation Planning Manager, presented an update on 
transportation. The highlights of her presentation were as follows: 
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Note: During her presentation, Ms. Ritchie explained that the schedule to take bids 
is now in 2027. 
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 “LET” date now scheduled for 2030. 

 

139



February 17, 2025 (Regular) 

Page 24 

 

 

 
 

140



February 17, 2025 (Regular) 

Page 25 

 

 

 
 

141



February 17, 2025 (Regular) 

Page 26 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he opened 
the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
HEALTH - LOCAL HEALTH DIRECTOR RECEIVES DOGWOOD AWARD  
Ashley Jarret, Assistant Health Director, reported that Danny Scalise, Health Director, was 
awarded the Attorney General’s prestigious Dogwood Award for 2024. This award celebrates 
individuals who have demonstrated exceptional dedication to improving the lives and well-being 
of North Carolinians.  
 

 
 
Mr. Scalise expressed surprise at receiving the recognition. He shared that he was the last 
person to receive the honor before the Attorney General left office, which made it even more 
meaningful. He also appreciated the opportunity to engage with former Attorney General 
(currently Governor of North Carolina) Josh Stein in discussions about substance use disorder, 
recalling his visit to Burke County for a community forum last year.   
 
Chairman Brittain, on behalf of the Board, extended congratulatory wishes to Mr. Scalise.  
 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 
CM - PRESENTATION OF FY 23-24 AUDIT  
Alan Thompson, CPA with Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co., P.A., provided an overview of 
the Fiscal Year 2023 – 2024 Audit Report. Originally scheduled for the January meeting, the 
presentation was postponed due to inclement weather at the auditors’ request. In accordance 
with the North Carolina General Statutes, the completed audit has been submitted to the Local 
Government Commission (LGC) for review and approval. Burke County received an “unmodified 
report,” and the complete FY 2024 audit report is hereby incorporated into the meeting minutes 
by reference. The highlights of Mr. Thompson’s presentation were as follows:  
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Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs – For the Year Ended June 30, 2024 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he opened 
the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 
 
RECESS 
Chairman Brittain called for a brief recess at 7:23 p.m. and the meeting resumed at 7:28 p.m. 
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INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for informal public comments and asked speakers to limit 
their comments to three (3) minutes. 
 
Lauren Van Riper, 6505 South Shore Lane, spoke about the unprecedented challenges posed by 
Hurricane Helene. She emphasized that while the county has faced significant hurdles, the 
recovery process is far from over and highlighted several barriers delaying recovery efforts: 
 

• Lack of public awareness around the permit fee waiver period. 
• Minimal outreach from the county regarding the permit fee waiver period. 
• Extremely limited access to qualified dock repair contractors, with long waitlists and 

difficulty obtaining quotes. 
• Ongoing access issues due to debris, high water levels, and broken floodgates owned by 

Duke Energy. 
• Regulatory complexity involving overlapping permitting requirements between the 

county and Duke Energy. 
• Predatory pricing from unverified contractors. 

 
She urged Burke County to reopen the permit waiver period for storm-related repairs, 
implement clear and proactive communication via official county channels and streamline the 
permitting process to prevent future recovery delays. Ms. Van Riper concluded by recognizing 
the difficulty of the situation and respectfully requested that the county take action to give 
affected homeowners a fair chance to rebuild. 
 
Cristy Gupton, 200 La Foret Drive, addressed the Board of Commissioners to follow up on the 
county’s opioid settlement planning, drawing on her past involvement in local opioid response 
efforts. She expressed concern over the lack of discussion around prevention strategies and 
successful models from other states. Ms. Gupton emphasized the importance of complying with 
the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act, particularly the requirement for annual Non-
Quantitative Treatment Limit (NQTL) analyses. She also recommended using data tools to 
assess opioid prescribing patterns and provider access issues. Ms. Gupton offered her continued 
support and connections to subject matter experts to assist the county and local employers. 
 
There was no one else to address the Board; therefore, Chairman Brittain closed this portion of 
the meeting.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
At the request of the Board, Brian Epley, County Manager, reviewed the following seven (7) 
items on the consent agenda, which were approved by a single motion.  
 
AS - PROCLAMATION DECLARING FEBRUARY AS SPAY & NEUTER MONTH  
The following proclamation declares February as Spay and Neuter Awareness Month in Burke 
County and encourages all citizens to spay or neuter their pets, support local spay and neuter 
initiatives, and spread awareness about responsible pet ownership. 
 
Motion: To approve Proclamation No. 2025-01. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Proclamation No. 2025-01 reads as follows:   
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 
 

PROCLAMATION DECLARING FEBRUARY AS  
SPAY AND NEUTER AWARENESS MONTH 

IN BURKE COUNTY, N.C. 
 

WHEREAS, responsible pet ownership plays a critical role in maintaining a healthy and humane 
community by ensuring the well-being of companion animals; and 
 
WHEREAS, the overpopulation of cats and dogs in our community contributes to the burden on 
local animal shelters and results in unnecessary euthanasia of otherwise healthy and adoptable 
animals; and 
 
WHEREAS, spaying and neutering pets has been scientifically proven to reduce pet 
overpopulation, decrease the number of homeless animals, and prevent certain health and 
behavioral problems; and 
 
WHEREAS, spaying and neutering pets is a proactive, compassionate, and cost-effective 
solution to reduce the number of unwanted animals and alleviate strain on county resources; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Animal Services Foundation, REASON (Reduce Euthanasia and Spay Or Neuter), 
local veterinarians, and rescue organizations work tirelessly to promote and provide access to 
affordable spay and neuter programs for pet owners and community caregivers; and 
 
WHEREAS, raising public awareness and encouraging residents to participate in spay and neuter 
programs will help build a more humane and healthier future for all animals in Burke County; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Burke County Board of Commissioners does hereby proclaim February 
as Spay and Neuter Awareness Month in Burke County, North Carolina, and encourages all 
residents to spay or neuter their pets, support local spay and neuter initiatives, and spread 
awareness about responsible pet ownership. 
 
 Approved this 17th day of February 2025. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
CM - APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 9 - $329,871  
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Motion: To adopt Budget Amendment No. 9 for $329,871 as presented.  
RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Budget Amendment No. 9 reads as follows: 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 9 
REVENUES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
100-50000-01-439117 AA 117 Revenue $329,871  

EXPENSES 
ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
100-50000-20-569117 AA 117 Expenses $329,871  
Purpose: Burke County is receiving funding from the NC Department of Health to recruit, 
retain, support, train, and strengthen the public health staff and workforce system. This 
funding will be used to offset existing costs, expand staff training and retention, and 
workforce planning efforts. A detailed spending plan is provided. 
 
A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance 
Officer of the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 

 
 Adopted this 17th day of February 2025. 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
BCPS - PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL DATA FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DEC. 31, 
2024  
In accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement approved by the County and the Board of 
Education, the Board of Education provided the County with quarterly financial reports for the 
2024 - 2025 budget year, showing the application of the County's local funding by the end of 
each fiscal quarter during the pre-agenda meeting.  
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Motion: To accept the report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
TDA - FINANCIAL UPDATE FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DEC. 31, 2024  
In accordance with Session Law 2007-265, HB 78, the Tourism Development Authority must 
report quarterly and at the close of the fiscal year to the Burke County Board of Commissioners 
on its receipts and expenditures for the preceding quarter and for the year in such detail as the 
board may require.   
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Motion: To accept the report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
TDA - RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY  
The following resolution supports funding requests to repair the Blue Ridge Parkway from 
damage from Hurricane Helene, implementation of the Blue Ridge Rising Strategic Plan, 
stakeholder collaboration and support, as well as the creation of a coalition to advocate for the 
Parkway.   
 
Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-03. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Resolution No. 2025-03 reads as follows: 
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

 
RESOLUTION 

SUPPORTING FUNDING FOR REPAIRS AND STRATEGIC IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE BLUE RIDGE RISING ACTION PLAN ALONG THE BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY 

 
WHEREAS, the Blue Ridge Parkway traverses 469 miles from Afton Mountain in Virginia to the 
Qualla Boundary in North Carolina and unites these two states' unique mountain cultures and 
identities with a world-renowned national park that celebrates the places, communities, and 
people along the Parkway; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Blue Ridge Parkway is the most-visited unit of the national park system, 
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attracting nearly seventeen million visitors each year and contributing significantly to the local 
and regional economies in Virginia and North Carolina; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Parkway generates approximately $1.4 billion in visitor spending and $1.8 billion 
in total economic output for the 1,799,000 residents of the surrounding corridor of 29 counties, 
seven independent Virginia cities, and numerous municipalities in North Carolina and Virginia, 
including the Jonas Ridge and Linville communities of Burke County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation serves as the sole official philanthropic partner 
to the Blue Ridge Parkway, advocating for necessary funding and resources for the Parkway’s 
maintenance, preservation, and community engagement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Blue Ridge Rising Action Plan provides a roadmap for the sustainable 
management and enhancement of the Parkway, ensuring that it continues to serve as a vital 
resource for environmental education, recreation, tourism, and community connection; and 
 
WHEREAS, Tropical Storm Helene has caused catastrophic damage and loss of life for several 
communities in western North Carolina and southwest Virginia, including those communities 
adjacent to the Parkway; and 
 
WHEREAS, Linville Falls, located at Milepost 316 on the Blue Ridge Parkway and recognized as 
Burke County’s most visited tourist destination, is closed indefinitely due to damage caused by 
Hurricane Helene; and   
 
WHEREAS, repairs are critical to preserving the safety and accessibility of the Parkway and its 
adjacent communities, which is essential for their economic wellbeing; and 
 
WHEREAS, collaboration among local, state, and federal governments is critical in this response 
and imperative to secure the necessary funding and policies that will sustain and benefit the 
communities surrounding the Blue Ridge Parkway; and 
 
WHEREAS, the establishment of a coalition composed of elected officials and community 
representatives will enhance advocacy efforts and foster a unified regional voice for the Blue 
Ridge Parkway corridor. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burke County Board of Commissioners endorses 
and supports the following: 
 

1. Funding for Repairs: Urging state and federal governments to prioritize and allocate 
funding for repairs along the Blue Ridge Parkway to ensure its continued safety and 
accessibility; 
 

2. Implementation of the Blue Ridge Rising Action Plan: Advocating for the full funding 
and implementation of the Blue Ridge Rising Action Plan to enhance visitor 
experience, preserve natural resources, and promote sustainable tourism along the 
Parkway; 

 

3. Collaboration and Support: Calling upon local, state, and federal officials to 
collaborate with the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation and other stakeholders to 
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secure resources and policies that benefit the Parkway and its surrounding 
communities; and 

 

4. Coalition Creation: Supporting the formation of a coalition of elected officials and 
community representatives dedicated to advocating for the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
ensuring that the needs and voices of the communities along the corridor are 
effectively represented. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to relevant local, state, 
and federal entities, as well as the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation, to demonstrate our unified 
support for the Parkway and its vital role in our communities. 
 
 Adopted this 17th day of February 2025. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
TAX DEPT. - TAX COLLECTION REPORT FOR JANUARY 2025  
The Board of Commissioners were presented with the Tax Collection Report for the period 
between July 1, 2024, and January 31, 2025, at the pre-agenda meeting.  
 

Category Amount Collected YTD % Collected Balance to Collect 

Property Tax   $51,634,093.25 94.23%    $3,159,085.75 
Motor Vehicle Tax   $3,238,290.04 63.79%    $1,837,953.96 
Current Year Taxes   $54,872,383.29 91.65%    $4,997,039.71 
Delinquent Taxes   $393,383.73 56.20%    $306,616.27 
Penalty & Interest   $203,761.07 61.98%    $125,238.93 

 
The Tax Levy is the total property tax value, not including motor vehicles, times the tax rate. 
This amount changes monthly with the addition of discoveries, other changes, or corrections, 
and when Public Utility Values are added, typically during September.  

 

Category Tax Levy Amount Collected YTD % Collected Balance to Collect 

Property Tax $70,250,389.11 $51,634,093.25 73.5% $18,616,295.86 
 
Motion: To accept the Tax Collection Report for January 2025 as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 
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TAX DEPT. - RELEASE REFUND REPORT FOR JANUARY 2025  
Releases in value and / or refunds of taxes typically occur when: 
 

• Taxpayers submit information that creates a reduction in value.  
• Situs is corrected between counties and/or municipalities. 
• Valuation appeals reduce the value of real or personal property. 
• The postmark reveals that a payment was submitted timely 

 
The Board of Commissioners were presented with the following list of releases and refunds for 
consideration during the pre-agenda meeting.  
 

Tax System Refunds and Releases 
Report 
Amount 

Rebilled  
Amount 

Net 
Release 

Refund 
Amount 

$11,778.31 $4,557.60 $7220.71 $0.00 
 

Bill Date
Bill Amount 

after 
Release($)

7/15/2024 0.00
7/15/2024 272.92

272.92

7/15/2024 0.00
7/15/2024 0.00

0.00

7/15/2024 736.18
7/15/2024 125.38
7/15/2024 110.26

971.82

7/3/2023 0.00
7/15/2024 0.00
7/3/2023 0.00
7/15/2024 0.00

0.00

7/15/2024 1,575.25
1,575.25

7/15/2024 0.00
0.00

7/15/2024 358.98
7/15/2024 1,378.63

1,737.61

4,557.60

Release 
Amount($)

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Adjustment   
0024020680-2024-2024-0000-02-REG COOPER, WILLIAM RYAN LINDA WILBUR 1/6/2025 619.16 619.16

Bill # Taxpayer Name Operator ID 
(Name)

Release 
Date

Orig Bill 
Amount($)

Subtotal 980.08 707.16
0024020680-2024-2024-0000-03-REG BUFF, TERRY RAY LINDA WILBUR 1/6/2025 360.92 88.00

0000085119-2024-2024-0000-00-REG FOOTHILLS PLUMBING LINDA WILBUR 1/16/2025 12.87 12.87

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Deceased   
0000005123-2024-2024-0000-00-REG HILL, NANCY LYNN LINDA WILBUR 1/30/2025 685.52 685.52

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Duplicate Billing   
0000015185-2024-2024-0000-00-REG CARSWELL, JUDY AMANDA CONLEY 1/14/2025 1,065.92 329.74

Subtotal 698.39 698.39

0024025776-2024-2024-0000-00-REG SMILEMAKER ENTERPRISES LLC KAYLA BURGESS 1/6/2025 125.38 15.12
0024025776-2024-2024-0000-00-REG SMILEMAKER ENTERPRISES LLC KAYLA BURGESS 1/6/2025 140.50 15.12

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Not in Burke County   
0024021331-2023-2023-0000-00-REG HAYWOOD OIL #508 LINDA WILBUR 1/22/2025 265.62 265.62

Subtotal 1,331.80 359.98

0024021333-2023-2023-0000-00-REG HAYWOOD OIL #508 LINDA WILBUR 1/22/2025 72.40 72.40
0024021331-2024-2024-0000-00-REG HAYWOOD OIL #508 LINDA WILBUR 1/22/2025 292.17 292.17

Subtotal 709.83 709.83
0024021333-2024-2024-0000-00-REG HAYWOOD OIL #508 LINDA WILBUR 1/22/2025 79.64 79.64

Subtotal 1,663.25 88.00

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Release LFUF   
0000021731-2024-2024-0000-00-REG JAYNES, PRESLEY D AMANDA CONLEY 1/13/2025 1,663.25 88.00

Subtotal 22.99 22.99

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Sold/Traded   
0024052234-2024-2024-0000-00-REG STILWELL, TIMOTHY SCOTT LINDA WILBUR 1/22/2025 22.99 22.99

0024052737-2024-2024-0000-00-REG VIZCARRA, MICHAEL ALAN AMANDA CONLEY 1/2/2025 4,870.08 3,491.45

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Value Change   
0000033241-2024-2024-0000-00-REG CARSWELL, JAMES AMANDA CONLEY 1/17/2025 1,501.89 1,142.91

 Grand Total 11,778.31 7,220.71

Subtotal 6,371.97 4,634.36

 
 

VTS Refunds Over $100 
 Refund Amount 
VTS Adjustments $210.44 
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01 TAX $0.00 $0.00
57 TAX ($238.05) $0.00
57 VEHICLE FEE ($20.00) $0.00
27 TAX $47.61 $0.00

Refund
Refund 
Total

WELBORN, 
CLAUDIA 
SUZANNE

MORGANTON, NC 
28655

$210.44

Situs 
error

1/10/2025

$0.00
($238.05)
($20.00)
$47.61
$210.44

0081791040

 
 
*Note: The net release amount results from the reported amount minus the rebilled amount.   
 
Motion: To approve the Tax Releases and Refunds for January 2025 as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 
BOC - RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2025 MEETING SCHEDULE  
Chairman Brittain explained that the following resolution reschedules the Tuesday pre-agenda 
meetings for the remainder of the 2025 calendar year to the first (1st) Monday of the month 
with the exception of when the meeting day falls on a federal holiday, then the meeting will be 
held the next business day. The pre-agenda meetings will still be held at 3:00 p.m. in the 
Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 110 N. Green Street, Morganton and streamed live on the 
County’s YouTube Channel, BurkeCountyNC.  
 
Motion:  To adopt Resolution No. 2025-06. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Resolution No. 2025-06 reads as follows: 
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

 
RESOLUTION 

AMENDING THE MEETING SCHEDULE 
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2025 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with North Carolina General Statute § 153A-40, the Board of 
Commissioners adopted Resolution No. 2024-27 establishing its regular meeting schedule; and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the adopted resolution, the pre-agenda meetings, except in certain 
instances, were scheduled to be held on the first (1st) Tuesday of each month at 3:00 p.m. and 
regular meetings; and 
 
WHEREAS, due to scheduling conflicts, the Board desires to amend the schedule to change the 
pre-agenda meetings to the first (1st) Monday of each month at 3:00 p.m. in the County Board 
Room (Commissioners’ Meeting Room), Burke County Services Building in Morganton, N.C., for 
the remainder of the 2025 calendar year; and 
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WHEREAS, the pre-agenda meetings in July and August shall remain canceled to allow the 
county’s professional staff and elected officials to take family vacations and/or attend continuing 
education classes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the pre-agenda meeting in September shall remain scheduled for Tuesday to avoid 
conflicting with Labor Day, a U.S. Federal Holiday. 
 
WHEREAS, the pre-agenda meeting in December shall remain scheduled for Monday to avoid 
conflicting with the Commissioners’ participation in the Morganton Christmas Parade. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Burke County Board of Commissioners 2025 
meeting schedule is hereby amended as follows: 
 
(1) Cancel the Board's regular pre-agenda meetings at 3:00 p.m. in the County Board 

Room (Commissioners’ Meeting Room) on the following dates: 
 

March 4, 2025 June 3, 2025 
April 1, 2025 October 7, 2025 
May 6, 2025 November 4, 2025 

 
(2) Reschedule the Board's regular pre-agenda meetings at 3:00 p.m. in the County 

Board Room (Commissioners’ Meeting Room) to the following dates: 
 

March 3, 2025 June 2, 2025 
April 7, 2025 October 6, 2025 
May 5, 2025 November 3, 2025 

 
 Adopted this 17th day of February 2025. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
CLERK - APPOINTMENTS TO THE BURKE CO. PLANNING BOARD  
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, reported that Seat No. 1, representing the East on the Burke 
County Planning Board, was previously held by Beth Heile. As she did not seek reappointment, 
the removal of her name from the roster is requested in accordance with her wishes. Seat No. 
2, representing the East, is also vacant. The terms are for three (3) years. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To remove Beth Heile’s name from the roster for the Burke Co. Planning 
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Board and thank her for her service to the community.   
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for nominations for Seat No. 1, East. Commissioner Barrier 
nominated Shawn Freeman and then Commissioner Burns nominated Benjamin Ealy. There 
being no further nominations, Chairman Brittain opened the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To appoint Shawn Freeman to Seat No. 1, East, on the Burke County 
Planning Board to complete the remainder of a term ending September 30, 2027.  

RESULT: DEFEATED [2 TO 3] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Phil Smith and Brian Barrier 
NAYS: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Motion: To appoint Benjamin Ealy to Seat No. 1, East, on the Burke County Planning 
Board to complete the remainder of a term ending September 30, 2027.  

RESULT: APPROVED [3 TO 2] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 
NAYS: Phil Smith and Brian Barrier 

  
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for nominations for Seat No. 2, East. Commissioner Stroud 
nominated Shawn Freeman and then Commissioner Burns nominated Chase Billow. There being 
no further nominations, Chairman Brittain opened the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To appoint Shawn Freeman to Seat No. 2, East, on the Burke County 
Planning Board to complete the remainder of a term ending September 30, 2025.  

RESULT: APPROVED [3 TO 2] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, and Mike Stroud 
NAYS: Jeffrey C. Brittain and Randy Burns 

  
Motion: To appoint Chase Billow to Seat No. 2, East, on the Burke County Planning 
Board to complete the remainder of a term ending September 30, 2025.  

RESULT: DEFEATED [2 TO 3] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain and Randy Burns 
NAYS: Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, and Mike Stroud 

 
CLERK - APPOINTMENT TO THE CPCFPT (CHILD PROTECTION CHILD FATALITY 
PREVENTION TEAM)  
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, requested the Board fill the vacancy for Seat No. 7 (At-Large 
No. 4) on the CPCFPT. An application was received from Tim Barnsback and Dillon Smith. 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for nominations for Seat No. 7, At-Large No. 4. 
Commissioner Barrier nominated Dillon Smith. There being no further nominations, Chairman 
Brittain opened the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To appoint Dillon Smith to the Child Protection Child Fatality Prevention 
Team, Seat No. 7 (At-Large No. 4) to complete a 3-year term ending April 30, 2027. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
CM / BDI - BURKE BUSINESS PARK: PROJECT MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT  
Brian Epley, County Manager, requested approval for Burke County to enter into a partnership 
with BDI through the following partnership management agreement, which proposes to 
construct shell buildings at the Burke Business Park on Kathy Road in Morganton using 
repurposed funding from the NC Legislature originally designated to BDI for the Great Meadows 
project. In accordance with SL No. 2024-57, BDI has 36 months to complete construction 
activities and sell the shell buildings. After December 31, 2027, the funding must be used for 
the Great Meadows project. After December 31, 2030, funds that are not expended or 
encumbered revert to the Regional Economic Development Reserve.  
 
Key components of the agreement include: 

1. Joint Approval of Funds: Any use of the $20,000,000 requires joint approval from Burke 
County and Burke Partnership. 

2. Written County Approval for Contracts: Burke Partnership must obtain prior written 
approval from Burke County for any contracts funded by the state appropriation. 

3. Delegation of Approval Authority: Approval authority is delegated to the County Manager 
for Burke County and the President / CEO for Burke Partnership. 

4. Consultation with Governmental Partners: Regular updates will be provided to 
governmental partners involved in the Interlocal Economic Development and Project 
Financing Agreement dated May 1, 2005. 

5. Agreement Term: The agreement is effective for 10 years from the date of execution. 
 

This agreement ensures compliance with state law while fostering collaboration between Burke 
County and Burke Partnership for the development of the Burke Business Park. 
 
Budgetary Effect:  None. There is no cost to enter into the proposed partnership management 
agreement and construction expenses will run through BDI.   
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Commissioner Barrier asked 
County Manager Epley for a refresher on the 2005 interlocal economic development and project 
finance agreement. Mr. Epley explained that the agreement involves Burke County, Morganton, 
Valdese, and Drexel, who jointly purchased the land now known as Burke Business Park. Each 
contributed to the initial down payment and shared the debt service, with Burke Development 
Inc., (BDI) representing the parties. Commissioner Barrier inquired about the 10-year term 
referenced in the proposed partnership management agreement, to which Mr. Epley clarified 
that while the shell building program has a 36-month timeline ending in December 2027, the 
10-year term aligns with BDI's land option, expiring in late 2033 or early 2034. Commissioner 
Barrier further inquired as to whether the agreement includes the possibility of the county 
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leasing shell buildings. Mr. Epley confirmed that, while leasing is legally permissible and used in 
other counties, he does not recommend that model for Burke County and emphasized any such 
decision would return to the board for approval. Lastly, Commissioner Barrier asked about a 
required report BDI needed to submit by December 1, 2024, and Mr. Epley confirmed that it 
had been submitted. Commissioner Barrier expressed his concerns about the lease portion of 
the agreement. There being no further discussion, Chairman Brittain opened the floor for a 
motion.  
 
Motion: To approve the Project Design and Management Agreement between Burke 
County and Burke Partnership for Economic Development, Inc. (BDI) as presented.  
Further, authorize the Chairman to execute the agreement on behalf of the Board.  

RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 1] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 
NAYS: Brian Barrier 

 
COMM. DEV. - CONSIDERATION TO WAIVE FEES FOR HELENE DAMAGE PERMITS  
Alan Glines, Planning Director / Deputy County Manager, reported that following Hurricane 
Helene, the North Carolina State Legislature voted to waive permit fees for designated Helene 
Disaster Counties, primarily in western North Carolina. The waiver, which included zoning and 
building permit fees, remained in effect until its expiration on December 31, 2024. An informal 
poll conducted by staff among neighboring communities revealed that approximately 75% of 
those responding, seven (7) out of nine (9), are still waiving permit fees. Reinstating the waiver 
in Burke County would require approval from the Board of Commissioners. If approved, the 
waiver would apply to zoning and building permits necessary for repairing damage caused by 
Hurricane Helene. 
 
Budgetary Effect:  The estimated budgetary impact is approximately $600 per week, with costs 
expected to decline over time. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. In response to a question from 
Commissioner Burns, Mr. Glines relayed that staff anticipated a fee waiver and did not charge 
any fees until January, so there might be a few permit fees that need to be refunded. There 
being no further discussion, Chairman Brittain opened the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To adopt Resolution 2025-04. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Resolution No. 2025-04 reads as follows: 
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

 
A RESOLUTION TO WAIVE PERMIT FEES  

FOR REPAIRS RELATED TO HURRICANE HELENE DAMAGE 
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WHEREAS, Hurricane Helene caused significant damage to properties within Burke County and 
other designated Helene Disaster Counties in western North Carolina; and 

WHEREAS, in response to the disaster, the North Carolina State Legislature voted to waive 
permit fees for affected counties, including Burke County, with the waiver expiring on 
December 31, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, residents of Burke County have expressed concerns about the financial burden of 
permit fees as they continue to repair hurricane-related damages; and 

WHEREAS, an informal survey of neighboring communities indicates that approximately 75% of 
responding jurisdictions have continued to waive similar permit fees; and 

WHEREAS, the estimated budgetary impact of reinstating the fee waiver is approximately $600 
per week, with costs expected to decline over time; and 

WHEREAS, there remains a high demand for repairs due to the extent of hurricane-related 
damage, and a limited number of contractors available to complete the necessary work, further 
delaying recovery efforts; and 

WHEREAS, the Burke County Board of Commissioners recognizes the ongoing recovery efforts 
of its residents and seeks to support them by alleviating financial barriers to necessary repairs; 

WHEREAS, the waiver of permit fees is intended to promote the general welfare; and 

WHEREAS, there is a reasonable basis for the Burke County Board of Commissioners to 
conclude the granting of the waiver serves the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Burke County Board of Commissioners that: 

1. The permit fees for zoning and building permits required for repairs directly related to
damage caused by Hurricane Helene shall be waived for eligible applicants.

2. This waiver shall take effect immediately upon adoption and remain in effect until
December 31, 2025, unless otherwise extended or modified by the Board of
Commissioners.

3. County staff shall develop procedures for verifying eligibility and ensuring that waived
fees apply only to hurricane-related repairs.

4. The financial impact of this waiver shall be periodically reviewed, and a report shall be
presented to the Board of Commissioners as needed.

Adopted this 17th day of February 2025. 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke County Board of Commissioners 
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Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 

 
FM - HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN - RESOLUTION  
Robert Bishop, Fire Marshal, requested the adoption of a resolution approving the Unifour 
Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
 
Additional information from the agenda packet:  
 
While the threat from hazardous events may never be 
fully eliminated, there is much we can do to lessen their 
potential impact on our community and our citizens. By 
minimizing the damaging effects of natural hazards upon 
our built environment, we can prevent such events from 
resulting in disasters. The concept and practice of 
reducing risks to people and property from known 
hazards is referred to as hazard mitigation.  
 
Every five (5) years, the Hazard Mitigation Plan must be 
updated and sent to the State and Federal 
representatives for review and approval. The Unifour 
Hazard Mitigation Plan was last updated and approved in 2020 and expired in January of 2025. 
In February of 2024, the Unifour Region, consisting of Burke, Alexander, Caldwell, and Catawba 
Counties, in conjunction with AECOM, a consultant hired to provide professional mitigation 
planning services, met to begin the process of updating the Regional Hazardous Mitigation Plan. 
Numerous meetings of each County's Emergency Management leadership, along with their 
respective municipalities' leadership, met throughout 2024. Surveys were conducted within the 
group, along with public input solicited through multiple media outlets.  
 

 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he opened 
the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-05. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 
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Resolution No. 2025-05 reads as follows: 
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

 
RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION 

UNIFOUR HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN 
 

WHEREAS, the citizens and property within Burke County are subject to the effects of natural 
hazards that pose threats to lives and cause damage to property, and with the knowledge and 
experience that certain areas of the county are particularly vulnerable to flooding, tornadoes, 
high winds, snow storms, landslides, etc. and 
 
WHEREAS, the County desires to seek ways to mitigate the impact of identified hazard risks; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of North Carolina has in Part 6, Article 21 of Chapter 
143; Parts 3, 5, and 8 of Article 19 of Chapter 160A; and Article 8 of Chapter 160A of the North 
Carolina General Statutes, delegated to local governmental units the responsibility to adopt 
regulations designed to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of North Carolina has in Section 1 Part 166A of the 
North Carolina General Statutes (adopted in Session Law 2001-214 --- Senate Bill 300 effective 
July 1, 2001), states therein in Item (a) (2) “For a state of disaster proclaimed pursuant to G.S. 
166A-6(a) after August 1, 2002, the eligible entity shall have a hazard mitigation plan approved 
pursuant to the Stafford Act”; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 322 of the Federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 states that local 
governments must develop an All-Hazards Mitigation Plan in order to be eligible to receive 
future Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Funds and other disaster-related assistance funding and 
that said Plan must be updated and adopted within a five-year cycle; and 
 
WHEREAS, Burke County has performed a comprehensive review and evaluation of each section 
of the previously approved Hazard Mitigation Plan and has updated the said plan as required 
under regulations at 44 CFR Part 201 and according to guidance issued by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management.  
 
WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Board of Commissioners of Burke County to fulfill this 
obligation in order that the County will be eligible for federal and state assistance in the event 
that a state of disaster is declared for a hazard event affecting the County; 
 
NOW, therefore, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of Burke County hereby:  
 
1. Adopts the Unifour Hazard Mitigation Plan; and 
 
2. Vests Burke County Emergency Management Office with the responsibility, authority, 

and the means to:  
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(a) Inform all concerned parties of this action.

(b) Cooperate with Federal, State and local agencies and private firms which
undertake to study, survey, map and identify floodplain areas, and cooperate
with neighboring communities with respect to management of adjoining
floodplain areas in order to prevent exacerbation of existing hazard impacts.

3. Appoint the Burke County Emergency Management Office to ensure that the Hazard
Mitigation Plan is reviewed annually and every five years as specified in the Plan to
assure that the Plan is in compliance with all State and Federal regulations and that any
needed revisions or amendments to the Plan are developed and presented to the
Board of Commissioners of Burke County for consideration.

4. Agrees to take such other official action as may be reasonably necessary to carry out
the objectives of the Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Adopted this 17th day of February 2025. 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke County Board of Commissioners 

Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 

REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for reports and comments from Board members and 
professional staff. Commissioner Burns and Chairman Brittain expressed gratitude to 
Congressman Tim Moore for spending the day in Burke County at the Commissioners, Mayors 
and Managers Meet & Greet. Chairman Brittain shared information on upcoming meetings and 
community events, in addition to inviting youth groups to sign up to lead the Pledge of 
Allegiance at Commissioners' meetings. He also encouraged citizens to spay or neuter pets and 
to adopt or foster a pet from Animal Services. Chairman Brittain then issued friendly reminders 
not to litter, to pick up trash, and to cover your loads when transporting trash to the landfill or a 
convenience site.  

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CLERK - BOARDS AND COMMITTEES VACANCY REPORT  
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, announced the following vacancies on county boards or 
committees as follows: 

• Adult Care & Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee
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• Burke County Public Health Advisory Board
• Hickory Regional Planning Commission
• Drexel Planning Board - ETJ Alternate
• Burke County Planning Board
• Partners Health Management’s Human Rights Committee

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments and then encouraged citizens to 
participate and get involved.  

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 

CLOSED SESSION 
RESULT: NOT NEEDED.  NOT HELD. 

ADJOURN 
Motion: To adjourn at 8:04 p.m. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Approved this 19th day of May 2025. 

Attest: 
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