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MINUTES 
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

PRE-AGENDA MEETING 

The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a pre-agenda meeting on Monday, March 3, 
2025, at 3:00 p.m. in the Commissioners' Meeting Room, Burke County Services Building, 110 
N. Green Street, Entrance E, in Morganton, North Carolina. The meeting was streamed live on
the County’s YouTube channel, BurkeCountyNC, and it was broadcast on the local cable
systems. The agenda, in its entirety, was posted to the County’s website, www.burkenc.org,
several days prior to the meeting. Pursuant to Resolution No. 2024-17, adopted and effective
on August 20, 2024, the Burke County Board of Commissioners conferred upon itself all the
power, duties and responsibilities of the Board of Health and the Social Services Board. Those
present were:

COMMISSIONERS: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
Brian Barrier 
Mike Stroud  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Randy Burns (Sick.) 

STAFF:  Brian Epley, County Manager 
Margaret Pierce, Finance Director/Deputy County Manager 
Destin Hall, Wilson, Lackey, Rohr & Hall P.C. - 
(Arrived at 3:12 p.m.) 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, Clerk to the Board 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Brittain called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion: To approve the agenda as amended: with the removal of Decision Item No. 
4 (Budget Amendment No. 10 - $849,691) and the addition of Consent Item No. 10. 
(Budget Amendment No. 10 -$11,630).  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, and Mike Stroud 
ABSENT: Randy Burns 

PRESENTATIONS 

BOC - DONATION FROM MORGANTON HIGH SCHOOL WILDCAT ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION  
Chairman Brittain announced that the County will receive a $500 donation in appreciation of the 
exceptional community support provided by county employees during Hurricane Helene and the 
recovery process. Clerk Draughn noted that representatives from the Morganton High School 
Wildcat Alumni Association will present this agenda item and donation at the regular meeting.  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CM - DISASTER RECOVERY UPDATE  
As it has been just over 150 days since Western North Carolina was devastated by the impact of 
Hurricane Helene, Brian Epley, County Manager, presented an update on the ongoing recovery 
efforts in Burke County. Highlights of his presentation were as follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Commissioner Stroud asked 
whether the stream cleanup could be a collaborative effort with Charlotte, given their IBT 
request and the shared impact on water quality. Mr. Epley acknowledged that a regional 
approach to waterway management is logical but noted that funding and resources are tightly 
regulated under FEMA’s disaster recovery reimbursement process. 
 
Mr. Epley responded to a clarifying question from Commissioner Barrier, who then raised 
concerns about certain undesirable behaviors exhibited by private contractors working in 
neighboring counties, emphasizing that such issues would not arise with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE). Mr. Epley pointed out that neighboring counties have primarily relied on the 
USACE for waterway debris removal. Chairman Brittain proposed moving forward with the 
USACE for the cleanup effort, as did Commissioner Stroud.  

 
Motion: To authorize the County Manager to formally request assistance from the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for waterway debris removal.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, and Mike Stroud 
ABSENT: Randy Burns 

 
EMS - RECOGNITION OF LIFE SAVERS (PLACE HOLDER)  
James Robinson, EMS Director, requested that the Board recognize several Emergency Services 
staff members for their outstanding lifesaving actions during recent emergency incidents, along 
with a good Samaritan, at the regular meeting. These individuals demonstrated exceptional skill 
and swift response in providing critical medical care, leading to positive patient outcomes. 
Additionally, there will be a brief presentation highlighting the partnership between Burke 
County Emergency Services and Frye Hospital, which plays a vital role in delivering lifesaving 
cardiac care. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
ASFI - APPROVAL OF NAME FOR THE VOLUNTEER ROOM AT THE NEW ANIMAL 
SHELTER  
Kay Draughn, Founder & President of Animal Services Foundation, Inc. (ASFI), presented to the 
Board, offering a brief history of the foundation and sought approval for the first room name as 
part of the fundraising efforts for the new animal shelter. The highlights of her presentation 
were as follows:  
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Additional information from the agenda packet:  
In December, William & Rose Mueller of Valdese generously donated $5,000 
to the capital campaign for the new animal shelter. As part of their donation, 
they have requested that the small space designated to volunteer operations 
be named in honor of Valdese Code Enforcement Officer, Dylan Hicks, in 
recognition of his dedication to animal welfare and community service. 
 
Volunteers are the backbone of the Burke County Animal Shelter, providing 
invaluable support in caring for animals, assisting with adoptions, organizing 
rescue transports, and facilitating community outreach programs. They 
contribute hundreds of hours annually, ensuring that shelter pets receive the 
care, socialization, and enrichment they need while awaiting their forever 
homes. The designated volunteer space in the new shelter is 54 square feet 
in size and this area will serve as a crucial hub for training, coordination, and 
preparation of supplies used in daily shelter operations. 
 
In accordance with the County’s approved policy on naming rights, approval 
of all names purchased through the capital campaign is required. 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
BCPS - PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY  
Keith Lawson, Finance Director, BCPS, read directly from the resolution he requested to be 
adopted:  
 
WHEREAS, the Burke County Board of Education (hereinafter the “Board”) has entered into 
contract negotiations to acquire a certain parcel of land having an address of 305A Third Street, 
Southwest, Hildebran, Burke County, NC, corresponding to REID 26385, consisting of 
approximately 10.06 acres; 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has also entered into contract negotiations to acquire an adjoining parcel 
located at 0 US HWY 70 W, Hildebran, Burke County, NC, corresponding to REID 61026, 
consisting of approximately 3.91 acres, for the same purpose; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board will further evaluate the suitability of the parcels of property for such uses 
once it has the same under contract; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-426(f), the approval of the Burke County Board 
of Commissioners for the purchase price to be paid for any property to be acquired for school 
construction purposes is required for the Board of Education to enter into such a contract; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Burke, State of North Carolina, by and 
through the Board of Commissioners, hereby approves the purchase price of Six Hundred 
Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars ($675,000) for the purchase of the above-described parcels of 
property. 
 
Additional information from the agenda packet: 

In accordance with N.C.G.S. § 115C-426(f), the Burke County Board of 
Education requests the Burke County Board of Commissioners to approve the 
purchase price of $675,000 for the following properties located in Hildebran, 
Burke County, for the potential construction of a new school: 
 

• 305 A Third St SW, Hildebran, NC (REID 26385) - approximately 10.07 
acres 

• 0 US HWY 70 W (REID 61026) - approximately 3.91 acres 
 

The total acreage for both parcels is approximately 14 acres. These parcels 
have been identified as a potential site for school construction, and upon 
acquisition, further evaluations will be conducted to determine their suitability 
for such purposes. If approved, survey and closing costs, as well as other 
associated costs, will be incurred. 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Commissioner Barrier asked a 
clarifying question pertaining to due diligence activities, which Mr. Lawson addressed. Vice 
Chairman Smith asked about the funding source for the purchase. Mr. Lawson explained that 
the project would be funded by a $42 million grant from the NC Department of Public 
Instruction, sourced from the NC Education Lottery, for the construction of a new elementary 
school, supplemented by capital funds provided by the County. There being no further 
discussion, this item was moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CLERK - APPOINTMENTS & REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE PARKS & RECREATION 
COMMISSION  
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, presented information related to the reappointment of 
Mendell Derreberry and Maurice “Mo” Beam to the Parks & Recreation Commission (P&RC), 
Seat No. 3 (Drexel) and Seat No. 10 (Oak Hill) respectively, for 3-year terms ending March 31, 
2028, as well as the appointment of Jordan Phillips to the P&RC, Seat No. 7 (W.A. Young) to 
complete the remainder of a term ending March 31, 2027. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CM - ADOPTION OF OPIOID RESOLUTION (PLACE HOLDER)  
Following the Board’s action on February 14th, County Manager Brian Epley will present a 
resolution for the expenditure of opioid settlement funds at the regular meeting. The proposed 
allocation will support the extension of a full-time Opioid Coordinator position for an additional 
three (3) years. This role is critical in overseeing opioid response initiatives, coordinating 
community partnerships, and ensuring that settlement funds are utilized effectively to address 
the opioid crisis in Burke County. The Opioid Coordinator will report directly to the County 
Manager to ensure alignment with countywide strategies and priorities. 
 
Budgetary Effect: To be determined. The position will be fully funded through opioid settlement 
funds.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved to the following meeting without objection.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
DSS - PROCLAMATION FOR SOCIAL WORKER APPRECIATION MONTH 2025  
Korey Fisher-Wellman, DSS Director, requested the Board to approve a proclamation declaring 
March as Social Worker Appreciation Month, recognizing the dedication, expertise, and impact 
of social workers in Burke County and beyond. 
 
The 2025 theme, "Social Work: Compassion + Action," highlights how social workers not only 
care deeply about people but also take meaningful action to support individuals, families, and 
communities. Social workers are at the forefront of addressing critical societal challenges, 
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including mental health and substance use disorders, income inequality, and homelessness. 
Their work spans hospitals, schools, government agencies, social service organizations, and 
more, making them essential to the well-being of our society. 
 
Social work is one of the fastest-growing professions in the U.S., with demand projected to 
increase 7% by 2033, reinforcing the vital role social workers play in shaping stronger, healthier 
communities. This proclamation serves to honor their contributions, acknowledge their 
commitment, and emphasize the importance of self-care for those in helping professions. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved to the following meeting without objection.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
FINANCE - APPROVAL OF AUDIT CONTRACT FOR FY 25-26  
Margaret Pierce, Finance Director / Deputy County Manager, stated that the N.C.G.S. § 159-34 
requires the County to have its accounts audited annually by a certified public accountant. The 
County's current audit firm, Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co. P.A., has submitted a 
proposal to do the work for $49,500.  Funding for the audit will be included in the FY 25 - 26 
budget.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Ms. Pierce and Mr. Epley 
responded to a question from Commissioner Barrier related to cost. There being no further 
discussion, this item was moved without objection to the following meeting. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
TAX DEPT. - TAX COLLECTION REPORT - FEBRUARY 2025  
John Bridgers, Tax Administrator, presented the Tax Collection Report for the period ending 
February 28, 2025, as follows: 
 

Category Amount Collected YTD % Collected Balance to Collect 

Property Tax   $52,671,580.28 96.13% $18,616,295.86 
Motor Vehicle Tax   $3,713,609.53 73.16% $1,362,634.47 
Current Year Taxes   $56,385,189.81 94.18% $3,484,233.19 
Delinquent Taxes   $418,860.86 59.84% $281,139.14 
Penalty & Interest     $255,262.33 77.29% $73,737.67 

 
The Tax Levy is the total property tax value, not including motor vehicles, times the tax rate. 
This amount changes monthly with the addition of discoveries, other changes, or corrections, 
and when Public Utility Values are added, typically during September.  
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Category Tax Levy Amount Collected YTD % Collected Balance to Collect 

Property Tax $71,287,876.14    $52,671,580.28   73.89%   $18,616,295.86 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved to the following meeting without objection.  
  

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
TAX DEPT. - RELEASE REFUND REPORT - FEBRUARY  2025  
John Bridgers, Tax Administrator, presented the Tax Release and Refund report for the period 
ending February 28, 2025, as follows:  
 

VTS Refunds Over $100 
 Refund Amount 

VTS Adjustments $1,093.88 
 

Address 3 Bill #
Refund 

Description
Refund 
Reason

Tax 
Jurisdiction

Levy 
Type

Change
Interest 
Change

01 TAX ($207.20) $0.00
38 TAX ($37.01) $0.00

Refund

01 TAX $0.00 $0.00
57 TAX ($304.99) $0.00

57
VEHIC
LE 
FEE

($20.00) $0.00

28 TAX $64.05 $0.00
Refund

01 TAX ($101.08) $0.00
57 TAX ($90.25) $0.00

57
VEHIC
LE 
FEE

($20.00) $0.00

Refund
01 TAX ($132.07) $0.00
57 TAX ($117.91) $0.00

57
VEHIC
LE 
FEE

$0.00 $0.00

Refund
01 TAX ($134.99) $0.00
22 TAX ($25.31) $0.00

Refund

Refund 
Total

$1093.88

Vehicle 
Sold

($134.99)
($25.31)

$160.30
0080333041

Refund Generated 
due to proration 

on Bill 
#0080333041-2024-
2024-0000-00

WHITESIDES, 
DAVID WILLIAM

MORGANTON, NC 
28655

($132.07)
($117.91)

$0.00

$249.98

0081132130

Refund Generated 
due to proration 

on Bill 
#0081132130-2024-
2024-0000-00

HUOT, SOPHEAP
MORGANTON, NC 

28655

Vehicle 
Sold

0057827619

Refund Generated 
due to proration 

on Bill 
#0057827619-2024-
2024-0000-00

HART, NANCY 
BASS

MORGANTON, NC 
28655

Vehicle 
Sold

($101.08)
($90.25)

($20.00)

$211.33

$0.00
($304.99)

($20.00)

$64.05
$260.94

0082538506

Refund Generated 
due to 

adjustment on 
Bill #0082538506-
2024-2024-0000

GRISWOLD HOME 
REPAIR LLC

CONNELLY 
SPRINGS, NC 

28612

Vehicle 
Sold

BONES JONES 
BRANDS LLC

MORGANTON, NC 
28655

Situs 
error

Primary Owner Total Change

($207.20)
($37.01)

$211.33
0074601049

Refund Generated 
due to proration 

on Bill 
#0074601049-2024-
2024-0000-00

 
 

Tax System Refunds and Releases 
Report 
Amount 

Rebilled  
Amount 

Net 
Release 

Refund 
Amount 

$5,815.08 $1,314.42 $4,500.66 $0.00 
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Bill Date
Bill Amount 

after 
Release($)

7/15/2024 0.00

7/15/2024 1,295.94

7/15/2024 0.00

7/15/2024 0.00

2/3/2025 0.00

2/3/2025 0.00

1,295.94

7/1/2022 0.00

7/3/2023 0.00

7/15/2024 0.00

0.00

7/15/2024 12.32

7/15/2024 0.00

9/4/2024 0.00

9/4/2024 0.00

12.32

7/1/2015 0.00

7/1/2016 0.00

7/1/2017 0.00

7/1/2018 0.00

7/1/2019 0.00

7/1/2020 0.00

7/1/2021 0.00

7/1/2022 0.00

7/3/2023 0.00

0.00

2/3/2025 0.00

0.00

7/15/2024 6.16

6.16

7/15/2024 0.00

0.00

7/15/2024 0.00

7/15/2024 0.00

7/15/2024 0.00

0.00

1,314.42

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Adjustment   

0000005123-2024-2024-0000-01-REG VANOSS, KRISTINA LINDA WILBUR 2/6/2025 1,251.94 1,251.94

Bill # Taxpayer Name Operator ID 
(Name)

Release 
Date

Orig Bill 
Amount($)

Release 
Amount($)

0000054257-2024-2024-0000-00-REG PIERCY, JOHNNY A JR LINDA WILBUR 2/7/2025 44.00 44.00

0000005123-2024-2024-0000-02-REG VANOSS, KRISTINA LINDA WILBUR 2/6/2025 1,339.94 44.00

0024084115-2024-2024-0000-00-REG PRITCHARD, EDITH C KAYLA BURGESS 2/3/2025 24.64 24.64

0024008408-2024-2024-0000-00-REG LANE, LISA MICHELLE LINDA WILBUR 2/25/2025 12.32 12.32

Subtotal 2,785.48 1,489.54

0024084115-2024-2024-0000-01-REG PRITCHARD, EDITH C KAYLA BURGESS 2/3/2025 112.64 112.64

0000085616-2023-2023-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 94.16 94.16

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Deceased   

0000085616-2022-2022-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 90.26 90.26

Subtotal 278.58 278.58

0000085616-2024-2024-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 94.16 94.16

0024077671-2024-2024-0000-01-REG HALL, JEFFREY DOUGLAS LINDA WILBUR 2/26/2025 217.76 217.76

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Duplicate Billing   

0024008408-2024-2024-0000-00-REG LANE, LISA MICHELLE LINDA WILBUR 2/25/2025 282.48 270.16

0024083053-2024-2024-0000-00-REG BRIGHTSPEED OF CENTRAL 
NORTH CAROLINA LLC LINDA WILBUR 2/24/2025 1,041.98 1,041.98

0024083052-2024-2024-0000-00-REG BRIGHTSPEED OF CENTRAL 
NORTH CAROLINA LLC LINDA WILBUR 2/24/2025 4.84 4.84

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Listed In Error   

0000092790-2015-2015-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 80.09 80.09

Subtotal 1,547.06 1,534.74

0000092790-2017-2017-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 88.49 88.49

0000092790-2016-2016-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 83.09 83.09

0000092790-2019-2019-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 90.65 90.65

0000092790-2018-2018-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 90.49 90.49

0000092790-2021-2021-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 84.26 84.26

0000092790-2020-2020-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 80.26 80.26

0000092790-2023-2023-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 94.16 94.16

0000092790-2022-2022-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 90.26 90.26

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Process Correction   

0024084115-2024-2024-0000-02-REG PRITCHARD, EDITH C KAYLA BURGESS 2/4/2025 200.64 200.64

Subtotal 781.75 781.75

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Release LFUF   

0000076862-2024-2024-0000-00-REG DUBOSE, SANDRA S KAYLA BURGESS 2/25/2025 94.16 88.00

Subtotal 200.64 200.64

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Situs Correction   

0000081109-2024-2024-0000-00-REG H DOCKERY TEELE JR PA LINDA WILBUR 2/17/2025 43.24 43.24

Subtotal 94.16 88.00

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Sold/Traded   

0000044319-2024-2024-0000-00-REG BARLOW, CAROLYN B LINDA WILBUR 2/27/2025 5.60 5.60

Subtotal 43.24 43.24

0024077372-2024-2024-0000-00-REG HART, DANIEL LEE KAYLA BURGESS 2/26/2025 6.16 6.16

0024059636-2024-2024-0000-00-REG PHILYAW, ALISA R KAYLA BURGESS 2/28/2025 72.41 72.41

Total 5,815.08 4,500.66

Subtotal 84.17 84.17

 

197



March 3, 2025 (Pre-Agenda) 

Page 19 

 
*Note: The net release amount results from the reported amount minus the rebilled amount.   
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved to the following meeting without objection.  
   

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
WPCC – PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL DATA FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DEC. 31, 
2024  
Sandy Hoilman, Chief Financial Officer, WPCC, presented an overview of the College’s financial 
data for the period ending Dec. 31, 2024, as follows:   

 

 

 

Summary of Revenues BUDGET ACTUAL REMAINING PGLT ACTUAL REMAINING BUDGET ACTUAL REMAINING
State Appropriations 16,857,464           8,373,546               
Add. Allocations (detail below) 2,324,624             
County Appropriations 3,046,882             1,523,441             
Rent & Interest Income 13,500                   15,172                   
Institutional Funds 6,704,572             4,082,905             

Total Budgeted Revenues 19,182,088           8,373,546               10,808,542      3,060,382             1,538,613             1,521,769         6,704,572             4,082,905             2,621,667         

Summary of Expenditures
Institutional Support 3,380,144             1,960,558               58% 269,183                233,871                87% 258,740                30,220                   12%
Curriculum Instruction 7,708,419             3,586,700               47% 594,000                336,903                57%
Non Curriculum Instruction 2,380,614             973,324                   41% 251,000                52,190                   21%
Academic Support 1,566,451             728,080                   46% 500                        -                             0%
Student Support 3,449,461             732,048                   21% 831,500                1,331,629             160%
Plant Operations & Maint. 2,791,199             1,256,798             45%
Proprietary / Other 977,214                641,871                66%
Student Aid 3,791,618             2,203,242             58%
Capital Outlay (excluding Capital 
Improvements) 696,999                249,578                   36%

Total Budgeted Expenditures 19,182,088           8,230,288               10,951,800      3,060,382             1,490,668             1,569,714         6,704,572             4,596,055             2,108,517         
42.9% 57.1% 48.7% 51.3% 68.6% 31.4%

ADDITIONAL FUNDING DESIGNATED FOR APPROVED PROJECTS For Year Ending June 30, 2025
Customized Training Projects 48,644                   Total College Budget 28,947,042$         
ApprenticeshipNC reversion (25,948)                 Total Expenditures 14,317,011$         49.5%
Perkins Carryforward 25,273                   
Hurricane Relief 1,858,771             
Enrollment Growth 417,884                

Fund Balance: County Funds
Fund Balance, Beginning July 1, 2024 648,692            
Current Operating Cash 47,945              

Current Fund Balance 696,636            
Total Other 2,324,624             

23%

FY 2024-2025 SUMMARY AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2024

STATE COUNTY INSTITUTIONAL
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Ms. Hoilman informed the Board that the campus experienced minimal damage from Hurricane 
Helene. The most significant impact was on the Alpine Tower, which was destroyed. WPCC is 
currently in the process of planning its reconstruction. The current Emergency Services Training 
Center did experience some flooding. They are working with their insurance provider and FEMA 
to secure funding, primarily to rebuild the Alpine Tower and support other related recovery 
efforts. As for the new Emergency Services Training Center, construction is currently underway 
and is expected to be completed by May 2026.  
 
Ms. Hoilman highlighted two (2) major initiatives underway at the college. Beginning in Fall 
2025, the majority of WPCC courses will shift to 8-week sessions. This change is not intended to 
increase students' course loads but to allow them to focus on fewer classes at a time in an 
effort to bolster student success. In response to recent staff retirements and ongoing feedback 
from students and employers, WPCC is transitioning to a “Wooden College” model. This will 
merge continuing education and curriculum programs to better align with the growing demand 
for short-term workforce development. The goal is to provide students with clear pathways 
from short-term training into credentialed curriculum programs, offering more flexibility and 
services to meet their needs. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. In response to a question from 
Chairman Brittain, Ms. Hoilman explained there was no damage to the new Emergency Services 
Training Center site. There being no further discussion, this item was moved without objection 
to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CM – APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 10 - $11,630  
Brian Epley, County Manager, stated that Burke County has received a grant from the 
Department of Health and Human Services for $11,630 to be used to improve performance 
management. 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 10 
REVENUES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
100-50000-01-439123 AA 123 Revenues $11,630  
EXPENSES 
ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
100-50000-10-433496 AA 123 Expenses $11,630  
Purpose: Recognize additional funding from various sources.  
 
A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 
 
Budgetary Effect: $11,630 utilization of grant funding. This funding will be utilized to send staff 
to a LEAN performance evaluation and improvement training. 

199



March 3, 2025 (Pre-Agenda) 

Page 21 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 
TAX - PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX AUDIT, PRESENT USE VALUE AUDIT, AND TAX 
FORECLOSURE POLICIES 
The following three (3) items were presented together in a single, consolidated presentation 
covering all three (3) policies. The combined presentation was delivered by County Manager 
Brian Epley, the highlights of which were as follows: 
 

  

  
 

This space is intentionally left blank. 
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202



March 3, 2025 (Pre-Agenda) 

Page 24 

 

 

 
 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Chairman Brittain inquired how 
many taxpayers have a listing greater than $50,000, but Mr. Epley did not have those numbers 
offhand. In response to a follow-up question from Chairman Brittain, Mr. Epley explained that 
while there is no statutory requirement specifically guiding business property audits; however, 
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there is a statutory requirement for audits related to Present Use Value (PUV) properties. The 
law mandates that properties in the PUV program be audited every eight (8) years to ensure 
they remain in active use. Mr. Epley noted that the County currently conducts these reviews 
every four (4) years due to a three-year lookback provision. Further, he explained that the 
original proposal for an eight-year business audit cycle was based on the statutory requirement 
for PUV. This time frame helps avoid overburdening staff or taxpayers, particularly since the 
audit process involves working with independent firms and submitting detailed documentation.  
 
Chairman Brittain asked about the average lifespan of businesses in Burke County, particularly 
whether more than half remain operational for at least eight (8) years. Mr. Epley responded 
that business longevity varies widely based on numerous factors but offered to provide data at 
the Board’s regular meeting. Commissioner Stroud asked about potential education and 
outreach efforts to help ensure compliance. Mr. Epley suggested implementing a grace period 
or soft launch strategy to help ease the transition and educate businesses. In response to a 
question from Vice Chairman Smith, Mr. Epley addressed the differences between PUV tax 
credits and those associated with the USDA’s Conservation Reserve Program. 
 
Regarding excessive legal fees, Commissioner Barrier followed up with concerns raised by 
constituents who had received letters from the Kania Law Firm. Mr. Epley responded that 
establishing a formalized standard operating procedure, such as those currently being 
proposed, would likely have led to better outcomes and reduced legal expenses. Chairman 
Brittain proposed shortening the audit cycle or proactively engaging with newly established 
businesses. However, Mr. Epley noted that such an approach presents logistical challenges. 
There being nothing further, these three (3) items were moved, without objection, to the 
following meeting.  
 

RESULT: THE THREE (3) ITEMS WERE MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE 
NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CM – APPROVAL BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 10 - $849,691 

RESULT: REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA.  
 
REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 
ELECTIONS – DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE  
Kenny Rhyne, Elections Director, provided a departmental update as follows: 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 17, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
DSS - MONTHLY OPERATIONAL REPORT  
Korey Fisher-Wellman, DSS Director, presented a monthly operational report as follows:  
 

  
 
This space is intentionally left blank.  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Mr. Fisher-Wellman responded 
to an inquiry from Commissioner Barrier regarding the new North Carolina Secretary of the 

210



March 3, 2025 (Pre-Agenda) 

Page 32 

Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), who recently visited the Burke County 
community. Afterwards, Brett Porter, Social Work Supervisor III, and Cynthia Potter, Social 
Work Supervisor III, gave a joint presentation on the Department of Social Services’ (DSS) 
Adult Protective Services unit as follows: 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Ms. Potter responded to a 
question about program eligibility from Chairman Brittain. There being no further discussion, 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion:  To accept the report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, and Mike Stroud 
ABSENT: Randy Burns 

 
OTHER DISCUSSION ITEMS 
Chairman Brittain asked Board members to submit their reports to the Clerk for inclusion in the 
regular agenda packet. He issued reminders for the upcoming BOC meetings. He also invited 
youth groups to sign up to lead the Pledge of Allegiance at Commissioners' meetings, 
encouraged citizens to spay or neuter their pets, as well as cover their loads when transporting 
waste to the landfill.  
 
ACTION ITEMS - NONE 
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ADJOURN 
Motion: To adjourn the meeting at 5:03 p.m.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, and Mike Stroud 
ABSENT: Randy Burns 

Approved this 19th day of May 2025. 

Attest: 
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