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MINUTES 
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on Monday, March 17, 2025, 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Commissioners' Meeting Room, Burke County Services Building, 110 N. 
Green Street, Entrance E, in Morganton, North Carolina. The meeting was streamed live on the 
County’s YouTube channel, BurkeCountyNC, and it was broadcast on the local cable systems. 
The agenda, in its entirety, was posted to the County’s website, www.burkenc.org, several days 
prior to the meeting. Pursuant to Resolution No. 2024-17 adopted and effective on August 20, 
2024, the Burke County Board of Commissioners conferred upon itself all the power, duties and 
responsibilities of the Board of Health and the Social Services Board. Those present were: 
 
COMMISSIONERS:   Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
 Brian Barrier 
 Randy Burns 
 Mike Stroud 
 
STAFF:  Brian Epley, County Manager 
 Margaret Pierce, Finance Director / Deputy County Manager  
 Dylan Laws, Wilson, Lackey, Rohr & Hall P.C. 

Kay Honeycutt Draughn, Clerk to the Board 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Brittain called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. He also extended condolences to 
Commissioner Burns on the passing of his uncle. 
 
INVOCATION 

 Matt Matthews, Co-Pastor, Waldensian Presbyterian Church, delivered the invocation. 
  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 197, Glen Alpine, led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American 
flag. 

 
Depicted from left to right: Eli Roper, Commissioner Stroud, Axil Scherpenisse, Matthew Soentgen Jr., Commissioner 

Burns, Eli Scherpenisse, Michael Chatham, Matthew Soentgen Sr., Noah Soentgen, Chairman Brittain, Cyrus 
Scherpenisse, Commissioner Barrier, and Vice Chairman Smith. 
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion: To approve the agenda as amended, with the addition of Decision Item No. 
6, Resolution Authorizing Litigation & Settlement. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – NONE 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
CM - DISASTER RECOVERY UPDATE  
As it has been just over 150 days since Western North Carolina was devastated by the impact of 
Hurricane Helene, Brian Epley, County Manager, presented an update on the ongoing recovery 
efforts in Burke County, the highlights of which were as follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Mr. Epley responded to a 
clarifying question from Commissioner Stroud regarding waterway debris cleanup and 
Commissioner Burns about construction waste. There being no further discussion, Chairman 
Brittain opened the floor for a motion.  
  
Motion: To accept the report as presented.    

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
BOC - DONATION FROM MORGANTON HIGH SCHOOL WILDCAT ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION  
Robert Patton and other representatives from the Morganton High School Wildcat Alumni 
Association presented a $500 donation in appreciation of the exceptional community support 
provided by county employees during Hurricane Helene and the recovery process. Chairman 
Brittain invited county staff who were in the audience to participate in getting a commemorative 
photo with the Alumni Association.   
 
Budgetary Effect:  $500 increase in revenue.  
 
This space is intentionally left blank. 

328



March 17, 2025 (Regular) 

Page 10 

 
 
After taking a commemorative photo, Chairman Brittain opened the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the $500 donation from the Morganton High School Wildcat 
Alumni Association as presented.   

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
EMS - RECOGNITION OF LIFE SAVERS  
James Robinson, EMS Director, requested recognition for several Emergency Services staff 
members for their exemplary lifesaving actions during recent emergency incidents. These 
dedicated individuals responded swiftly and skillfully to critical situations, providing essential 
medical care that resulted in positive outcomes for patients in urgent need. 
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During the presentation, Commissioner Burns shared his experience with the gentleman who 
was saved by Burke County EMS. He was waiting for his turn to use an ATM, and when it was 
his turn, he noticed the gentleman who went before him did not complete his transaction and 
left his debit card behind. Commissioner Burns retrieved the man’s debit card from the machine 
and spent the next few days trying to return it—visiting the man’s house twice and leaving a 
note with a neighbor. On Sunday night, after returning from a county commission event, he 
received a call from the man and arranged to return the card. They met at a county building, 
and after confirming the man's identity, Commissioner Burns returned the card. During their 
conversation, the man shared how Kimoni had found him unconscious in his car days earlier 
and taken lifesaving action. Commissioner Burns praised Kimoni for his quick thinking and 
willingness to help, expressing deep gratitude for his service to the community. 

 
April Traxler, STEMI Coordinator with Frye Regional Medical Center, spoke about the long-
standing collaboration between Burke County EMS and local hospitals in improving care for 
STEMI (heart attack) patients. She highlighted the county’s early and proactive role in adopting 
12-lead EKG technology and training. Burke County EMS was commended for its leadership in 
developing protocols that are now adopted statewide and nationally through the Mission Lifeline 
program. 
 
Ms. Traxler emphasized the importance of teamwork among EMS, hospitals, dispatchers, first 
responders, and community members, including those who have placed AEDs in local 
businesses and churches. She praised Burke County's innovative system of having dispatch, 
rather than EMS, alert the hospital directly, allowing EMS to remain focused on patient care. 
This approach has reduced emergency department delays and improved survival rates. 
 
She thanked the Board for their continued support of EMS funding, including investments in life-
saving equipment, which provides consistent CPR and can help restore circulation, offering 
families both hope and closure. Further, she thanked the first responders for their hard work.  
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Depicted from left to right: Commissioner Burns, Lt. Zack Williams, Paramedic Ashley Lane, Commissioner Stroud, A-

EMT Wes Taylor, Burke Rescue Squad, EMT Nick Massey, Burke Rescue EMT Madison Hodges, Paramedic Debbie 
Taylor, Chairman Brittain, EMT Student Stephanie Smith, Sgt. James Deal, Vice Chairman Smith, Paramedic Cam 
Hartung, Cpt. Scott Brasecker, Commissioner Barrier, EMT Kimoni Money, Director James Robinson, and Deputy. 

Director John Hood. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments and then praised the EMS 
department.  
 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 
 
INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for informal public comments and asked speakers to limit 
their comments to three (3) minutes. 
 
Sherri McGimsey of Morganton, the founder, provided an update on Brighter House, a 
psychosocial rehabilitation (PSR) program launched in 2022 with grant funding and community 
support. Inspired by the national clubhouse model, Brighter House is now a licensed, 
independent nonprofit serving individuals with severe mental illness. The program currently 
serves 15 members and is expanding. She highlighted the clubhouse model’s effectiveness in 
reducing hospitalizations, stabilizing housing, and improving employment outcomes. Ms. 
McGimsey asked for continued funding support and encouraged members to visit the facility or 
request more information. She closed with a personal story about her son’s struggle with 
mental illness, highlighting the value of having a safe, understanding space like Brighter House 
for individuals and families. 
 
Carla Kincaid of the Oak Hill community shared reflections inspired by the book March On: The 
Day My Brother Martin Changed the World, written by Martin Luther King Jr.’s brother. She 
emphasized the ongoing importance of unity, using our voices, and protecting civil rights, which 
she believes are currently being threatened. Ms. Kincaid expressed concern about national 
division, the erosion of shared values, and potential impacts on Burke County. She called for 
greater dialogue across political lines and suggested future town hall meetings to keep residents 
informed and engaged. She closed by affirming the need to stay grounded in faith during 
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uncertain times. 
 
Cristy Gupton of Morganton encouraged the Board of Commissioners and local employers to 
consider joining a multi-district litigation (MDL) against drug manufacturers and Pharmacy 
Benefit Managers (PBMs). She explained that this litigation targets alleged illegal practices such 
as price fixing, kickbacks, and supply chain manipulation that have significantly increased 
prescription drug costs. Ms. Gupton noted the burden these rising costs place on employers, 
employees, and community health plans, and emphasized that recovering these funds is part of 
a fiduciary duty for health plan sponsors. She referenced past opioid settlements as an example 
of successful MDL outcomes and invited anyone interested to a Zoom meeting with a litigation 
specialist the following day. 
 
There was no one else to address the Board; therefore, Chairman Brittain closed this portion of 
the meeting.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
At the request of the Board, Brian Epley, County Manager, reviewed the following 10 items on 
the consent agenda.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Commissioner Barrier expressed 
support for purchasing property for a new school using lottery funds but urged the county to 
sell off surplus properties like Chesterfield Elementary to return them to the private sector, 
generating tax revenue and potential business activity. Regarding the opioid resolution, he 
raised concerns about the county spending over $400,000 on strategic planning with minimal 
direct action, noting that only $10,000 was spent on naloxone distribution. He contrasted this 
with Wilkes County, which has implemented 15 concrete strategies using settlement funds, 
including recovery services, treatment for incarcerated individuals, public education, and 
employment programs. Commissioner Barrier emphasized the urgency of shifting from planning 
to action, given 94 overdose deaths and 1,200 overdose calls in Burke County over the past two 
(2) years. He encouraged the new opioid board to begin funding and partnering with local 
service providers quickly, and he recommended reviewing Wilkes County’s detailed spending 
plans as a model for effective use of funds. 
 
With no further discussion, Chairman Brittain opened the floor for a motion. The Consent 
Agenda was approved with a single motion. 
 
ASFI (ANIMAL SERVICES FOUNDATION, INC.) - APPROVAL OF NAME FOR THE 
VOLUNTEER ROOM AT THE NEW ANIMAL SHELTER  
In December, William & Rose Mueller of Valdese generously donated $5,000 to the capital 
campaign for the new animal shelter. As part of their donation, they have requested that the 
small space designated for volunteer operations be named in honor of Valdese Code 
Enforcement Officer, Michael Dylan Hicks, in recognition of his dedication to animal welfare and 
community service. 
 
Volunteers are the backbone of the Burke County Animal Shelter, providing invaluable support 
in caring for animals, assisting with adoptions, organizing rescue transports, and facilitating 
community outreach programs. They contribute hundreds of hours annually, ensuring that 
shelter pets receive the care, socialization, and enrichment they need while awaiting their 
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forever homes. The designated volunteer space in the new shelter will be 54 square feet in size, 
and this area will serve as a crucial hub for training, coordination, and preparation of supplies 
used in daily shelter operations. 
 
In accordance with the County’s approved policy on naming rights, approval of all names 
purchased through the capital campaign is required. 
 
Motion: To approve naming the volunteer area at the new animal shelter in honor of 
Valdese Code Enforcement Officer Michael Dylan Hicks and express appreciation to 
the Muellers for their generous community support.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
BCPS - PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY  
In accordance with N.C.G.S. § 115C-426(f), the Burke County Board of Education requested 
that the Burke County Board of Commissioners approve the purchase price of $675,000 for the 
following properties located in Hildebran, Burke County, for the potential construction of a new 
school: 
 

• 305 A Third St SW, Hildebran, NC (REID 26385) - approximately 10.07 acres 
• 0 US HWY 70 W (REID 61026) - approximately 3.91 acres 

 
The total acreage for both parcels is approximately 14 acres. These parcels have been identified 
as a potential site for school construction, and upon acquisition, further evaluations will be 
conducted to determine their suitability for such purposes. If approved, survey and closing 
costs, as well as other associated costs, will be incurred. 
 
Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-11, as presented. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Resolution No. 2025-11 reads as follows: 
  
COUNTY OF BURKE 
NORTH CAROLINA  
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE PRICE OF PROPERTY  
ACQUIRED FOR SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION 

 
WHEREAS, the Burke County Board of Education (hereinafter the “Board”) has entered into 
contract negotiations to acquire a certain parcel of land having an address of 305A Third 
Street, Southwest, Hildebran, Burke County, NC, corresponding to REID 26385, consisting of 
approximately 10.06 acres; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board has also entered into contract negotiations to acquire an adjoining 
parcel located at 0 US HWY 70 W, Hildebran, Burke County, NC, corresponding to REID 
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61026, consisting of approximately 3.91 acres, for the same purpose; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board will further evaluate the suitability of the parcels of property for such 
uses once it has the same under contract; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-426(f), the approval of the Burke County 
Board of Commissioners for the purchase price to be paid for any property to be acquired for 
school construction purposes is required for the Board of Education to enter into such a 
contract; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Burke, State of North Carolina, by 
and through the Board of Commissioners, hereby approves the purchase price of Six Hundred 
Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars ($675,000) for the purchase of the above-described parcels of 
property. 

 
 Adopted this 17th day of March 2025.  
 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke County Board of Commissioners 

 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 

 
CLERK - APPOINTMENTS & REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE PARKS & RECREATION 
COMMISSION  
The following seats on the Parks & Recreation Commission have terms that expire March 31st: 
Seat No. 3, Drexel and Seat No. 10, Oak Hill. Both members are seeking reappointment. Seat 
No. 7, representing W.A. Young, is vacant. An application was received from Jordan Phillips. 
Seats No. 3 and 10 have 3-year terms ending March 31, 2028, and Seat No. 10 has an 
unexpired term ending March 31, 2027.  
 
Motion:  To reappoint Mendell Derreberry and Maurice “Mo” Beam to the Parks & 
Recreation Commission (P&RC), Seat No. 3 (Drexel) and Seat No. 10 (Oak Hill) 
respectively, for 3-year terms ending March 31, 2028. To appoint Jordan Phillips to 
the P&RC, Seat No. 7 (W.A. Young) to complete the remainder of a term ending 
March 31, 2027.    

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
CM - ADOPTION OF OPIOID RESOLUTION  
Following the Board’s action on February 14th, this was a request to adopt a resolution for the 
expenditure of opioid settlement funds. The proposed allocation will support the extension of a 
full-time Opioid Coordinator position for an additional three (3) years. Additionally, it will fund a 
Project Manager to oversee the drug court program and assist the Opioid Settlement 
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Coordinator. These roles are critical in overseeing opioid response initiatives, coordinating 
community partnerships, and ensuring that settlement funds are utilized effectively to address 
the opioid crisis in Burke County. Both positions will report directly to the County Manager to 
ensure alignment with countywide strategies and priorities. 
 
Budgetary Effect: $655,000 will be fully funded through opioid settlement funds. This would 
cover salary, benefits, equipment, supplies, and travel for both positions.  
 
Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-10, as presented. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Resolution No. 2025-10 reads as follows: 
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

 
A RESOLUTION BY THE COUNTY OF BURKE 

TO DIRECT THE EXPENDITURE OF OPIOID SETTLEMENT FUNDS 
 

WHEREAS Burke County has joined national settlement agreements with companies engaged in 
the manufacturing, distribution, and dispensing of opioids, including settlements with drug 
distributors Cardinal, McKesson, and AmerisourceBergen, and the drug maker Johnson & 
Johnson and its subsidiary Janssen Pharmaceuticals; 

 
WHEREAS the allocation, use, and reporting of funds stemming from these national settlement 
agreements and certain bankruptcy resolutions (“Opioid Settlement Funds”) are governed by 
the Memorandum of Agreement Between the State of North Carolina and Local Governments on 
Proceeds Relating to the Settlement of Opioid Litigation (“MOA”); 

 
WHEREAS Burke County has received Opioid Settlement Funds pursuant to these national 
settlement agreements and deposited the Opioid Settlement Funds in a separate special 
revenue fund as required by section D of the MOA; 

 
WHEREAS section E.6 of the MOA states: 
 
E.6. Process for drawing from special revenue funds. 
 

a. Budget item or resolution required. Opioid Settlement Funds can be used for a purpose 
when the Governing Body includes in its budget or passes a separate budget resolution 
authorizing the expenditure of a stated amount of Opioid Settlement Funds for that 
purpose or those purposes during a specified period of time. 
 

b. Budget item or resolution details. The budget or resolution should (i) indicate that it is 
an authorization for expenditure of Opioid Settlement Funds; (ii) state the specific 
strategy or strategies the county or municipality intends to fund pursuant to Option A or 
Option B, using the item letter and/or number in Exhibit A or Exhibit B to identify each 
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funded strategy, and (iii) state the amount dedicated to each strategy for a stated 
period of time. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, in alignment with the NC MOA, Burke County authorizes 
the expenditure of opioid settlement funds as follows: 
 

1. Strategy authorized 
a. Name of strategy: Collaborative strategic planning 
b. Strategy is included in Exhibit A 
c. Item letter and/or number in Exhibit A to the MOA: 1 
d. Amount authorized for this strategy: $405,000 
e. Period of time during which expenditure may take place: 

start date of July 1, 2025, through end date June 30, 2028 
f. Description of the program, project, or activity: Hire a full-time staff member as 

project manager to oversee programs and funding for the Opioid Settlement 
Funds. This employee would work for the County Manager. Funds would cover 
salary, benefits, equipment, supplies, and travel for the position.  

g. Provider: Burke County 
 

2. Strategy authorized 
a. Name of strategy: Collaborative strategic planning 
b. Strategy is included in Exhibit A 
c. Item letter and/or number in Exhibit A to the MOA: 1 
d. Amount authorized for this strategy: $250,000 
e. Period of time during which expenditure may take place: 

start date of July 1, 2025, through end date June 30, 2028 
f. Description of the program, project, or activity: Hire a full-time staff member as 

project manager to oversee drug court programs and assist the Opioid 
Settlement Coordinator as needed. This employee would work for the County 
Manager. Funds would cover salary, benefits, equipment, supplies and travel for 
the position.  

g. Provider: Burke County 
 
The total dollar amount of Opioid Settlement Funds appropriated across the above-named and 
authorized strategies is $655,000. 
 
 Adopted this 17th day of March 2025. 
 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
CM - APPROVAL BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 10 - $11,630  

336



March 17, 2025 (Regular) 

Page 18 

This was a request to adopt a budget amendment to recognize that Burke County has received 
a grant from the Department of Health and Human Services for $11,630, which will be used to 
improve performance management. 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 10 
REVENUES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
100-50000-01-439123 AA 123 Revenues $11,630  

EXPENSES 
ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
100-50000-10-433496 AA 123 Expenses $11,630  

 
Budgetary Effect: $11,630 utilization of grant funding. This funding will be utilized to send staff 
to a LEAN performance evaluation and improvement training. 
 
Motion: To adopt Budget Amendment No. 10 in the amount of $11,630 as presented.  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Budget Amendment No. 10 reads as follows: 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 10 
REVENUES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
100-50000-01-439123 AA 123 Revenues $11,630  

EXPENSES 
ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
100-50000-10-433496 AA 123 Expenses $11,630  
Purpose: recognize additional funding from various sources.  
 
A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 
 
 Adopted this 17th day of March 2025. 
 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
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DSS - PROCLAMATION FOR SOCIAL WORKER APPRECIATION MONTH 2025  
The Board was requested to approve the following proclamation declaring March as Social 
Worker Appreciation Month, recognizing the dedication, expertise, and impact of social workers 
in Burke County and beyond. 
 
The 2025 theme, "Social Work: Compassion + Action," highlights how social workers not only 
care deeply about people but also take meaningful action to support individuals, families, and 
communities. Social workers are at the forefront of addressing critical societal challenges, 
including mental health and substance use disorders, income inequality, and homelessness. 
Their work spans hospitals, schools, government agencies, social service organizations, and 
more, making them essential to the well-being of our society. 
 
Social work is one of the fastest-growing professions in the U.S., with demand projected to 
increase 7% by 2033, reinforcing the vital role social workers play in shaping stronger, healthier 
communities. This proclamation serves to honor their contributions, acknowledge their 
commitment, and emphasize the importance of self-care for those in helping professions. 
 
Motion: To approve Proclamation No. 2025-02.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Proclamation No. 2025-02 reads as follows: 
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

 
SOCIAL WORK MONTH 2025 PROCLAMATION: 

COMPASSION + ACTION 
 
WHEREAS, people have entered the social work profession for generations because they 
genuinely care about helping improve the welfare of people, families, communities, and our 
nation; 
 
WHEREAS, this year’s Social Work Month theme, “Social Work: Compassion + Action,” 
embodies the fact that social workers go through years of education and training, so they have 
the skills and expertise to transform their care for others into action that brings positive results; 
 
WHEREAS, Social Workers positively touch the lives of millions of Americans each day and in a 
variety of places, including schools, hospitals, the military, child welfare agencies, community 
centers, and in federal, state and local government;  
 
WHEREAS, Social Workers help all people, regardless of race, religion, color, national origin, 
age, sex or disability; 
 
WHEREAS, Social Workers adhere to a Code of Ethics that emphasizes advocating for fairness 
and equality, and acknowledging the inherent value and dignity of every individual; 
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WHEREAS, the Social Work Profession is one of the fastest growing professions in the United 
States, with more than 800,000 people expected to be employed as Social Workers by 2033; 
 
WHEREAS, Social Workers are the largest group of mental health care providers in the United 
States, working daily to help thousands of Americans overcome mental illnesses such as 
depression and anxiety;  
 
WHEREAS, Social Workers help protect millions of children, provide services and support, that 
help strengthen families that are under stress, and help create new families through adoption; 
 
WHEREAS, research proves the presence of Social Workers in schools, hospitals, and assisted 
living facilities improves education and health outcomes and quality of life for students, patients 
and residents; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, in recognition of the numerous contributions made by America’s Social 
Workers, the Burke County Board of Commissioners do hereby proclaim the month of March 
2025 as National Social Work Month in celebration and support of the Social Work Profession. 
  
 Approved this 17th day of March 2025. 
 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
FINANCE - APPROVAL OF AUDIT CONTRACT FOR FY 25-26  
North Carolina General Statute § 159-34 requires the County to have its accounts audited 
annually by a certified public accountant. The County's current audit firm, Thompson, Price, 
Scott, Adams & Co. P.A., has submitted a proposal to do the work for $49,500.   
 
Budgetary Effect:  None.  Funding for the audit will be included in the FY 25 – 26 budget.  
 
Motion: To award the contract for the Fiscal Year 25 - 26 audit to Thompson, Price, 
Scott, Adams & Co., P.A. in the amount of $49,500. Further, to authorize the 
Chairman and County Manager to execute the contract, subject to review and / or 
revision by the County Attorney.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
TAX DEPT. - TAX COLLECTION REPORT - FEBRUARY 2025  
The Tax Collection Report for the period between July 1, 2024, and February 28, 2025, was 
presented to the Board at the pre-agenda meeting as follows: 
 

Category Amount Collected YTD % Collected Balance to Collect 
Property Tax   $52,671,580.28         96.13%      $18,616,295.86 
Motor Vehicle Tax   $3,713,609.53         73.16%      $1,362,634.47 
Current Year Taxes   $56,385,189.81         94.18%      $3,484,233.19 
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Delinquent Taxes   $418,860.86         59.84%      $281,139.14 
Penalty & Interest     $255,262.33          77.29%      $73,737.67 

 
The Tax Levy is the total property tax value not including motor vehicles times the tax rate. 
This amount changes monthly with the addition of discoveries, other changes, or corrections, 
and when Public Utility Values are added, typically during September.  
 

Category Tax Levy Amount Collected 
YTD 

% 
Collected Balance to Collect 

Property Tax $71,287,876.14    $52,671,580.28   73.89%   $18,616,295.86 
 
Motion: To accept the Tax Collection Report for February 2025 as presented.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
TAX DEPT. - RELEASE REFUND REPORT - FEBRUARY  2025  
Releases in value and/or refunds of taxes typically occur when: 
 

• Taxpayers submit information that creates a reduction in value.  
• Situs is corrected between counties and/or municipalities. 
• Valuation appeals reduce the value of real or personal property. 
• The postmark reveals that a payment was submitted timely. 

 
The Board of Commissioners were presented with the following list of releases and refunds for 
consideration at the pre-agenda meeting. The Net Release results from the Report Amount 
minus the Rebilled Amount. 
 

Tax System Refunds and Releases 
Report 
Amount 

Rebilled  
Amount 

Net 
Release 

Refund 
Amount 

$5,815.08 $1,314.42 $4,500.66 $0.00 
 

Bill Date
Bill Amount 

after 
Release($)

7/15/2024 0.00

7/15/2024 1,295.94

7/15/2024 0.00

7/15/2024 0.00

2/3/2025 0.00

2/3/2025 0.00

1,295.94

7/1/2022 0.00

7/3/2023 0.00

7/15/2024 0.00

0.00

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Adjustment   

0000005123-2024-2024-0000-01-REG VANOSS, KRISTINA LINDA WILBUR 2/6/2025 1,251.94 1,251.94

Bill # Taxpayer Name Operator ID 
(Name)

Release 
Date

Orig Bill 
Amount($)

Release 
Amount($)

0000054257-2024-2024-0000-00-REG PIERCY, JOHNNY A JR LINDA WILBUR 2/7/2025 44.00 44.00

0000005123-2024-2024-0000-02-REG VANOSS, KRISTINA LINDA WILBUR 2/6/2025 1,339.94 44.00

0024084115-2024-2024-0000-00-REG PRITCHARD, EDITH C KAYLA BURGESS 2/3/2025 24.64 24.64

0024008408-2024-2024-0000-00-REG LANE, LISA MICHELLE LINDA WILBUR 2/25/2025 12.32 12.32

Subtotal 2,785.48 1,489.54

0024084115-2024-2024-0000-01-REG PRITCHARD, EDITH C KAYLA BURGESS 2/3/2025 112.64 112.64

0000085616-2023-2023-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 94.16 94.16

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Deceased   

0000085616-2022-2022-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 90.26 90.26

Subtotal 278.58 278.58

0000085616-2024-2024-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 94.16 94.16
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7/15/2024 12.32

7/15/2024 0.00

9/4/2024 0.00

9/4/2024 0.00

12.32

7/1/2015 0.00

7/1/2016 0.00

7/1/2017 0.00

7/1/2018 0.00

7/1/2019 0.00

7/1/2020 0.00

7/1/2021 0.00

7/1/2022 0.00

7/3/2023 0.00

0.00

2/3/2025 0.00

0.00

7/15/2024 6.16

6.16

7/15/2024 0.00

0.00

7/15/2024 0.00

7/15/2024 0.00

7/15/2024 0.00

0.00

1,314.42

               

   

        

     

   

    

    

    

     

               

     

     

0024077671-2024-2024-0000-01-REG HALL, JEFFREY DOUGLAS LINDA WILBUR 2/26/2025 217.76 217.76

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Duplicate Billing   

0024008408-2024-2024-0000-00-REG LANE, LISA MICHELLE LINDA WILBUR 2/25/2025 282.48 270.16

0024083053-2024-2024-0000-00-REG BRIGHTSPEED OF CENTRAL 
NORTH CAROLINA LLC LINDA WILBUR 2/24/2025 1,041.98 1,041.98

0024083052-2024-2024-0000-00-REG BRIGHTSPEED OF CENTRAL 
NORTH CAROLINA LLC LINDA WILBUR 2/24/2025 4.84 4.84

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Listed In Error   

0000092790-2015-2015-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 80.09 80.09

Subtotal 1,547.06 1,534.74

0000092790-2017-2017-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 88.49 88.49

0000092790-2016-2016-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 83.09 83.09

0000092790-2019-2019-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 90.65 90.65

0000092790-2018-2018-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 90.49 90.49

0000092790-2021-2021-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 84.26 84.26

0000092790-2020-2020-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 80.26 80.26

0000092790-2023-2023-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 94.16 94.16

0000092790-2022-2022-0000-00-REG THOMAS, BILLY T JR LINDA WILBUR 2/13/2025 90.26 90.26

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Process Correction   

0024084115-2024-2024-0000-02-REG PRITCHARD, EDITH C KAYLA BURGESS 2/4/2025 200.64 200.64

Subtotal 781.75 781.75

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Release LFUF   

0000076862-2024-2024-0000-00-REG DUBOSE, SANDRA S KAYLA BURGESS 2/25/2025 94.16 88.00

Subtotal 200.64 200.64

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Situs Correction   

0000081109-2024-2024-0000-00-REG H DOCKERY TEELE JR PA LINDA WILBUR 2/17/2025 43.24 43.24

Subtotal 94.16 88.00

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Sold/Traded   

0000044319-2024-2024-0000-00-REG BARLOW, CAROLYN B LINDA WILBUR 2/27/2025 5.60 5.60

Subtotal 43.24 43.24

0024077372-2024-2024-0000-00-REG HART, DANIEL LEE KAYLA BURGESS 2/26/2025 6.16 6.16

0024059636-2024-2024-0000-00-REG PHILYAW, ALISA R KAYLA BURGESS 2/28/2025 72.41 72.41

Total 5,815.08 4,500.66

Subtotal 84.17 84.17

 
 

VTS Refunds Over $100 
 Refund Amount 
VTS Adjustments $1,093.88 

 
Address 3 Bill #

Refund 
Description

Refund 
Reason

Tax 
Jurisdiction

Levy 
Type

Change
Interest 
Change

01 TAX ($207.20) $0.00
38 TAX ($37.01) $0.00

Refund

 

 

 

 

 

  
   

  
 

 
  

  
   

   
  

 

  
   

  
    

 

  
  

  
 

  
 

 
  

Vehicle 
Sold

BONES JONES 
BRANDS LLC

MORGANTON, NC 
28655

 

Primary Owner Total Change

($207.20)
($37.01)

$211.33
0074601049

Refund Generated 
due to proration 

on Bill 
#0074601049-2024-
2024-0000-00  
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01 TAX $0.00 $0.00
57 TAX ($304.99) $0.00

57
VEHIC
LE 
FEE

($20.00) $0.00

28 TAX $64.05 $0.00
Refund

01 TAX ($101.08) $0.00
57 TAX ($90.25) $0.00

57
VEHIC
LE 
FEE

($20.00) $0.00

Refund
01 TAX ($132.07) $0.00
57 TAX ($117.91) $0.00

57
VEHIC
LE 
FEE

$0.00 $0.00

Refund
01 TAX ($134.99) $0.00
22 TAX ($25.31) $0.00

Refund

Refund 
Total

$1093.88

Vehicle 
Sold

($134.99)
($25.31)

$160.30
0080333041

Refund Generated 
due to proration 

on Bill 
#0080333041-2024-
2024-0000-00

WHITESIDES, 
DAVID WILLIAM

MORGANTON, NC 
28655

($132.07)
($117.91)

$0.00

$249.98

0081132130

Refund Generated 
due to proration 

on Bill 
#0081132130-2024-
2024-0000-00

HUOT, SOPHEAP
MORGANTON, NC 

28655

Vehicle 
Sold

0057827619

Refund Generated 
due to proration 

on Bill 
#0057827619-2024-
2024-0000-00

HART, NANCY 
BASS

MORGANTON, NC 
28655

Vehicle 
Sold

($101.08)
($90.25)

($20.00)

$211.33

$0.00
($304.99)

($20.00)

$64.05
$260.94

0082538506

Refund Generated 
due to 

adjustment on 
Bill #0082538506-
2024-2024-0000

GRISWOLD HOME 
REPAIR LLC

CONNELLY 
SPRINGS, NC 

28612

   
 

  

Situs 
error

  

  
   

  

 
 
*Note: The net release amount results from the reported amount minus the rebilled amount.   
 
Motion:  To approve the Tax Releases and Refunds for February 2025 as presented.   

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
WPCC – PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL DATA FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DEC. 31, 
2024  
An overview of the College’s financial data was presented at the pre-agenda meeting for the 
period ending Dec. 31, 2024.  
 

 

 
 
This space is intentionally left blank. 
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Motion:  To accept the report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 
CM / FINANCE - RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT AIA GRANT  
Brian Epley, County Manager, reported that Burke County was awarded a Directed Project grant 
in the amount of $492,500 from the 2023 Appropriations Act, Session Law 2023-134, to support 
local water and wastewater infrastructure improvements. The grant is administered through the 
Drinking Water Reserve and Wastewater Reserve under the North Carolina Department of 
Environmental Quality (NCDEQ).  
 
Initially, the funds were designated for the Indian Hills Project; however, after further 
assessment, it was determined that the project would be significantly larger than originally 
anticipated due to its scope and complexity, and the project would likely not meet the ARPA 
spending deadline of December 2026. As a result, the funding has been transitioned to the 
Water Meter Replacement Project, which ensures that the funds can be utilized within the 
required timeframe and reduces the amount of county funds needed for the project. 
 
The adoption of a resolution accepting the grant was requested.  
 
Budgetary Effect: $492,500 in additional revenue and expenses. 
 

Summary of Revenues BUDGET ACTUAL REMAINING PGLT ACTUAL REMAINING BUDGET ACTUAL REMAINING
State Appropriations 16,857,464           8,373,546               
Add. Allocations (detail below) 2,324,624             
County Appropriations 3,046,882             1,523,441             
Rent & Interest Income 13,500                   15,172                   
Institutional Funds 6,704,572             4,082,905             

Total Budgeted Revenues 19,182,088           8,373,546               10,808,542      3,060,382             1,538,613             1,521,769         6,704,572             4,082,905             2,621,667         

Summary of Expenditures
Institutional Support 3,380,144             1,960,558               58% 269,183                233,871                87% 258,740                30,220                   12%
Curriculum Instruction 7,708,419             3,586,700               47% 594,000                336,903                57%
Non Curriculum Instruction 2,380,614             973,324                   41% 251,000                52,190                   21%
Academic Support 1,566,451             728,080                   46% 500                        -                             0%
Student Support 3,449,461             732,048                   21% 831,500                1,331,629             160%
Plant Operations & Maint. 2,791,199             1,256,798             45%
Proprietary / Other 977,214                641,871                66%
Student Aid 3,791,618             2,203,242             58%
Capital Outlay (excluding Capital 
Improvements) 696,999                249,578                   36%

Total Budgeted Expenditures 19,182,088           8,230,288               10,951,800      3,060,382             1,490,668             1,569,714         6,704,572             4,596,055             2,108,517         
42.9% 57.1% 48.7% 51.3% 68.6% 31.4%

ADDITIONAL FUNDING DESIGNATED FOR APPROVED PROJECTS For Year Ending June 30, 2025
Customized Training Projects 48,644                   Total College Budget 28,947,042$         
ApprenticeshipNC reversion (25,948)                 Total Expenditures 14,317,011$         49.5%
Perkins Carryforward 25,273                   
Hurricane Relief 1,858,771             
Enrollment Growth 417,884                

Fund Balance: County Funds
Fund Balance, Beginning July 1, 2024 648,692            
Current Operating Cash 47,945              

Current Fund Balance 696,636            
Total Other 2,324,624             

23%

FY 2024-2025 SUMMARY AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2024

STATE COUNTY INSTITUTIONAL
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he opened 
the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-12. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Resolution No. 2025-12 reads as follows: 
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

 
RESOLUTION BY GOVERNING BODY OF RECIPIENT 

 
WHEREAS, the County of Burke has received a Directed Project grant from the 2023 

Appropriations Act, Session Law 2023-134, administered through the Drinking 
Water Reserve and Wastewater Reserve to assist eligible units of government 
with meeting their water/wastewater infrastructure needs, and 

 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality has offered 2023 

Appropriations Act funding in the amount of $492,500 to perform the work 
detailed in the submitted application, and 

 
WHEREAS, the County of Burke intends to perform said project in accordance with the 

agreed scope of work, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 
 
That the County of Burke does hereby accept the 2023 Appropriations Act Directed Projects 
Grant offer of $492,500. 
 
That the County of Burke does hereby give assurance to the North Carolina Department of 
Environmental Quality that any Conditions or Assurances contained in the Award Offer will be 
adhered to. 
 
That Brian Epley, County Manager, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed 
to furnish such information as the appropriate State agency may request in connection with this 
project; to make the assurances as contained above; and to execute such other documents as 
may be required by the Division of Water Infrastructure. 

 
Adopted this 17th day of March 2025. 

 
/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

 
Attest: 
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/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
CM / FINANCE - RESOLUTION ACCEPTING ARPA GRANT FOR WATER/WASTEWATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE  
Brian Epley, County Manager, reported that Burke County was awarded funding from the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) through the State Fiscal Recovery Fund, established under 
Session Laws 2021-180 and 2022-74. These funds are eligible to be used to support local 
governments in addressing critical water and wastewater infrastructure needs. The adoption of 
a resolution accepting the funding is requested.  
 
Budgetary Effect: $1,118,247 of additional revenues and expenses.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments, then asked County Manager 
Epley to clarify recent changes regarding the Indian Hills project. 
 
Mr. Epley explained that Indian Hills is expected to qualify for FEMA Public Assistance Hazard 
Mitigation funding (Section 404), which covers elevating structures to reduce future disaster 
risk. The original grant of $1.1 million was insufficient to cover the full cost of elevating Indian 
Hills. Since the grant funds had been unused for some time, the county requested the state to 
repurpose a portion of the funds for a critical water meter project, which costs about one-third 
(1/3) of the originally planned pump station upgrade. The elevation project will focus on raising 
the pump station, which is prone to flooding due to its low elevation. 
 
He emphasized that the county is not seeking to profit from the hurricane disaster but is using 
available mitigation funds to prepare for future events. The process to designate Indian Hills as 
a mitigation target will begin soon. There being no further discussion, Chairman Brittain opened 
the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-13. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Resolution No. 2025-13 reads as follows: 
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

 
RESOLUTION BY GOVERNING BODY OF RECIPIENT 

 
WHEREAS, the County of Burke has received funding from the American Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA) funded from the State Fiscal Recovery Fund established in S.L. 2021-
180/2022-74 to assist eligible units of government with meeting their 
water/wastewater infrastructure needs, and  

 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality has offered American 
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Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding in the amount of $1,118,247 to perform work 
detailed in the submitted application, and  

 
WHEREAS, the County intends to perform said project in accordance with the agreed scope of 

work,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
THE COUNTY OF BURKE:  
 
That the County of Burke does hereby accept the American Rescue Plan Act Grant offer of 
$1,118,247. That the County of Burke does hereby give assurance to the North Carolina 
Department of Environmental Quality that any Conditions or Assurances contained in the Award 
Offer will be adhered to. That Brian Epley, County Manager, and successors so titled, is hereby 
authorized and directed to furnish such information as the appropriate State agency may 
request in connection with this project; to make the assurances as contained above; and to 
execute such other documents as may be required by the Division of Water Infrastructure.  

 
Adopted this 17th day of March 2025. 

 
/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
TAX - PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX AUDIT, PRESENT USE VALUE AUDIT, AND TAX 
FORECLOSURE POLICIES 
The three (3) tax policies were presented together in a single, consolidated presentation. The 
combined presentation was delivered by County Manager Brian Epley, the highlights of which 
were as follows: 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he opened 
the floor for a motion:  
 
Motion:  To adopt Resolution Nos. 2025-07, 2025-08, and 2025-09. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Resolution No. 2025-07 reads as follows: 
 
BURKE COUNTY  
NORTH CAROLINA 
 

TAX FORECLOSURE POLICY 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 105 of the North Carolina General Statutes (the 
“Machinery Act”) the Tax Assessor has a duty to collect all taxes charged by Burke County, 
North Carolina (the “County”); 
 
WHEREAS, Article 26 of the Machinery Act provides for the collection and foreclosure of taxes; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, it is beneficial that the County administer tax foreclosures in a manner that is fair 
and transparent. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the County and the Tax Assessor adopt the following policy concerning  
 

1. Prior to initiating a foreclosure or referring a matter to an attorney for the County for 
foreclosure, the County will take the following pre-foreclosure actions: 

 
a. First Action: Garnishment/Bank attachment will be the first action taken.  This 

action will take place after 60 days of the tax becoming due. 
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b. Second Action: Employment wage garnishment. This action will take place 90 
days after the tax becomes due. 

 
c. Third Action: North Carolina Department of Revenue Debt Set-Off process.  This 

action will take place 90 days after the tax becomes due. 
 

2. Properties will be considered for foreclosure once real property taxes owed on the 
property are delinquent for one (1) year and exceed $500.00. Methods other than 
foreclosure, such as liens, will be used to recover real property prior to the passage of 
one (1) year or less than $500.00. 

 
3. Prior to initiating a foreclosure or referring a matter to an attorney for the County for 

foreclosure, the County will send a “final warning letter” and “pre-foreclosure notice” to 
the owner(s) of the property in question. This letter will be sent by both first-class mail 
and certified mail to the owner(s) of the property that are on file with the County tax 
office.   The taxpayer will have twenty (20) days to respond. 

 
4. Prior to initiating a foreclosure or referring a matter to an attorney for the County for 

foreclosure, the County will make a reasonable attempt to determine if any person(s) 
have liens on the property. If lienholders are located, the County will notify said 
lienholders of the pending foreclosure and give them the opportunity to pay the 
outstanding taxes before foreclosure is initiated. 

 
5. The County is permitted, but not required, to enter into installment payment 

agreements with the owner(s) of a property prior to or during a foreclosure.  A special 
payment agreement may be arranged on delinquent accounts at anytime up until the 
time an account is sent to the attorney.  This special payment agreement does not 
cancel any garnishment or debt set off action. 

 
6. Once a tax foreclosure is referred to an attorney for the County, all legal fees and costs 

that are permitted by law to be charged to the owner(s) must be paid in full before the 
foreclosure will be dismissed. 

 
7. The attorney or other appropriate agent to whom the tax foreclosure is referred shall 

provide a report each month reflecting the status of all accounts that have been referred 
to the attorney or appropriate agent. The report should be very basic including the 
taxpayers’ names, account numbers, tax amount when submitted, and date paid. 

 
8. As permitted by law, the owner(s) of the property being foreclosed upon may redeem 

the property at any point prior to confirmation of the sale by paying the amount due in 
full, including attorneys’ fees and costs as permitted by law. 

 
9. The foreclosures contemplated by this policy may take any form permitted by law. 

 
10. The provisions of this policy shall be severable. To the extent this policy conflicts with 

any law, the law shall control, but only to the extent of the conflict. 
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11. This policy applies only to the initiation of foreclosure proceedings. The County may 
separately and use any other remedies available to it at law to recover delinquent taxes. 

 
Adopted this 17th day of March 2025. 

 
/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
 
Resolution No. 2025-08 reads as follows:  
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 
 

BURKE COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 
PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX AUDIT POLICY 

 
WHEREAS, Chapter 105 of the North Carolina General Statutes (the “Machinery Act”) governs 
taxation, including taxation by North Carolina counties; 
 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. § 105-296 charges the Burke County tax assessor with the “general charge 
of the listing appraisal, and assessment of all property in the account in accordance with the 
provisions of law”; 
 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. § 105-312(b) provides that “[i]t shall be the duty of the assessor to see 
that all property not properly listed during the regular listing period be listed, assessed and 
taxed as provided in” the Machinery Act; 
 
WHEREAS, part of ensuring that personal property is listed in the manner required by law 
involves reviewing and auditing listings of personal property; 
 
WHEREAS, it is beneficial that the County conduct such reviews and audits in a manner that is 
fair and transparent. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the County and the Tax Assessor adopt the following policy concerning the 
review and audit of personal property tax listings: 
 

1. Any account of a taxpayer that shows a listing of greater than $50,000 in taxable 
personal property shall be formally audited at least once every eight (8) years. 

2. The County Tax Assessor shall annually select at least five percent (5%) of taxpayers 
listing less than $50,000 in business personal property tax for an informal (or desk) 
audit. 
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3. The County Tax Assessor retains discretion to review and/or audit the account of any 
taxpayer where the Tax Assessor is aware of circumstances where, in the Tax Assessor’s 
sole discretion, such action is appropriate. 

4. The provisions of this policy shall be severable. To the extent this policy conflicts with 
any law, the law shall control, but only to the extent of the conflict. 

 
 Adopted this 17th day of March 2025. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
 
Resolution No. 2025-09 reads as follows:  
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 
 

PRESENT USE VALUE AUDIT POLICY 
 
WHEREAS, Chapter 105 of the North Carolina General Statutes (the “Machinery Act”) governs 
taxation, including taxation by North Carolina counties; 
 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. § 105-296 charges the Burke County tax assessor with the “general charge 
of the listing appraisal, and assessment of all property in the account in accordance with the 
provisions of law”; 
 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. § 105-296(j) requires that the Tax Assessor “must annually review at least 
one-eighth (1/8) of the parcels in the county classified for taxation at present-use value to 
verify that these parcels qualify for the classification”; 
 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. § 105-296(l) requires that the Tax Assessor must “annually review at least 
one-eighth (1/8) of the parcels in the county exempted or excluded from taxation to verify that 
these parcels qualify for the exemption or exclusion”; 
 
WHEREAS, it is beneficial that the County conduct such reviews in a manner that is fair and 
transparent. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the County and the Tax Assessor adopt the following policy concerning: 

1. Every parcel that is classified for taxation at present-use value must be reviewed at least 
once every four (4) years to determine that the parcel qualifies for the classification. 
Said review shall comply with the provisions of N.C.G.S. § 105-296(j). 
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2. Every parcel that is exempted or excluded from taxation shall be reviewed at least once 
every four (4) years to verify that the parcel qualifies for the exemption or exclusion. 
Said review shall comply with the provisions of N.C.G.S. § 105-296(l). 

3. The provisions of this policy shall be severable. To the extent this policy conflicts with 
any law, the law shall control, but only to the extent of the conflict. 

 
 Adopted this 17th day of March 2025. 
 
 /s/:Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
CA / SHERIFF - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LITIGATION & SETTLEMENT  
This was a request to adopt a resolution authorizing the County Attorney to initiate litigation 
and reach a potential settlement regarding a property located at 1937 Highway 64. Sheriff 
Hinceman provided background on the location, citing it as a significant nuisance property due 
to the frequent law enforcement calls over the past three (3) years, including overdoses, one 
overdose death, disturbances, and suspected narcotics activity. A recent search warrant 
executed by the Sheriff's Office resulted in over 20 individuals being removed from the 
property. 
 
Destin Hall, County Attorney, explained that the resolution would authorize his office to file a 
lawsuit to abate the nuisance and potentially reach a settlement with the property owner. 
Remedial measures may include removing unauthorized individuals, allowing law enforcement 
to arrest trespassers, or requiring the owner to sell the property. Mr. Hall explained that explicit 
approval is required by the Board for the County Attorney to initiate such legal action. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened up the floor for questions or comments. Commissioner Burns inquired 
whether seizure of the property would trigger proceeds to fall under the fines and forfeitures 
clause for the school system. The County Attorney responded that any Board-incurred expenses 
would be treated as a lien on the property, while property taken in such matters may revert to 
the Board of Education. Mr. Hall recommended that further discussion on this issue be deferred 
to a closed session due to the sensitive nature of pending litigation. 
 
Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-14. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Resolution No. 2025-14 reads as follows: 
 
Burke County 
North Carolina 
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Resolution Authorizing Litigation and Settlement March 17, 2025 

 
WHEREAS, for the last several years, the Burke County Sheriff's Office has responded to 
numerous calls for police service at property located at 1937 US 64, Morganton, North Carolina; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, reported unlawful activities on the property include controlled substance violations, 
drug overdoses, and repeated acts which create and constitute a breach of the peace; and 
 
WHEREAS, citizens in the community have repeatedly complained to law enforcement 
authorities about such activities occurring upon the property; and 
 
WHEREAS, Chapter 19 of the North Carolina General Statutes defines a public nuisance and 
gives local government the power to seek court action to abate or stop a nuisance; and 
 
WHEREAS, possible remedies include forfeiture of property, court-ordered closure of property, 
permanent restrictions on the use of property, civil fines, mandatory accounting, imposition of 
liens, and invalidation of leases; and 
 
WHEREAS, under N.C. Gen. Stat. § 153A-11 and -12, the Board of Commissioners is vested with 
the power to file suit and contract on behalf of Burke County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Burke County Board of Commissioners desires to pursue court action to abate 
the nuisance at 1937 US 64, Morganton, North Carolina; and 
 
WHEREAS, Steven D. Crockford owns the property located at 1937 US 64, Morganton, North 
Carolina, by deed recorded in Deed Book 2519, Pages 972-974 of the Burke County Registry. 
 
THEREFORE, the Burke County Board of Commissioners resolves that it authorizes the County 
Attorney, Wilson, Lackey, Rohr & Hall, P.C.: 
 

1. To institute litigation against Steven D. Crockford and all other necessary parties 
regarding the subject property, should any said necessary parties exist, to abate the 
nuisance described above. 

2. To settle the litigation, if warranted, on whatever terms the County Attorney sees fit. 
3. To seek enforcement, if necessary, of any orders resulting from the litigation. 

 
 Adopted this 17th day of March 2025. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
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REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 
ELECTIONS - DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE  
Kenny Rhyne, Elections Director, provided a departmental update as follows: 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments and praised the Elections 
Department for all their hard work. There being nothing further, he opened the floor for a 
motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
BOC - REPORTS & COMMENTS  
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for reports and comments from Board members and 
professional staff. Clerk Draughn reported that Commissioner Barrier has completed his 
statutorily required ethics training. She also shared that she has successfully recertified as a 
North Carolina Master County Clerk. County Manager Epley reported that the Opioid Coordinator 
position has closed and received a large number of applicants. He noted that the Capital Grant 
Allocation, discussed during the recent work session, is expected to become available on July 
1st. Although the state will not release the funds to Partners before that date, the County can 
begin planning based on the established timeline. Additionally, Mr. Epley informed the Board 
that the RFQ for design and engineering of the new industrial shell building closed on Friday. 
Proposals were received over the weekend, and the selection committee is expected to meet 
early this week to move the project forward. 
 
Commissioner Burns extended his appreciation to EMS personnel and their families. He also 
explained that the Board of Education (BOE) has declared the Chesterfield property as surplus 
and offered it to the Board of Commissioners (BOC) for right of first refusal, which the BOC 
declined. He further noted that the BOE owns 28 additional acres in Icard that the BOC 
previously encouraged them to surplus, and he felt that this matter warranted a follow-up. Vice 
Chairman Smith and Commissioner Barrier echoed Commissioner Burns' gratitude toward Burke 
County EMS staff. Commissioner Barrier also expressed appreciation for being part of a diverse 
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Board and welcomed the citizen engagement seen through social media comments. Chairman 
Brittain shared information on upcoming meetings and holiday related county office closures, in 
addition to inviting youth groups to sign up to lead the Pledge of Allegiance at Commissioners' 
meetings.  
 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CLERK - BOARDS AND COMMITTEES VACANCY REPORT  
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, announced the following vacancies on county boards or 
committees as follows: 
 

• Adult Care & Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee 
• Burke County Public Health Advisory Board 
• Hickory Regional Planning Commission 
• Drexel Planning Board - ETJ Alternate 
• Burke County Planning Board 
• Partners Health Management’s Human Rights Committee 
• Volunteer Agriculture Board 
 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments and then encouraged citizens to 
participate and get involved.  
 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
Motion: To go into closed session to discuss threatened or pending litigation, to 
preserve the attorney-client privilege, to discuss economic development matters, to 
discuss contractual matters (land acquisition) and to discuss personnel matters as 
authorized by NCGS 143-318.11(a) (3), (4), (5) and (6). 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
 Motion: To come out of closed session.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
Chairman Brittain announced that a proper motion was made to come out of closed session and 
that no action was taken.  
 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 

360



March 17, 2025 (Regular) 

Page 42 

In honor of St. Patrick’s Day, Chairman Brittain read an Irish blessing before calling for a motion 
to adjourn.  

ADJOURN 
Motion: To adjourn at 9:17 p.m. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 
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