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MINUTES 
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

PRE-AGENDA MEETING 

The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a pre-agenda meeting on Monday, May 5, 
2025, at 3:00 p.m. in the Commissioners' Meeting Room, Burke County Services Building, 110 
N. Green Street, Entrance E, in Morganton, North Carolina. The meeting was streamed live on
the County’s YouTube channel, BurkeCountyNC, and it was broadcast on the local cable
systems. The agenda, in its entirety, was posted to the County’s website, www.burkenc.org,
several days prior to the meeting. Pursuant to Resolution No. 2024-17, adopted and effective
on August 20, 2024, the Burke County Board of Commissioners conferred upon itself all the
power, duties, and responsibilities of the Board of Health and the Social Services Board. Those
present were:

COMMISSIONERS: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
Brian Barrier 
Randy Burns 
Mike Stroud  

STAFF: Brian Epley, County Manager 
Destin Hall, Wilson, Lackey, Rohr & Hall P.C. 
Kat Wright, Deputy Clerk to the Board 

STAFF ABSENT: Margaret Pierce, Finance Director/Dep. Co. Mgr. (Vacation) 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, Clerk to the Board (Vacation) 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Brittain called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion: To approve the agenda as amended, with the addition of the Tax Collection 
Report and the Tax Release Refund Report as Consent Items No. 11 and 12.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

PRESENTATIONS 

AM 250 - AMERICA'S 250 NC COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Ed Phillips, Chairman, America 250 Committee, gave a presentation on the upcoming America 
250 celebration, which marks the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence. He shared that the America 250 NC Committee was formed in April of the 
previous year. The committee, made up of 15 members including local historians and 
Revolutionary War enthusiasts, meets on the second Monday of each month at the Burke Visitor 
Center. These meetings are open to the public, and community members are encouraged to 
attend and offer input. 
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Mr. Phillips reported that the committee has received two (2) 
grants from the North Carolina Department of Cultural 
Resources. The first grant, in the amount of $10,000, was used 
to create and distribute “America 250 NC Burke County” 
banners, which are now displayed in downtown Morganton, 
downtown Valdese, Western Piedmont Community College, and 
at every public school in Burke County. The banners have 
sparked public interest and increased awareness of the America 
250 effort.  
 
The second grant, totaling $30,000, will support the annual 
Revolutionary War Weekend in September, which has been held 
in the county for over 20 years. This year’s event will be 
expanded significantly and will be held at the McDowell House. 
It will include period reenactor encampments, educational field 
trips for all Burke County fourth graders, and a unique ticketed tour on Friday, September 26, 
offering access to historic sites that are typically closed to the public. Mr. Phillips noted that 
additional events are in the works and updates will be provided as plans continue to develop. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. In response to a question from 
Commissioner Stroud, Mr. Phillips stated that merchandise for the America 250 celebration is 
currently in the planning phase. With no further discussion, this item was carried forward to the 
next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
BCCOC - RECOGNITION OF WINNERS FROM THE CHAMBER'S SPRING LITTER 
SWEEP  
Chamber President, Tonia Stephenson, presented the results of the Chamber’s 4th annual Spring 
Litter Sweep event. This year’s event saw 155 registered participants who collected 445 bags of 
trash and 21 bags of recyclables. Volunteers also recovered numerous large debris items, 
including 32 tires, a shopping cart, a recliner, a chair, a bed frame, a battery, various car parts, 
and other household debris. 
 
The Board was asked to recognize the grand prize winners at the regular meeting: 

• First Place: Burke River Trail Litter Gitters, led by Beth Heile 
• Second Place: Mr. Gary Jennings (Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter #1116) 
• Third Place: Foothills Conservancy of NC 
• Recycling Champions: CoMMA Drama Volunteers, led by Jaime Money 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
LVLC - PROCLAMATION CELEBRATING LIONS CLUBS  
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AliceFaye Peugh, Long View Lions Club (LVLC), appeared before the Board to request approval 
of a proclamation honoring the Club’s 75th anniversary. LVLC has served Long View and the 
surrounding communities since 1950, dedicating its efforts to numerous charitable causes. 
These include vision and hearing programs, supporting local charities, and playing a key role in 
the construction and fundraising for the Long View Recreation Center. 
 
Ms. Peugh highlighted the LVLC’s instrumental role in launching the Unifour Children's Site and 
Senior Site Family Program, which serves Catawba, Alexander, Burke, and Caldwell counties. 
Through generous community sponsorships and contributions, the Club was able to purchase a 
new vision van and equipment to provide free vision screenings for children. This program, 
which began in the third quarter of 2022, aligns with the goals of North Carolina Lions, Inc. and 
the Kids Sight USA program. 
 
Additional service projects carried out by the Club include street cleanups, food packing for the 
Corner Table Backpack Program, and collecting over 6,000 pounds of plastic for NexTrex, 
resulting in the placement of six (6) community benches. Ms. Peugh requested approval of a 
proclamation that recognizes the LGLC’s 75 years of service and celebrates the impact of 
volunteerism and community service. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
COMM. DEV. - ZONING MAP AMENDMENT (ZMA 2025-03) & PUBLIC HEARING AT 
6:00 P.M.  
Alan Glines, Planning Director / Deputy County Manager, presented highlights of the following 
rezoning request:  
 
Rezoning Request: ZMA 2025-03 
Applicants:  Brian and Robin Smith 
PIN:   1781-72-0579 
Address:   2218 Geneva Drive, Morganton, NC  
Request:   Rezone a 4.51-acre portion of a 23.14-acre parcel from Residential-

Three (R-3) to Rural Mixed-Use (R-MU)  
 
REQUEST 
The Community Development Department has received a rezoning application from Brian and 
Robin Smith to rezone a 4.51-acre portion of a 23.14-acre parcel from Residential-Three (R-3) to 
Rural Mixed-Use (R-MU). The site has frontage on US 64, and this will be the access for the 
4.51-acre portion of property, which is the subject of the rezoning request. 
 
SITE ANALYSIS AND SURROUNDING AREA  
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The parcel has a PIN of 1781-
72-0579 and is located within 
the Morganton Township and 
the Salem Fire District of Burke 
County. The parcel is not 
located in a watershed area. 
 
Brian Smith, a custom home 
builder with over 30 years of 
experience, constructed an 
outbuilding on the property in 
2022 with approval from the 
Board of Adjustment. He would 
like to use this structure for 
additional activity, which is an 
outgrowth of his construction 
business. Mr. Smith will restore and repair construction equipment commonly used in the trade, 
such as excavators, trucks, etc. Although he does not plan to have a “yard,” he would like to sell 
some equipment there from time to time.    
 
The county zoning in this area is mixed with Residential R-1, R-2, and R-3 adjacent to or across 
the road. To the north, nearby properties are zoned Light Industrial (L-I) and General Business 
(G-B). To the south and west, the area transitions into Rural Mixed-Use (R-MU) zoning. The R-
MU district accommodates a blend of residential and commercial activities, with specific 
standards and buffers between residential and non-residential uses.  
 

Existing Zoning and Land Uses within the Surrounding Area 
 Current Zoning Existing Land Uses 
North R-3 Large lot housing 
South R-3 Residential 
East R-2 Residential 
West R-3 Large lot housing 

 
CURRENT ZONING 
The current zoning for the parcel is R-3, but the area along US 64 has a large amount of 
residential uses and a regular amount of non-residential uses in the form of businesses, the 
County Convenience Site, and further to the south, the majority of the zoning is Rural Mixed-Use, 
which is a mix of residential and commercial uses. Staff believe the proposed rezoning is 
consistent with the historic pattern of commercial development along highway corridors in the 
County. 
 
CONFORMITY WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
This space is intentionally left blank. 
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The current land use plan for Burke 
County is the 2022 - 2030 Blueprint 
Burke Strategic Land Use Plan.  The 
Future Land Use Map (see map below) 
puts the subject parcel in the 
Residential Infill land use category. As 
in many cases, the future land use 
map closely resembles the current 
zoning map. If the zoning is approved, 
the future land use map would be 
adjusted to Rural Mixed Low Density 
accordingly. 
 
The Blueprint Burke Strategic Land Use 
Plan supports residential infill while 
also encouraging the development of 
local businesses, particularly along 
major transportation corridors like US 
64. It is a usual occurrence in Burke 
County that you can expect a 
commercial enterprise on a state-
maintained US highway. The mixed-
use character of the surrounding area 
aligns with the proposed Rural Mixed-
Use zoning. 
 
THE BURKE CO. PLANNING BOARD’S  
RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Board provides a 
recommendation to the Board of 
Commissioners for each map 
amendment or text amendment. At the 
Planning Board meeting on March 27, 
2025, the case was reviewed by the 
Board. One neighbor spoke in support of the zoning change. After a motion was made, the Board 
voted 6-0 to support the rezoning request. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
COMM. DEV. - ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT (ZTA 2025 - 01) & PUBLIC HEARING - 
6:00 P.M.  
Alan Glines, Planning Director / Deputy County Manager, presented highlights of the following 
zoning text amendment:  
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ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT ZTA 2025-01 
 
APPLICANT: Burke County Community Development 
 
ORDINANCE TO BE AMENDED: Burke County Zoning Ordinance 
 
REQUEST: Staff initiated an amendment to adjust the text of the Ordinance to remove 
extraneous graphics, streamline the site plan standards and requirements, and adjust the 
minimum building lot size. 
 
SCOPE: In 2021, the Burke County Board of Commissioners approved a major update to the 
Zoning Ordinance. However, some aspects of that update were never fully implemented. 
Recently, staff began working to modernize the code and streamline its format. As part of this 
effort, staff are transitioning toward a Unified Development Code - a format commonly used by 
planning departments to consolidate all development regulations into a single, cohesive 
document. This approach helps eliminate redundancy and improve usability. 
 
While the full transition will take time, this amendment marks an initial step in that direction. 
Additionally, the Board of Commissioners has made it a priority to support the development of 
more housing. To help meet this goal, staff are proposing several changes to lot size 
requirements, based on access to public water and sewer. Over the coming months, staff will 
present further recommendations to both the Planning Board and the Board of Commissioners 
for consideration. 
 
The proposed changes focused on: 
 

• Article 3 - Adjustments to lot sizes based on availability of public water and sewer. 
• Article 5 - Consolidating requirements for special uses  
• Article 6 - Clarification of development and design standards  
• All sections and articles - simplification of graphics to remove unneeded 

components 
 
STAFF COMMENTS: Staff is committed to keeping Burke County’s ordinances current and 
responsive to the community’s evolving needs. A planning code is a living document, intended 
to be updated as issues and opportunities are identified. In addition to presenting proposed text 
amendments to the Planning Board, staff evaluate each change in relation to the goals outlined 
in the Blueprint Burke Strategic Land Use Plan. This plan encourages updates to the zoning 
ordinance to ensure its continued relevance and specifically supports initiatives aimed at 
expanding housing opportunities in Burke County. 
 
WESTERN PIEDMONT HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION: Staff presented the proposed changes 
to the residential lot sizes at the Western Piedmont Home Builders Association meeting and the 
membership was very supportive of the changes. They encouraged staff to continue this effort 
to modernize the code and to keep the group involved in the discussions. 
 
PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATION: The Planning Board reviewed the amendment at its 
meeting on March 27, 2025.  No one from the public was present to speak on the matter, and 
when the motion was called, the Board voted 6-0 to support the changes. 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Commissioner Burns requested 
that Mr. Glines research House Bill 765 for the potential impact on local planning and zoning. 
Commissioner Barrier expressed his appreciation for the Community Development staff’s efforts 
on the zoning text amendment and voiced his strong support for the proposed changes. He 
noted that improving zoning regulations was one of his priorities as a commissioner, with the 
goal of reducing government regulations, making processes easier for builders and citizens, and 
helping to address the ongoing housing crisis. There being no further discussion, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
BCPS - PRESENTATION OF  FINANCIAL DATA FOR THE PERIOD ENDING MARCH 31, 
2025  
Keith Lawson, Finance Director, BCPS, in accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement 
approved by the County and the Board of Education, presented the Board of Education’s 
quarterly financial reports for the 2024 - 2025 budget year, showing the application of the 
County's local funding.  
 

 

Expenses '21/'22 '22/'23 '23/'24 Budget 1st 2nd 3rd 4th Total

Regular Instructional Services 5,647,012       5,521,972      8,342,293     8,215,648     912,307      3,153,953    1,285,121    5,351,381     
Instructional Support 10,197,710     10,283,484     10,865,457   11,665,620   3,497,237    2,740,014    2,756,620    8,993,871     
Other Governmental Units 759,694         692,840         895,393       1,095,489     26,928        351,550       423,363      801,841        
Revenues Over/(Under) (170,801)        100,077         176,296       (488,740)      715,756      (1,058,870)   664,197      321,083        

Grand Total 16,433,615$   16,598,373$   20,279,439$  20,488,017$ 5,152,228$  5,186,647$   5,129,301$  -$         15,468,176$  
% of Annual Budget 75.5%

Revenue

Burke County 15,435,254     15,593,566     19,157,406   19,372,740   5,054,646    4,747,179    4,731,184    14,533,009    
Charter Schools 613,951         709,442         842,594       877,260       7,854          315,321       331,316      654,491        
Fines & Forfeitures 371,986         241,513         242,447       206,554       43,852        123,008       66,401        233,261        
Schools' Receivables 12,424           53,852          36,995         31,463         45,876        1,139          400            47,415         

Grand Total 16,433,615$   16,598,373$   20,279,442$  20,488,017   5,152,228    5,186,647    5,129,301    -              15,468,176    

BCPS
Local Financials by Purpose & Function Level

2024/2025

'24/'25

This space is intentionally left blank. 
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% of Budget
Previous Current Fcst Previous Current % Change Received

State 92,712,082 94,566,324 72,034,704 75,777,186 5.2% 80.1%
Federal 18,813,895     13,325,000     13,013,450 7,500,384       -42.4% 56.3%
Local 19,157,406 19,372,740 14,714,222     14,533,009     -1.2% 75.0%
Charter Schools 842,594 877,260 567,047         654,491          15.4% 74.6%
Fines & Forfeitures 242,447 206,554 200,662         233,261          16.2% 112.9%
Receivables 36,995 31,463 36,994          47,415           28.2% 150.7%
Special Revenues 5,486,330      5,541,193       5,603,618 6,305,152       12.5% 113.8%

Total 137,291,749$  133,920,534$  106,170,697$ 105,050,898$  -1.1% 78.4%

BCPS
Estimated Revenues

2024/2025

Annual March YTD

 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CLERK - REAPPOINTMENT TO THE ADULT CARE & NURSING HOME CAC  
Kat Wright, Deputy Clerk, reported that the term for Donna AuBuchon has expired, and she is 
interested in serving another term on this committee. Her reappointment was requested.  
  

5  At-Large  Donna AuBuchon  A 3/15/2022 
      TE 5/31/2025 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CLERK - REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE EAST BURKE SENIOR CENTER ADVISORY 
BOARD  
Kat Wright, Deputy Clerk, stated that Larry Abernethy has served on the East Burke Senior 
Center Advisory Board since 2017 and is willing to serve another term ending May 31, 2027. His 
seat, No. 2, represents an at-large member over the age of 55. 
 
The reappointment of Rebecca (Becca) Bova, East Burke Senior Center Site Manager, to the 
East Burke Senior Center Advisory Board, Seat No. 5, is requested to complete an unexpired 
term ending May 31, 2027. This seat represents the Senior Center Site Manager or Ex Officio 
staff member.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
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RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CLERK - RESOLUTION AMENDING PLAT REVIEW OFFICERS  
Kat Wright, Deputy Clerk, relayed that the City of Morganton requested the appointment of 
Shelley Stevens and the removal of Mark Hall as a Plat Review Officer. Additionally, the Town of 
Long View has requested the appointment of Susan Matheson to replace Charles Mullis as its 
Plat Review Officer. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CM - RESOLUTION EXTENDING BURKE COUNTY RECOVERY COURT - OPIOID 
SETTLEMENT FUNDS  
Hugh Sandoe, Budget Strategy and Performance Analyst, presented an overview of the Burke 
County Recovery Court Program and requested adoption of a resolution to use $216,000 of 
Opioid Settlement Funds to fully cover the program’s operational costs from July 1, 2025, 
through December 31, 2026, which equates to approximately $12,000 per month. The 
highlights of his presentation were as follows:  
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Mr. Sandoe invited Chris Otstott, a graduate of the Burke County 
Recovery Court program, to give his testimonial. Mr. Otstott shared 
that he had spent nearly 20 years in active addiction, much of it 
while living in Morganton, and acknowledged the harm he had 
caused in the community. He credited the Recovery Court program 
with saving his life, stating that without it, he would likely be in 
prison or dead. Mr. Otstott emphasized the compassion and hope 
provided by those involved in the program, which gave him the 
motivation to change.  
 
He shared that he is now over three (3) years into recovery, 
having graduated from the program in September 2023. He 
currently works for both the Burke and Catawba County Recovery 
Courts and is active in community recovery efforts. Mr. Otstott 
encouraged continued support for the program, describing it as a 
bridge between justice and community, and a vital service for 
individuals in crisis. 
 
Commissioner Stroud congratulated Mr. Otstott on his recovery 
and encouraged him to lead others to recovery.  Commissioner 
Burns also congratulated Mr. Otstott on his recovery.  
 
When asked about his turning point, he said it was the unwavering 
support and belief others had in him that helped him begin to 
believe in himself. He expressed gratitude for being reunited with his family and being present 
for his two (2) daughters.   
 
Following Mr. Otsott’s testimony, Chief District Court Judge Robert Mullenax addressed the 
Board to speak about the Burke County Recovery Court Program. He explained that the 
Recovery Court typically serves between 15 and 30 participants at a time. Participants enter at 
Level One and progress through a months-long, five-level program that includes group and 
individual therapy, frequent drug screening, job training opportunities, and housing support. 
Since its inception in 2019, the program has had hundreds of participants, a multitude of 
graduations, and many of whom have gone on to pursue education, build careers, reunite with 
their families, and mentor others in recovery. 
 
Judge Mullenax extended an open invitation from Presiding Judge Wesley Barkley to Board 
members to attend a session, held on alternating Tuesdays in the annex courtroom of the 
Burke County Courthouse. He emphasized the broader impact of the program, noting that every 
successful recovery represents one fewer person in the criminal justice or healthcare system 
and one more contributing member of the community. 
 
Judge Dan Kuehnert offered brief comments in support of the Recovery Court program. He 
clarified that the judges, probation officers, and other court personnel involved in Recovery 
Court are paid by the state and not through grant funding, with the exception of service 
providers such as Cognitive Connections. He noted that the grant funding primarily supports 
those therapeutic services, which are essential to the program's effectiveness. 
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Judge Kuehnert, who serves as chair of the program’s management committee, emphasized 
that Recovery Court provides an additional tool beyond traditional options like incarceration or 
standard probation, allowing judges to better address the root causes of addiction. While he 
expressed a desire for state-level funding—recognizing addiction as a statewide issue—he 
acknowledged that local funding provides greater control and accountability.  
 
Mr. Sandoe concluded his presentation as follows:  
 

 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
FINANCE - APPLICATIONS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING CAPITAL FUNDS  
Keith Lawson, Finance Director, BCPS, stated that a portion of lottery proceeds are deposited 
into a special fund administered by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction called 
the Public School Building Capital fund. This fund is used by counties in addressing their school 
capital needs. Monies deposited into the fund accumulate and earn interest until drawn down 
by the county. In order to draw down funds, the Board of County Commissioners and the Board 
of Education must approve and submit an application for an eligible project. Historically, the 
County has used lottery funds for debt service payments on Patton and Draughn High Schools. 
This application for $899,828 will be presented for approval by the Board of Education at their 
May 5, 2025, meeting. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Mr. Lawson responded to a 
question from Commissioner Burns about the payoff timeline. There being no further 
discussion, this item was carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
FINANCE - ATM LEASE AT FHEC  
Matt Johnson, Deputy Finance Director, requested approval for the renewal of the State 
Employees’ Credit Union lease, which is a small parcel of land at the Foothills Higher Education 
Center for a Cash Points ATM. This lease will continue the ATM’s location at Foothills for a 
minimum of three (3) years beginning July 1, 2025, and has provisions that allow for additional 
terms after the initial term if the County so desires.   
 
Budgetary Effect: The lease will keep the monthly rent at $275 per month.   
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
JCPC - APPROVAL OF COUNTY PLAN FOR BURKE COUNTY & FUNDING ALLOCATION  
Brian Epley, County Manager, reported that this is the annual request for approval of the JCPC 
funding allocation. It is consistent with the prior fiscal year.  
 

 
 

Additional information from the agenda packet:  
The Juvenile Crime Prevention Council (JCPC) plans for the needs of 
adjudicated and at-risk youth and assesses the need for delinquency 
treatment and prevention services in Burke County. The funding from the 
State Department of Public Safety Division of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) for the 
programs, $287,074, shown below, requires a 30% match, which is provided 
by the programs themselves either by cash or in-kind donations.   
 
The Annual Plan describes and documents each step of the state-mandated 
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process required to make decisions on the allocation of funds provided to 
Burke County by the Division of Juvenile Justice. The plan also documents 
the required meetings and attendance, as well as adherence to open meeting 
laws and other state-required processes. Most importantly, it lists the 
programs chosen for funding and the amounts allocated. This plan must be 
approved by the Burke County Board of Commissioners prior to acceptance 
and funding by DJJ.  

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
TDA - FINANCIAL UPDATE FOR THE PERIOD ENDING MARCH 31, 2025  
Ed Phillips, CEO, TDA, in accordance with Session Law 2007-265, HB 78, reported TDA’s 
quarterly receipts and expenditures.  He shared that, for the first time, the TDA is able to invest 
surplus funds into a capital management account to generate additional interest income. 
 
Mr. Phillips discussed the ongoing surge in hotel demand following Hurricane Helene, noting 
that occupancy has consistently exceeded available supply due to recovery workers, FEMA 
housing recipients, and general tourism. While tourism remains strong, he expressed 
uncertainty about how long recovery-related demand will continue, citing Hurricane Katrina 
recovery models that suggest it could last several years. He also shared that full repairs to the 
Blue Ridge Parkway are expected to take years.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. In response to questions from 
the Board, Mr. Phillips provided an overview of current openings and closures along the 
Parkway, trails, and other tourism sites impacted by the storm. There being no further 
discussion, this item was carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
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Vice Chairman Smith expressed appreciation for all the TDA does to enhance Burke County’s 
local economy.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
WPCC – PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL DATA FOR THE PERIOD ENDING MARCH 31, 
2025  
Sandy Hoilman, Chief Financial Officer, WPCC, reported the College’s financial data for the 
period ending March 31, 2025, as follows: 
 

 
 

 

Summary of Revenues BUDGET ACTUAL REMAINING PGLT ACTUAL REMAINING BUDGET ACTUAL REMAINING
State Appropriations 16,857,464           13,788,340              
Add. Allocations (detail below) 3,231,393              
County Appropriations 3,046,882              2,285,161              
Rent & Interest Income 13,500                   26,695                   
Institutional Funds 6,704,572              8,181,055              

Total Budgeted Revenues 20,088,857           13,788,340             6,300,517         3,060,382             2,311,856             748,526            6,704,572             8,181,055             (1,476,483)       

Summary of Expenditures
Institutional Support 3,484,961              2,911,419                84% 284,753                 272,066                 96% 258,740                 55,241                   21%
Curriculum Instruction 7,941,137              5,629,812                71% 594,000                 609,614                 103%
Non Curriculum Instruction 2,375,199              1,464,014                62% 251,000                 94,852                   38%
Academic Support 1,599,841              1,142,457                71% 500                        -                              0%
Student Support 3,457,317              2,231,942                65% 831,500                 1,988,836              239%
Plant Operations & Maint. 2,775,629              1,923,185              69%
Proprietary / Other 977,214                 801,242                 82%
Student Aid 3,791,618              4,246,478              112%
Capital Outlay (excluding Capital 
Improvements) 1,230,402              349,886                   28%

Total Budgeted Expenditures 20,088,857           13,729,530             6,359,327         3,060,382             2,195,251             865,131            6,704,572             7,796,264             (1,091,692)       
68.3% 31.7% 71.7% 28.3% 116.3% -16.3%

ADDITIONAL FUNDING DESIGNATED FOR APPROVED PROJECTS For Year Ending June 30, 2025
Customized Training Projects 107,826                 Total College Budget 29,853,811$         
ApprenticeshipNC reversion 41,232                   Total Expenditures 23,721,045$         79.5%
Perkins Carryforward 25,273                   
Hurricane Relief 1,858,771              
Enrollment Growth 446,436                 
Longevity 180,035                 Fund Balance: County Funds
High Cost Programs 502,682                 Fund Balance, Beginning July 1, 2024 648,692            
Faculty Retention & Nursing 69,138                   Current Operating Cash 116,605            

              
              

WESTERN PIEDMONT COMMUNITY COLLEGE
FY 2024-2025 SUMMARY AS OF MARCH 31, 2025

STATE COUNTY INSTITUTIONAL

 

  
                          
                 

                             
                                         

                              
                                                                                                          

  
                                                                                                     

                                                                 
                                                                    

                                                                                     
                                                              

                               
                                    

                             
    

                                 
                                                                                                          

          
                              

                              
                    

               
                  

                    
                                    

                                    

Current Fund Balance 765,297            
Total Other 3,231,393             

25%
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Ms. Hoilman reported that the spring semester went very well despite the impact of Hurricane 
Helene in late September. Thanks to state funding and proactive outreach by staff, the college 
saw an increase in enrollment rather than a decline. 
 
The college is projecting a 6–8% increase in budgeted FTE for the upcoming year, marking the 
most significant growth since COVID. Final figures are pending estimates for continuing 
education and basic skills programs. 
 
Ms. Hoilman provided an update on the Emergency Services Training Center, which is on track 
for completion by May 2026. Footings were poured last week, and vertical construction is 
expected to begin soon. She invited anyone interested to tour the construction site or other 
areas of the campus. She also noted the success of the recent Piedmont Palooza event, which 
drew over 1,000 attendees throughout the day. Finally, WPCC is closely monitoring 
developments in the state and federal budgets, particularly any potential reductions in federal 
grant funding that could impact the college. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
TAX DEPT. - TAX COLLECTION REPORT - APRIL 2025  
Linda Wilbur, Property Listing Supervisor, presented the Tax Collection Report for April 30, 
2025, as follows:  
 

Category Amount  
Collected YTD % Collected Balance to Collect 

Property Tax   $53,891,554.38 98.35%        $901,624.62 
Motor Vehicle Tax   $4,890,066.82 96.33%        $186,177.18 
Current Year Taxes   $58,731,621.20 98.18%        $1,087,801.80 
Delinquent Taxes   $510,445.17 72.92%        $189,554.83 
Penalty & Interest   $358,830.32 109.07%       ($29,830.32) 

 
The Tax Levy is the total property tax value, not including motor vehicles, times the tax rate. 
This amount changes monthly with the addition of discoveries, other changes, or corrections, 
and when Public Utility Values are added, typically during September.  
 

Category Tax Levy Amount Collected 
YTD % Collected Balance to Collect 

Property Tax $55,175,134.43 $53,891,554.38 97.67% $1,283,580.05 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
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RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
TAX DEPT. - RELEASE REFUND REPORT - APRIL 2025  
Linda Wilbur, Property Listing Supervisor, presented the Releases Refund Report for April 30, 
2025, as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tax System Refunds and Releases 
Report 
Amount 

Rebilled  
Amount 

Net 
Release 

Refund 
Amount 

$97,588.79 $809.99 $96,778.80 $0.00 
 

Bill #
Bill Date

Bill Amount 
after 

Release($)

0000075502-2024-2024-
0000-00-REG 7/15/2024 20.68

0000075502-2024-2024-
0000-00-REG 7/15/2024 0.00

0024007972-2024-2024-
0000-00-REG 7/15/2024 0.00

Subtotal 20.68

0000054465-2024-2024-
0000-00-REG 7/15/2024 0.00

Subtotal 0.00

0024024849-2024-2024-
0000-00-REG 7/15/2024 5.85

0024024849-2024-2024-
0000-00-REG 7/15/2024 0.00

0024055855-2024-2024-
0000-00-REG 7/15/2024 0.00

0024063920-2023-2023-
0000-00-REG 7/3/2023 0.00

0024063920-2024-2024-
0000-00-REG 7/15/2024 0.00

0024068321-2022-2022-
0000-00-REG 12/14/2022 0.00

0024077309-2024-2024-
0000-00-REG 7/15/2024 0.00

Subtotal 5.85

0000098090-2023-2023-
0000-00-REG 7/3/2023 0.00

0000098090-2024-2024-
0000-00-REG 7/15/2024 0.00

Subtotal 0.00

FLEX FITNESS GYM INC LINDA WILBUR 4/16/2025 20.68 20.68

Release 
Amount($)

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Business  Closed   

FLEX FITNESS GYM INC LINDA WILBUR 4/16/2025 21.91 1.23

Taxpayer Name Operator ID 
(Name)

Release 
Date

Orig Bill 
Amount($)

76.47 55.79

THE WEATHERED HOME LINDA WILBUR 4/23/2025 33.88 33.88

LOGAN, ROBERT LIONEL KAYLA 
BURGESS 4/4/2025 5.85 5.85

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Deceased   

LOGAN, ROBERT LIONEL KAYLA 
BURGESS 4/4/2025 6.16 6.16

12.01 12.01

17.84 17.84

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Mapping Correction   

SMITH, LILLIAN MARIE AMANDA 
CONLEY 3/31/2025 17.84 17.84

SMITH, EMIEL E KAYLA 
BURGESS 4/28/2025 5.85 5.85

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Not in Burke County   

SMITH, EMIEL E KAYLA 
BURGESS 4/28/2025 11.70 5.85

YOUNT, TODD L KAYLA 
BURGESS 4/24/2025 6.16 6.16

BEHL AVIATION ASSETS LLC LINDA WILBUR 4/16/2025 18,760.00 18,760.00

GLYNN, ROBERT NEIL LINDA WILBUR 4/17/2025 77.72 77.72

YOUNT, TODD L KAYLA 
BURGESS 4/24/2025 6.16 6.16

95,867.59 95,861.74

K & A MANAGEMENT JOHN 
BRIDGERS 4/1/2025 77,000.00 77,000.00

 
 

VTS Refunds Over $100 
 Refund 

 VTS Adjustments $137.94 
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Bill #
Bill Date

Bill Amount 
after 

Release($)

0000088496-2018-2018-
0000-00-REG 7/1/2018 0.00

Subtotal 0.00

0000007464-2024-2024-
0000-00-REG 7/15/2024 783.46

0000088496-2016-2016-
0000-00-REG 7/1/2016 0.00

0000088496-2017-2017-
0000-00-REG 7/1/2017 0.00

0000088496-2019-2019-
0000-00-REG 7/1/2019 0.00

0000088496-2020-2020-
0000-00-REG 7/1/2020 0.00

0000088496-2021-2021-
0000-00-REG 7/1/2021 0.00

0000088496-2022-2022-
0000-00-REG 7/1/2022 0.00

0000088496-2023-2023-
0000-00-REG 7/3/2023 0.00

0000088496-2024-2024-
0000-00-REG 7/15/2024 0.00

Subtotal 783.46

Total 809.99

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Discovery Billing   

LAUGHTER, BILLY RAY LINDA WILBUR 4/7/2025 81.25 81.25

TAX DISTRICT: BURKE COUNTY       RELEASE REASON: Duplicate Billing   

LOPEZ-ROMAN, ALEX LINDA WILBUR 4/7/2025 901.06 117.60

81.25 81.25

LAUGHTER, BILLY RAY LINDA WILBUR 4/7/2025 79.25 79.25

LAUGHTER, BILLY RAY LINDA WILBUR 4/9/2025 33.00 33.00

LAUGHTER, BILLY RAY LINDA WILBUR 4/7/2025 78.89 78.89

LAUGHTER, BILLY RAY LINDA WILBUR 4/7/2025 81.33 81.33

94.16

LAUGHTER, BILLY RAY LINDA WILBUR 4/7/2025 88.89 88.89

LAUGHTER, BILLY RAY LINDA WILBUR 4/7/2025 82.89 82.89

Taxpayer Name Operator ID 
(Name)

Release 
Date

Orig Bill 
Amount($)

Release 
Amount($)

97,588.79 96,778.80

1,533.63 750.17

LAUGHTER, BILLY RAY LINDA WILBUR 4/7/2025 94.16 94.16

LAUGHTER, BILLY RAY LINDA WILBUR 4/7/2025 94.16

 
 
*Note: The net release amount results from the reported amount minus the rebilled amount.   
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 
BOC - RESOLUTION OPPOSING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF HB 675 (2025) DUE TO 
ADVERSE IMPACTS ON LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT FIRST RESPONDERS IN BURKE 
COUNTY  
Commissioner Burns discussed a resolution opposing specific provisions of House Bill 675 
(2025) under consideration by the North Carolina General Assembly. HB 675 would require all 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) personnel-including volunteer Emergency Medical 
Responders affiliated with local fire departments, to obtain National Registry of Emergency 
Medical Technicians (NREMT) certification beginning January 1, 2026. The resolution highlights 
concerns about the bill’s potential negative impacts on Burke County’s volunteer first 
responders, rural EMS coverage, and overall public safety. It requests that the legislature 
provide exemptions, alternative pathways, or funding support to mitigate the burdens placed on 
rural EMS providers. 
 
Commissioner Burns noted that although the bill was pulled from the House Rules Committee 
on April 29, it could still reappear in other legislative forms, including House Bill 763 or future 
budget legislation. He emphasized the potential negative impact such certification requirements 
could have on Burke County’s volunteer fire departments and rural EMS services, citing 
increased training, financial burdens, and staffing challenges. 
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The resolution urges the North Carolina General Assembly to consider exemptions, alternative 
certification pathways, or grandfathering provisions for rural EMS personnel, along with funding 
and technical support to ease the transition. 
 
The Board had no objections to leaving this on the agenda as requested, even though the bill 
was pulled; therefore, this item was carried forward to the next meeting without objection. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CO. MGR. - PRESENTATION OF RECOMMENDED BUDGET FOR FY 25-26 AND 
SCHEDULING OF PUBLIC HEARING (PLACE HOLDER)  
Brian Epley, County Manager, announced that he will present a thorough overview of the FY 
2025 - 2026 recommended budget to the Board of Commissioners on Monday, May 19, 2025. A 
copy of the recommended budget will be filed in the office of the Clerk to the Board that day 
and will be available for public inspection at the Burke County Governmental Offices during 
regular business hours. Additionally, the recommended budget will be available for viewing on 
Burke County’s website at: http://www.burkenc.org/2265/Budget-Documents. 
 

G.S. § 159-11 (b) - The budget, together with a budget message, shall be 
submitted to the governing board not later than June 1. The budget and budget 
message should, but need not, be submitted at a formal meeting of the board. 
The budget message should contain a concise explanation of the governmental 
goals fixed by the budget for the budget year, should explain important features 
of the activities anticipated in the budget, should set forth the reasons for stated 
changes from the previous year in program goals, programs, and appropriation 
levels, and should explain any major changes in fiscal policy. 

 
A public hearing on the recommended budget is required, and citizens are encouraged to 
present written or oral comments. Adoption of the recommended budget is anticipated to occur 
on June 16, 2025. 
  

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MAY 19, 
2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
DSS - ADULT SERVICES ESSENTIAL SERVICES FUNDS RFP (PLACE HOLDER)  
Brett Porter, Social Work Supervisor, and Tiffany Breden, Social Worker, presented a request for 
Board approval to use Adult Services Essential Services Funds provided to the County by the 
State for Hurricane Helene recovery purposes as follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Mr. Terry Williams responded to 
a question from Vice Chairman Smith. In response to a question from Commissioner Barrier, 
Brett Porter explained that although all known eligible clients have already been assisted, 
additional individuals are expected to qualify as cases move through the various service codes. 
He also noted the State recently provided an additional $20,000 in funding. Chairman Brittain 
asked whether unused funds would be returned. Mr. Porter confirmed that any unspent funds 
would either be reallocated to other counties or returned to the State, with the deadline to use 
the funds anticipated in the near future. Due to the time-sensitive nature of the funding, the 
Board agreed to move the request to the Consent Agenda. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING (CONSENT 
AGENDA) ON MAY 19, 2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 
DSS - MONTHLY OPERATIONAL REPORT  
Korey Fisher-Wellman, DSS Director, presented the monthly operational report as follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Brian Epley, County Manager,  
provided additional context for the ongoing child welfare challenges and efforts in Burke 
County, beginning with concerns related to juveniles in the County’s custody. He explained that 
many of these children are older youth with severe behavioral and mental health challenges, 
often stemming from traumatic backgrounds. These juveniles frequently end up in DSS custody 
due to the lack of appropriate placements. Mr. Epley emphasized that the County is financially 
responsible for their care, as the state does not reimburse most of the associated costs. This 
results in an annual burden of approximately $250,000 on Burke County taxpayers. He noted 
that most counties in North Carolina are not equipped to provide this level of care. 
 
Mr. Epley attributed much of the placement issue to privatized behavioral health facilities, which 
are legally permitted to refuse service. Mr. Fisher-Wellman emphasized that Medicaid-eligible 
children are entitled to care, but the facilities can still reject them. Unlike hospitals, these 
facilities are not obligated to accept children regardless of need or capacity. As a result, children 
with high-level needs remain in DSS offices overnight, despite the fact that open beds exist 
statewide. Mr. Epley noted that this issue could be a potential area for legislative advocacy, 
suggesting reforms to prevent facilities from denying care based on convenience or complexity. 
 
Shifting to the child welfare system more broadly, Mr. Epley reported a notable uptick in 
reported incidents of child abuse and neglect. This increase has led to a significant backlog of 
child protective services (CPS) cases. In response, the County has launched a temporary 
staffing initiative, bringing in 10 seasoned contract social workers from other counties to assist 
with investigations. This short-term solution has helped reduce the backlog by about 50 cases, 
giving social workers a little relief in their caseload. CPS social workers are working on an 
average of 30 cases, when the recommended caseload is 12 – 15 cases per worker. 
 
Mr. Epley explained that the uptick in the abuse and neglect reports will likely result in more 
children entering the foster care system, as investigations often uncover situations requiring 
protective custody. He noted that CPS serves as a pipeline into foster care, further increasing 
pressure on an already strained system with too few licensed foster homes available. 
 
To proactively address the anticipated increase in foster care needs, Mr. Epley announced the 
formation of a local coalition focused on foster parent recruitment. The kickoff meeting is 
scheduled for May 15, which will include stakeholders from the school system, faith community, 
judicial system, guardian ad litem program, and social services. The goal is to develop a 
coordinated strategy for recruitment, education, and partnership building to increase the 
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number of foster homes in Burke County and ensure children can be placed in appropriate 
family settings rather than temporary DSS offices. 
 
Mr. Epley concluded by noting that these efforts are part of a broader, systematic approach 
aimed at improving outcomes for vulnerable children. He expressed hope that through 
collaboration, strategic planning, and community engagement, the County can begin to reduce 
caseloads, improve placement options, and support programs—such as Recovery Court—that 
help families retain parental rights when possible. 
 
Mr. Fisher-Wellman responded to a question from Vice Chairman Smith by outlining the criteria 
used to determine abuse and neglect, in addition to explaining the investigation process and the 
circumstances under which a child may be removed from the home. There being no further 
discussion, Chairman Brittain opened the floor for a motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
OTHER DISCUSSION ITEMS  
Chairman Brittain asked Board members to submit their reports to the Clerk for inclusion in the 
regular agenda packet. He issued reminders for the upcoming NCACC and BOC meetings. He 
also invited youth groups to sign up to lead the Pledge of Allegiance at Commissioners' 
meetings. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
CM- STORM RECOVERY MEASURES: HMG RESOLUTION, NC MOA ADOPTION, AND 
MANAGER’S UPDATE  
County Manager Brian Epley provided an update on local recovery efforts related to Tropical 
Storm Helene. He requested the adoption of a resolution designating Chairman Jeff Brittain and 
himself as authorized agents for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, a necessary step in the 
application process for state-administered hazard mitigation funding. Regarding the North 
Carolina Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for waterway debris removal, Mr. Epley noted that 
the draft was not yet ready for presentation and requested that the item remain on the agenda 
for the regular meeting. Highlights of the storm update presentation were as follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Commissioner Barrier inquired 
about any final deadlines from FEMA for completing the waterway and private property debris 
removal process. Mr. Epley responded that no firm FEMA deadline has been communicated to 
the County. He noted that State Emergency Management Director Will Ray had initially 
referenced a potential June 30th target for debris collection completion, but that may have 
changed over time. 
 
He clarified that the only formal deadline he is aware of was the 180-day window following the 
storm, during which 100% of cleanup costs were federally reimbursed. That window expired on 
March 27th, and any work performed after that date falls under a 90/10 cost share—with the 
federal government covering 90% of eligible costs. The remaining 10% may be covered by the 
State, the County, or shared between the two (2), but no clear guidance has been provided on 
that distribution yet. 
 
He emphasized that this uncertainty around the local financial responsibility was a key reason 
for recommending that the County not manage private property debris removal (PPDR) in-
house. He cited Buncombe County's PPDR contract, which came back at $75,000 per parcel, as 
an example of the potential cost burden, suggesting that even a small share of that cost could 
be substantial for the County. 
 
There being no further discussion, Chairman Brittain opened the floor for a motion. 

 
Motion: To accept the report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-15.  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
This space is intentionally left blank.  
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Res. No. 2025-15 reads as follows: 

Mr. Epley and the Board discussed the status of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
between North Carolina Emergency Management and Burke County regarding debris removal 
assistance related to Hurricane Helene. Mr. Epley noted that the final version of the MOA has 
not yet been received from the State’s general counsel and, therefore, is not ready for approval 
at this time. 

There was discussion about whether to proceed with a motion to authorize execution of the 
MOA in advance or wait until the final document is available. After Mr. Epley responded to 
additional questions and additional discussion, the Board agreed to move the MOA 
consideration to the next regular meeting, allowing time for the document to be finalized and 
reviewed. 

RESULT: MOVED THE MOA WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON 
MAY 19, 2025, AT 6:00 P.M. 

CLOSING REMARKS ON HOUSE BILL 765 AND REQUEST FOR STAFF ACTION 
Commissioner Burns shared that beginning April 16th, he received a flurry of phone calls 
regarding House Bill 765. Several constituents even traveled to Raleigh to attend a committee 
meeting on the bill, which appeared to go well overall, with only two (2) opposing votes. The 
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North Carolina Association of County Commissioners (NCACC) encouraged counties to take local 
action and also shared examples of opposition resolutions for reference. 

Commissioner Burns asked that County staff review House Bill 765 and prepare a draft 
resolution for the Board’s consideration at the next regular meeting. He outlined several key 
concerns with the bill, including: 

• Disqualifying commissioners from participating in rezoning votes due to prior informal
discussions or expressed opinions.

• Mandating residential densities of 4 to 6 units per acre based strictly on population data,
without regard for local infrastructure or development plans.

• Promoting the elimination of conditional zoning at the applicant’s request.
• Subjecting consistency statements to judicial review, increasing the risk of litigation.
• Requiring decisions on rezonings and site plans within 90 days, regardless of complexity.
• Imposing new legal liabilities and potential punitive damages on counties, municipalities,

and individual board or council members.

Commissioner Burns expressed serious concern that these provisions would strip local 
governments of essential planning tools, result in rushed and poorly informed decisions, and 
expose officials to increased legal risk. He emphasized that the bill promotes a one-size-fits-all 
approach to zoning that is inappropriate for Burke County and detrimental to good governance 
statewide. 

ADJOURN 
Motion: To adjourn at 5:14 p.m. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Attest: 

_______________________________ 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
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