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MINUTES 
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on Monday, October 20, 2025, 
at 6:00 p.m.in the Commissioners' Meeting Room, Burke County Services Building, 110 N. Green 
Street, Entrance E, in Morganton, North Carolina. The meeting was recorded and uploaded to the 
County’s YouTube channel, BurkeCountyNC. The agenda, in its entirety, was posted to the 
County’s website, www.burkenc.org, several days prior to the meeting. Pursuant to Resolution 
No. 2024-17, adopted and effective on August 20, 2024, the Burke County Board of 
Commissioners conferred upon itself all the power, duties, and responsibilities of the Board of 
Health and the Social Services Board. Those present were: 

COMMISSIONERS: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Commissioner 
Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
Brian Barrier 
Randy Burns 
Mike Stroud 

STAFF: Brian Epley, County Manager 
Margaret Pierce, Finance Director/Deputy County Manager 
Dylan Laws, Wilson, Lackey, Rohr & Hall P.C.  
(County Attorney Designee) 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, Clerk to the Board 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Brittain called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION 
Ethan Cromer, Senior Pastor, Mount Home Baptist Church, delivered the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mountain View Elementary School Soccer Team led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 

The Board of Commissioners with the Mountain View School Soccer Team, including Moises Lopez Ortiz, Adrian 
Iniguez, Domenica Villegas, Pablo Son Xec, Jesus Ramirez, Jaziel Vasquez, Jocelyn Pablo, Hannah Yax, Ana Yax, 

Raelynn Ollis, and Aaron Pablo Francisco.  
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion: To approve the agenda as amended, with the addition of Decision Item No. 
3, Appointment of Commissioner Stroud to the America 250 NC Committee, as 
requested by Vice Chairman Smith, who has scheduling conflicts with their meetings.  
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion: To approve the meeting minutes of June 16, 2025 (regular) and July 14, 2025 
(BOH special) as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
BCCOC - PROCLAMATION DECLARING OCTOBER AS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MONTH 
Tonia Stephenson, President of the Burke County Chamber of Commerce, introduced Chamber 
staff present and recognized Kary Greer, Director of Operations & Member Engagement, who was 
unable to attend. Ms. Stephenson requested approval of a proclamation recognizing October as 
“Support Your Local Chamber of Commerce Month in Burke County.” She provided brief historical 
context on chambers of commerce and highlighted the Burke County Chamber’s 80 years of 
service, noting it serves more than 640 members representing thousands of employees and works 
collaboratively with government, businesses, and citizens to support the local economy and 
quality of life. 
 

 
Depicted from left to right: Commissioner Burns, Taylor Teeple, Commissioner Stroud, Tonia Stephenson, Chairman 

Brittain, Madelyn Hogston, Commissioner Barrier, Vice Chairman Smith.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments and then expressed gratitude for 
all the Chamber does for small businesses and the community. There being nothing further, he 
called for a motion.  
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Motion: To approve Proclamation No. 2025-16. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES:  Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Proclamation No. 2025-16 reads as follows:  
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 
 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
PROCLAMATION 

  
WHEREAS, Chambers of Commerce strive to address the community’s top challenges and greatest 
opportunities through bold leadership and innovative problem-solving; and 
  
WHEREAS, chambers of commerce foster stronger, more vibrant communities by advocating for 
priorities to promote economic prosperity, enhance quality of life, and create access to meaningful 
employment and opportunity for all residents. 
  
WHEREAS, chambers of commerce are champions of communities, serving as a trusted resource 
for businesses, residents, and other stakeholders; and 
  
WHEREAS, chambers of commerce create catalytic community partnerships to build resilient 
economies and promote community-wide prosperity; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Burke County Chamber of Commerce has been serving Burke County since 1945 
and represents over 640 of the businesses throughout this county.   
  
WHEREAS, the Burke County Chamber of Commerce lives out its mission daily to Growing 
Business. Building Community. 
  
THEREFORE, the Burke County Commissioners do hereby proclaim October as: 
  

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MONTH 
  
and encourages Burke County residents to learn more about their local chamber, its impact and 
support of local businesses. 
  

Approved this 20th day of October 2025. 
 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

 
FCNC – INFORMATIONAL UPDATE FROM FOOTHILLS CONSERVANCY OF NC 
Shane Prisby, Trails Program Director, Foothills Conservancy of NC, announced that Andrew Kota, 
Executive Director, Foothills Conservancy of NC, was unable to attend the meeting, and relayed 
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the following message from Mr. Kota: Foothills Conservancy and Lake James State Park recently 
dedicated a picnic shelter within the park to honor Susie Hamrick Jones and Paul Braun for their 
leadership in the State Lake James conservation campaign during the late 1990s and early 2000s. 
The campaign resulted in the State’s acquisition of nearly 3,000 acres and approximately 30 miles 
of shoreline, significantly expanding Lake James State Park and increasing public access for 
residents of Burke County and beyond. The land had previously been slated for several golf 
courses and high-density residential development similar to Lake Norman. Director Kota noted 
that the Burke County Commission and County Planning Department played an instrumental role 
through their partnership and forward-thinking support. County leadership recognized that 
conservation and public recreation benefit public health and well-being while also strengthening 
the local economy. He added that Burke County and Foothills Conservancy have partnered in 
conservation and public recreation efforts for nearly 30 years and expressed appreciation for the 
relationship and anticipation of continued collaboration. 
 
Then Mr. Prisby presented an informational update on current projects and initiatives within the 
County as follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Commissioner Barrier asked how 
the trail systems are maintained. Mr. Prisby explained that most trail maintenance is handled by 
Foothills Conservancy staff and a strong network of dedicated volunteers. Routine and day-to-
day work, such as clearing fallen trees, is typically handled in-house; however, some tasks are 
contracted out when necessary, with the Conservancy prioritizing in-house work for efficiency 
and cost savings. There being no further discussion, Chairman Brittain called for a motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES:            Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
EF - FOREST RESTORATION AND PLANNING 
EcoForesters Executive Director, Lang Hornthal, shared an update on forest restoration efforts in 
Burke County following Hurricane Helene as follows:  
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This space is intentionally left blank. 

Mr. Hornthal emphasized that forest damage and related risks will be ongoing and stressed the 
importance of proactive planning, encouraging landowners and local governments to develop 
forest management plans to establish baseline conditions, guide decision-making, and prioritize 
damaged areas following recent storms. He highlighted anticipated assistance for private 
landowners, including a forthcoming state timber loss assistance program and support through 
the Community Foundation of Western North Carolina Helene Relief Grant, which EcoForesters is 
using to provide professional expertise and direct assistance in Burke and surrounding counties. 

During the discussion, Commissioners asked about future preparedness, equipment needs, debris 
removal, and prescribed burning. Mr. Hornthal noted that forestry equipment is specialized and 
costly, making ownership challenging, and that smaller, versatile equipment may be most 
practical for improving access and reducing wildfire risk. He explained that debris removal is often 
limited by cost, terrain, and access, with priority given to placing fuels on the ground to 
decompose and reduce fire risk, and that many landowners lack sufficient resources without 
additional funding. He also stated that prescribed burns are constrained by access, fuel conditions, 
and narrow weather windows, though wildfire mitigation funding is increasingly prioritized. There 
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being no further discussions, Chairman Brittain then called for a motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES:            Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
CM – FOSTER CARE PRESENTATION 
Brian Epley thanked the Board of Commissioners for their continued focus on foster care and 
introduced Hope Hembree, a former foster youth and current Burke County DSS social worker, 
to share her perspective. Ms. Hembree provided a personal account of entering foster care at age 
six (6) due to parental substance abuse, describing both positive and negative placement 
experiences, frequent school changes, and the emotional challenges of instability, age-related 
placement barriers, and group home care. 
 
She highlighted the importance of stable, committed foster parents, supportive and invested 
social workers, and programs such as NC Reach and LINKS, which helped her obtain a college 
education and transition successfully into adulthood. Ms. Hembree shared that she was adopted 
at age 17 and later earned a degree in social work, returning to Burke County DSS as a 
professional in the same agency that once served her. She emphasized that consistent support, 
accountability, and belief in foster youth can have lifelong impacts, and encouraged continued 
investment in foster families and social workers to improve outcomes for children in care. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Ms. Hembree received praise from 
Commissioner Stroud. 
 
RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 

 
RECESS OF THE MEETING 
Chairman Brittain called for a brief recess at 7:18 p.m., and the meeting resumed at 7:21 p.m. 
  
CD - ZMA 2025-05, 4111 NC 126 MORGANTON, NC- ZONING MAP AMENDMENT & 
PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:00 P.M. 
Patrick Dickinson, Planner, presented highlights of the following rezoning request: 
 
Rezoning Request: ZMA 2025-05 
Applicants: Ricardo & Kristy Guillen  
PIN: 1764-09-3110 
Address: 4111 NC 126, Morganton, NC 28655 
Request: Rezone an 11.18-acre parcel from 
Residential-One (R-1) to Planned Residential 
Mixed-Use (PRMU) 
 
REQUEST: 
The Community Development Department has received a rezoning application from Ricardo and 
Kristy Guillen to rezone an 11.18-acre parcel from Residential-One (R-1) to Planned Residential 
Mixed-Use (PRMU). The property is located off NC 126 between Mast Hook Way and Southpointe 
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Drive, with access provided via a private right-of-way from NC 126, a state-maintained highway. 
The applicants recently acquired a right-of-way onto the parcel and are seeking greater flexibility 
in the allowed use of the land. 
 
SITE ANALYSIS AND SURROUNDING AREA: 
The parcel, PIN 176-4093-110, is located within the Linville Township and the Lake James Fire 
District of Burke County. It lies within the Lake James CA WS-IV watershed and is currently 
vacant. 
 
Surrounding Zoning and Land Use: 
 

Direction Current Zoning Existing Land Use 

North R-1 Vacant 

South PRMU Single-Family Residential 

East R-1 Single-Family Residential 

South R-1 Vacant 
 
The property is near the Water’s Edge and Southpointe neighborhoods, both zoned PRMU, which 
feature a mix of residential and recreational amenities such as pools, tennis courts, and lake 
access. 
 
CURRENT ZONING: 
R-1 (Residential-One) is the most limited residential zoning district in Burke County, permitting 
only stick-built or modular homes and very limited community services. 

 
PROPOSED ZONING: 
PRMU (Planned Residential Mixed-Use) allows for: 

• Clustered residential development — a way of building houses closer together on a small 
part of a larger property to preserve more open space. 

• Neighborhood-scale commercial uses are appropriate for scenic or recreation-based areas, 
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such as bike shops, convenience stores, and no drive-through restaurants. 
• Master-planned mixed-use developments combining residential, office, and small-scale

commercial uses.
• Industrial uses are not permitted. More intensive uses (e.g., apartments, breweries, retail

over 3,000 sq. ft.) require a special use permit and site plan review.

The parcel is also within the Scenic Overlay District, which imposes additional design standards, 
buffering requirements, and restrictions on certain intensive uses to preserve the area’s character. 

CONFORMITY WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: 
The 2022–2030 Blueprint Burke Strategic Land Use Plan designates the parcel as Lake James 
Scenic on the Future Land Use Map. This category supports: 

• Single-family residential and community-oriented development.
• Lake-focused commercial uses such as restaurants, resorts, and tourism-based

businesses.

The requested PRMU zoning is consistent with the Future Land Use Map and the plan’s goals for 
this area. 

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATION: 
The Planning Board provides a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners for each map 
amendment or text amendment. At the August 28, 2025, Planning Board meeting, the case was 
reviewed. The applicant spoke about the need for greater flexibility in land use and expressed 
enthusiasm for the property’s future as a family asset. No public comments were made. The 
Board voted unanimously to support the rezoning request. 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he opened the 
public hearing at 7:25 p.m. The Public Hearing Notice was published in the News Herald on 
October 9 and 16, 2025. Further, the notice was also posted on the County’s website 
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(www.burkenc.org) on October 9, 2025. There being no one present to address the Board, the 
public hearing was closed at 7:25 p.m. He then called for a motion.  
 
Motion: To adopt Ordinance No. 2025-11 as it relates to ZMA 2025-05 for the parcel 
corresponding to PIN 1764-09-3110 to rezone said parcel from Residential-One (R-
1) to Planned Residential Mixed-Use (PRMU) because it is consistent with the Future 
Land Use Map designation of Lake James Scenic. Further, the request is reasonable 
and in the public interest because: 

• The surrounding land uses and zoning, including adjacent PRMU 
neighborhoods, support the rezoning. 

• The Scenic Overlay District encourages flexible, character-matching planned 
development while regulating intensive uses. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES:            Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Ordinance No. 2025-11 reads as follows:  
 
Burke County 
North Carolina 

 
An Ordinance Amending the Official Burke County Zoning Map 

ZMA 2025-05 
  
Be it ordained that the Official Burke County Zoning Map is hereby amended as follows: 
  
A single parcel totaling 11.18-acres located at 4111 NC 126, Morganton, N.C., and identified by 
PIN: 1764-09-3110 shall be rezoned from the Residential One (R-1) district to Planned Residential 
Mixed Use.   
  
Consistency Statement 
The Commissioners find that the request to rezone ZMA 2025-05, an 11.18-acre parcel located 
at 4111 NC 126, Morganton (PIN 1764-09-3110) from the Residential-1 (R-1) District to the 
Planned Residential Mixed-Use (PRMU) District, is consistent with the Future Land Use Map, which 
designates this area as "Lake James Scenic" and supports single-family residential development 
and community-oriented, lake-focused commercial uses. The proposed PRMU zoning is also 
consistent with the character of the area, as it is compatible with the adjacent PRMU-zoned 
neighborhoods and is located within the Scenic Overlay District, which encourages planned 
development that is in harmony with the area's character. Furthermore, the PRMU district 
provides for a mix of residential and neighborhood-scale commercial uses, with regulatory 
oversight through the special use permit process to ensure compatibility with surrounding uses. 
 

Adopted this 20th day of October 2025. 
 
/s:/ Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
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Attest: 
/s:/ Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Chairman Brittian called for informal public comments and asked speakers to limit their comments 
to three (3) minutes. 
 
Cristy Gupton, 200 Laforet Drive, highlighted the benefits of Direct Primary Care (DPC) as an 
alternative healthcare model. She explained that DPC uses a flat monthly membership fee to 
provide patients with unlimited primary care access, longer appointments, and direct 
communication with physicians, reducing administrative costs and reliance on insurance. Ms. 
Gupton stated that DPC improves access, lowers overall healthcare spending, reduces 
unnecessary emergency room use, and supports better chronic care management and more 
responsible opioid prescribing. She shared her personal experience as a DPC patient for over five 
(5) years and noted growing national and local interest in the model, including one existing DPC 
clinic in Burke County. She encouraged community leaders to support awareness and expansion 
of DPC. 
 
There was no one else to address the Board; therefore, Chairman Brittain closed this portion of 
the meeting.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
At the request of the Board, Brian Epley, County Manager, reviewed the following five (5) items 
on the consent agenda, which were approved by a single motion. 
 
CLERK - APPOINTMENT TO THE AMERICA 250 NC COMMITTEE 
Mr. Kevin Hancock previously occupied Seat No. 10 on the America 250 NC Committee, 
representing the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR), until his resignation and removal during 
the Board of Commissioners' August 18, 2025, meeting. The SAR Chapter recently formed an 
America 250 Committee to support the upcoming commemoration. To fill this vacancy, Mr. 
Charles Woodie of the Col. Alexander Erwin SAR Chapter (CAESAR) applied. He currently serves 
as Vice President of the Chapter and as Chair of the SAR’s newly established America 250 
Committee. 
 
Motion: To appoint Charles Woodie to Seat No. 10, Sons of the American Revolution, 
on the America 250 NC Committee to complete the remainder of a term ending April 
16, 2027, and to grant an exception to Section 2-88, membership requirements of the 
Burke County Code of Ordinances. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner  
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
CM - BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 3 - $122,000 
This budget amendment recognizes funds received from the State of North Carolina to the health 
department as part of statewide funding AA 122, to be used for post-hurricane Helene recovery 
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efforts. Funding will be used both to offset existing costs and enhance program delivery in 
environmental health, preparedness, and clinical services. 
 
Motion: To adopt Budget Amendment No. 3 as presented. 
RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner  
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Budget Amendment No. 3 reads as follows:  
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 3 
FY 25-26 

 
BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 3 

REVENUES 
ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
100-50003-01-439500 AA 112 Revenues $122,000  

EXPENSES 
ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
100-50003-20-569112 Health AA 122 $97,000  
100-50006-20-575000 Equipment $25,000  
 
Purpose: To recognize $122,500 in state grant funding (AA 122) awarded to the Health Department 
for post–Hurricane Helene recovery efforts. These funds will offset previously incurred costs and 
enhance program delivery in environmental health, preparedness, and clinical services. Specifically, 
the amendment provides resources for emergency response training and evaluation, equipment 
upgrades, food pantry support, record digitization, and staff development to strengthen the County’s 
capacity to respond to future public health and environmental challenges.  
 
A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of the 
County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 

 
Adopted this 20th day of October 2025. 

 
/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 

Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
TAX - APPROVAL OF RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE BOARD OF E&R 
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The rules of procedure for the Board of Equalization & Review have been formally documented 
and are largely consistent with how the Board previously conducted business. The Board of 
Commissioners was asked to approve these rules, which are hereby incorporated into the meeting 
minutes in their entirety by reference. 
 
Motion: To approve the Rules of Procedure for the Board of Equalization and Review 
as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner  
AYES:            Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
TAX - TAX COLLECTION REPORT - SEPTEMBER 2025 
The Board of Commissioners was presented with the Tax Collection Report for the period ending 
September 30, 2025, at the pre-agenda meeting as follows: 
 

Category Amount Collected 
YTD % Collected Balance to Collect 

Property Tax $35,543,567.06 64.58% $19,495,446.94 

Motor Vehicle Tax $1,693,477.82 31.03% $3,763,379.18 
Current Year Taxes $37,237,044.88 61.55% $23,258,826.12 
Delinquent Taxes $314,696.29 44.96% $385,303.71 
Penalty & Interest $135,534.95 41.20% $196,465.05 

  
The Tax Levy is the total property tax value, not including motor vehicles, times the tax rate. This 
amount changes monthly with the addition of discoveries, other changes, or corrections, and 
when Public Utility Values are added, typically during September.  
  

Category Tax Levy Amount Collected 
YTD % Collected Balance to Collect 

Property Tax $59,709,440.95. $35,543,567.06. 59.53%. $24,165,873.89. 
 
Motion: To accept the Tax Collection Report for September 2025 as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner  
AYES:            Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
TAX - TAX REFUND & RELEASE REPORT - SEPTEMBER 2025 
The Board of Commissioners was presented with the Tax Refund & Release Report for the period 
ending September 30, 2025, at the pre-agenda meeting as follows:  
 

Tax System Refunds and Releases 
Report Amount Rebilled Amount Net Release Refund Amount 

$551,599.26 $105,531.50 $446,067.76 $1,725.88 
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VTS Refunds over $100 
 Refund Amount 

VTS Adjustments $152.34 
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Motion: To approve the Tax Releases and Refunds for September 2025 as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES:  Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

ITEMS FOR DECISION 

VETERANS SERVICES - RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION GREEN LIGHT 
Molly Eller, Veterans Services Officer, requested approval of the following resolution (below), 
which declares Burke County’s support for Operation Green Light, an initiative between the North 
Carolina Association of County Commissioners (NCACC), the National Association of Counties 
(NACo), the National Association of County Veteran Service Officers (NACVSO), and other 
counties in North Carolina. She gave a brief presentation as follows:  

This space is intentionally left blank. 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Ms. Eller responded to a question 
from Commissioner Stroud about a movie produced by the State about veterans. Chairman 
Brittain encouraged all citizens who want to participate to get some green lights and put them on 
display, then called for a motion. 
 
Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-32. 
RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner  
AYES:            Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Resolution No. 2025-32 reads as follows: 
 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
BURKE COUNTY 
   

RESOLUTION 
SUPPORTING OPERATION GREEN LIGHT FOR VETERANS 

  
WHEREAS, the residents of Burke County have great respect, admiration, and the utmost 
gratitude for all of the men and women who have selflessly served our country and this 
community in the Armed Forces; and  

  
WHEREAS, the contributions and sacrifices of the men and women who served in the Armed 
Forces have been vital in maintaining the freedoms and way of life enjoyed by our citizens; and  

  
WHEREAS, Burke County seeks to honor these individuals who have paid the high price for 
freedom by placing themselves in harm’s way for the good of all; and 
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WHEREAS, veterans continue to serve our community in the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, religious groups, civil service, and by functioning as County Veteran Service Officers in 29 
states to help fellow former service members access more than $52 billion in federal health, 
disability, and compensation benefits each year; and 

  
WHEREAS, approximately 200,000 service members transition to civilian communities annually; 
and  

  
WHEREAS, an estimated 20 percent increase of service members will transition to civilian life in 
the near future; and  

  
WHEREAS, studies indicate that 44 - 72 percent of service members experience high levels of 
stress during the transition from military to civilian life; and 

  
WHEREAS, active Military Service Members transitioning from military service are at a high risk 
for suicide during their first year after military service; and  
  
WHEREAS, Burke County appreciates the sacrifices of our United States Military Personnel and 
believes specific recognition should be granted. 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, with designation as a Green Light for Veterans County, Burke 
County hereby declares from November 6, 2025, through November 12, 2025, a time to salute 
and honor the service and sacrifice of our men and women in uniform transitioning from Active 
Service; and 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in observance of Operation Green Light, Burke County 
encourages its citizens in patriotic tradition to recognize the importance of honoring all those who 
made immeasurable sacrifices to preserve freedom by displaying a green light in a window of 
their place of business or residence. 
  
 Adopted this 20th day of October 2025. 
 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

  
Attest: 
/s:/ Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
CM - RESOLUTION APPROVING APPOINTMENT OF AGENT FOR CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT 
Brian Epley, County Manager, requested the adoption of a resolution that designates Burke 
County as the construction agent responsible for managing the financial portion of the Eastern 
Burke County Elementary School Project. Under this arrangement, Burke County Public Schools 
will submit authorized invoices to the County for processing and payment, ensuring proper 
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oversight of project funds while allowing the County to retain sales tax revenue. 
 
Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-31 as it relates to the appointment of an agent 
for a construction project. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES:            Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, Mike Stroud 

 
Resolution No. 2025-31 reads as follows: 
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING APPOINTMENT OF AGENT 
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROJECT 

  
WHEREAS, the Burke County Board of Education (the “Board”) has been awarded a state grant 
in the amount of $42,000,000 from Education Lottery proceeds to construct the Eastern Burke 
County Elementary School (the “Project”); 
  
WHEREAS, by resolution dated March 17, 2025, the Burke County Board of Commissioners (the 
“County”) duly adopted a resolution approving the purchase price offered by the Board to acquire 
certain property located in Hildebran, Burke County, NC (the “Property”) upon which to construct 
the Project, and the Board has now acquired the Property; 
  
WHEREAS, the estimated cost of the Project exceeds the state grant award, and the Board hereby 
requests the appropriation of $13,000,000 from the School Capital Fund Balance to provide both 
the required matching funds and the additional funds necessary to construct the Project; 
  
WHEREAS, the County adopted a project ordinance in the amount of $55 million for an elementary 
school construction project in June 2024; and 
  
WHEREAS, the County and the Board recognize their joint obligation to provide adequate 
educational facilities for residents of the County, and further particularly appreciate the 
importance of the Project in meeting the educational and facility needs of students and the 
community; and 
  
WHEREAS, the parties find it to be in the best interests of Burke County and the accomplishment 
of the Project to ensure the timely completion of the Project by empowering their respective 
officers, agents, and employees to act as necessary to advance the Project to construction; 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE COUNTY OF BURKE, ACTING BY AND THROUGH 
THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, AS FOLLOWS:   
  
Section 1. Appropriation. The County hereby authorizes the appropriation of $13,000,000 from 
the School Capital Fund Balance for the Eastern Burke County Elementary School Project, 
supplementing the $42,000,000 state grant award received by the Board. 
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Section 2. Lease of Property. The Board hereby leases the Property to the County solely for the 
purposes outlined in this Resolution. The lease shall begin on the date this Resolution has been 
adopted by both parties and continue through the completion of the Project. The lease shall 
terminate when the Project is completed, and all payments have been made to the contractor(s). 
The parties' mutual desire to seek reimbursement of sales tax shall serve as consideration for this 
lease. This lease shall provide the County with full access to the Property as may be necessary 
for the completion of all phases of the Project, subject only to any applicable written policies of 
the Board regarding access to and conduct on school properties. Except for this limited grant of 
access to the County, the Board shall retain, at all times throughout the term of the lease, full 
and exclusive rights to own, possess, use, and occupy the Property in any manner it deems 
advisable. In addition, the Board retains full discretion throughout the term of the lease to transfer 
any property interest(s) in the Property, including but not limited to any easements and rights of 
way, without providing prior notice to or seeking the approval of the County. The parties agree 
that this paragraph shall serve as the lease of Property by the County and that no other 
documentation of said lease shall be required, except that either party shall have the right to 
prepare and file a Memorandum of Lease with the Burke County Register of Deeds. 
  
Section 3. Appointment of Agent for Construction of Project. The County hereby appoints the 
Board and the Board hereby agrees to accept such appointment to be responsible for the selection 
of architects, engineers, and constructors of the Project in accordance with applicable law. The 
Board agrees to cause the Board and County to be named parties to contracts for the same. The 
Board agrees thereafter to be solely responsible for the management and construction of the 
Project. 
  
Section 4. Expenditures, Sales and Use Tax Refund Application Authorized. The County Finance 
Officer is hereby authorized to i) expend funds from the Education Lottery grant and the 
supplemental appropriation from the School Capital Fund Balance, such amounts as the Project 
architect shall certify as payable and the Board shall approve for payment; and ii) apply for 
refunds of expenditures eligible for refund pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 105-164.14(c) and 
expend such refunds for construction of the Project. 
  
Section 5. Statutory Authority. The terms listed herein are contractual pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. 
§§ 160A-247 (“Sale, lease, exchange and joint use of governmental property”), 160A-461 
(“Interlocal cooperation authorized”) and 160A-466 (“Revenue and expenditures for joint 
undertakings”). 
  
 Adopted this 20th day of October 2025. 
  

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners  

  
Attest: 
/s:/ Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
BOC - APPOINTMENT TO THE AMERICA 250 NC COMMITTEE 
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Chairman Brittain stated that due to scheduling conflicts with meetings of the America 250 NC 
Committee, Vice Chairman Smith requested that Commissioner Stroud replace him. Commissioner 
Stroud has agreed to serve on this committee.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he called for a 
motion.  
 
Motion: To appoint Commissioner Stroud to the America 250 NC Committee, Seat No. 
1, county commissioner, to replace Vice Chairman Smith. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
AYES:            Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, Mike Stroud 

 
REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 
PHM - PARTNERS HEALTH MANAGEMENT'S REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDING JUNE 
30, 2025 
Dr. Paul Holden, Partners Health Management, presented the financial report for the period 
ending June 30, 2025, as follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he called for a 
motion.  

Motion: To accept the report as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES:  Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, Mike Stroud 

PARKS & REC. - DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Treg McGee, Parks and Recreation Director, presented a departmental update as follows: 

This space is intentionally left blank. 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he called for a 
motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES:            Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, Mike Stroud 

 
BOC - REPORTS & COMMENTS  
Chairman Brittain shared information on upcoming meetings, county office closures, and 
community events. He invited youth groups to sign up to lead the Pledge of Allegiance at 
Commissioners' meetings and encouraged citizens to spay or neuter their pets. Further, he issued 
friendly reminders to not litter, to pick up trash, and to cover your loads when transporting trash 
to the landfill or a convenience site.  
 
RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 

 
CLERK - BOARDS & COMMITTEES VACANCY REPORT 
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, announced the following vacancies on county boards or 
committees as follows: 
  

• Adult Care & Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee 
• Burke County Public Health Advisory Board 
• Hickory Regional Planning Commission 
• Drexel Planning Board - ETJ Members & Alternate 
• Partners Health Management’s Human Rights Committee 
• Revaluation Task Force 

 
Chairman Brittain encouraged citizens to participate and get involved.  
 
RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 

 
BOC - CLOSED SESSION  
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RESULT: NOT NEEDED, NOT HELD. 

CLOSING REMARKS 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for reports and comments from Board members and 
professional staff. Commissioner Burns reminded attendees that October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. Vice Chairman Smith extended Halloween well wishes to children and parents 
and reminded everyone of the upcoming time change. Clerk Draughn thanked Treg McGee for 
bringing the Mountain View Elementary School Soccer Team to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADJOURN 
Motion: To adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES:  Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Approved this 20th day of January 2026. 
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