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MINUTES 
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on Monday, December 15, 
2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the Commissioners' Meeting Room, Burke County Services Building, 110 N. 
Green Street, Entrance E, in Morganton, North Carolina. The meeting was streamed live on the 
County’s YouTube channel, BurkeCountyNC, and it was broadcast on the local cable systems. 
The agenda, in its entirety, was posted to the County’s website, www.burkenc.org, several days 
prior to the meeting. Pursuant to Resolution No. 2024-17, adopted and effective on August 20, 
2024, the Burke County Board of Commissioners conferred upon itself all the power, duties, and 
responsibilities of the Board of Health and the Social Services Board. Those present were: 

COMMISSIONERS: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Phil Smith, Vice Chairman  
Brian Barrier 
Randy Burns 
Mike Stroud 

STAFF: Brian Epley, County Manager 
Margaret Pierce, Finance Director/Deputy County Manager 
Destin Hall, Wilson, Lackey, Rohr & Hall P.C. (Late - arrived 
at 6:01 p.m.) 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, Clerk to the Board 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Brittain called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION 
Pastor David Bridges, First Apostolic Church of Morganton, delivered the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Destin Hall, County Attorney, led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD 

BOC - ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2026 
Information from the agenda packet: Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 153A-39, it is 
the duty of the Board of Commissioners to elect a chairman for the ensuing year. In odd-
numbered years, this occurs during the regular meeting. 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for nominations. Commissioner Stroud nominated Jeff Brittain 
for the position of Chairman. There being no other nominations, Commissioner Burns MOVED to 
close the floor for nominations.  

Motion: To close the floor for nominations. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Motion: To elect Jeff Brittain as the Chairman of the Burke County Board of 
Commissioners for 2026.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Chairman Brittain briefly expressed his appreciation to the Board. 

BOC - ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN FOR 2026 
Information from the agenda packet: Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 153A-39, it is 
the duty of the Board of Commissioners to elect a Vice Chairman for the ensuing year. In odd-
numbered years, this occurs during the regular meeting. 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for nominations. Commissioner Stroud nominated Phil Smith 
for the position of Vice Chairman. There being no other nominations, Commissioner Burns 
MOVED to close the floor for nominations.  

Motion: To close the floor for nominations. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Motion: To elect Phil Smith as the Vice Chairman of the Burke County Board of 
Commissioners for 2026. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Vice Chairman Smith briefly expressed his appreciation to the Board and the citizens and shared 
his gratitude for the opportunity to serve. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AS AMENDED 
Motion: To approve the agenda as amended, with the addition of Appointments to the 
Dangerous Dog Appeal Board as Items for Decision No. 8.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion: To approve the minutes of the September 2, 2025, pre-agenda meeting as 
presented. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

PRESENTATIONS 

ROD - DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Stephanie Norman, Register of Deeds, recognized her staff that were in the audience and 
presented a departmental update as follows: 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Ms. Norman responded to a 
clarifying question from Commissioner Burns. Chairman Brittain expressed appreciation to Ms. 
Norman and the Register of Deeds Department for their work. There being no further discussion, 
Chairman Brittain called for a motion. 

Motion: To accept the report as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

CM - SINGLE SOURCE FOSTER CARE SUPPORT PRESENTATION 
Brian Epley, County Manager, explained that staff is evaluating the opportunity to solicit private 
proposals for organizations to enhance and support foster care licensing and support. Highlights 
of his presentation were as follows:  
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Commissioner Barrier expressed appreciation for staff’s willingness to explore new approaches to 
foster care, noting that the number of children experiencing foster care has consistently ranged 
between 170 and 200 in recent years. He acknowledged the trauma foster care can present for 
both children and parents and commended the County Manager, staff, and Social Services for 
thinking beyond traditional methods to better support families. Commissioner Stroud added that 
it is important for the community to understand the County’s strong commitment to foster children 
and emphasized the need for broader community involvement, particularly from local churches. 
He encouraged collective action, noting that while not everyone can serve as a foster parent, 
individuals and churches can provide meaningful support in various ways. There being no further 
discussion, Chairman Brittain called for a motion.  

Motion: To accept the report and authorize the County Manager to move forward with 
the RFQ process. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 

INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for informal public comments. 
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John Hoyle, 5050 Albert William Road, Connely Springs, addressed the Board regarding concerns 
about operations and logistics at the Icard convenience site. He described an interaction with a 
site employee that he perceived as disrespectful and stated that he subsequently attempted to 
contact the County Manager and the Clerk to discuss the matter, but did not receive return calls. 
Mr. Hoyle emphasized that his comments were not intended as a personal attack but expressed 
concern about communication and responsiveness. He also raised safety and design concerns 
regarding the layout of the Icard convenience site, describing it as congested and inefficient, and 
noting that its configuration creates traffic flow challenges and potential conflicts among patrons. 
Mr. Hoyle concluded by reiterating his respect for the Board and expressing that the matter could 
have been resolved privately with improved communication. (Note: After an exhaustive internal 
search of telephone and voicemail records, no evidence of Mr. Hoyle’s alleged call to the Clerk’s 
office was found.) 

Doreen Erb, Morganton resident, addressed the Board to advocate for stronger animal welfare 
protection in Burke County. She shared concerns about ongoing issues such as animal 
abandonment, neglect, lack of identification, and unspayed or unneutered pets, citing recent local 
examples involving stray and pregnant dogs that required rescue assistance. Ms. Erb noted the 
financial and resource strain placed on shelters, rescues, and volunteers who provide care and 
medical treatment for abandoned animals. She encouraged the Board to consider stricter animal 
welfare laws with prompt enforcement and a zero-tolerance approach. Her recommendations 
included criminal penalties for abuse and neglect; requirements for adequate food, water, shelter, 
medical care, vaccinations, and identification tags; measures to prevent animals from roaming 
unsupervised; penalties for abandonment; mandatory spay/neuter requirements; and providing 
adopters with clear information about applicable animal regulations. 

There being no one else present to address the Board, Chairman Brittain closed this portion of 
the meeting.  

CONSENT AGENDA 
Upon request of Chairman Brittain, County Manager Epley reviewed the following 10 items on the 
consent agenda, which were approved by a single motion.  

BOC - CONSIDERATION OF THE 2026 RULES OF PROCEDURE 
It is the Board’s practice to review, amend as needed, and adopt its Rules of Procedures (ROP) 
on an annual basis. The DRAFT 2026 ROP is largely based on the 4th Edition, 2017, Suggested 
Rules of Procedure for the Board of County Commissioners, which was published by the SOG 
(School of Government) and authored by Trey Allen. The 2026 Rules of Procedure are hereby 
incorporated into the meeting minutes by reference.  

Motion: To adopt the 2026 Rules of Procedure for the Burke Co. Board of 
Commissioners as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

BOC - ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE 2026 MEETING SCHEDULE 
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In accordance with N.C.G.S. § 153A-40, the following resolution sets the Board’s meeting 
schedule for 2026.   

Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-34 as presented. 
RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Resolution No. 2025-34 reads as follows: 

BURKE COUNTY  
NORTH CAROLINA 

RESOLUTION 
ESTABLISHING THE REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE 

BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2026 

WHEREAS, the Burke County Board of Commissioners’ pre-agenda meetings are held on the 
first (1st) Monday of each month at 3:00 p.m. in the County Board Room (Commissioners’ 
Meeting Room), Burke County Services Building in Morganton, N.C., except in the months of 
July and August; and 

WHEREAS, to allow the county’s professional staff and elected officials to take family vacations 
and / or attend continuing education classes, pre-agenda meetings are not held in the months of 
July and August; and   

WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 153A-39 requires that the Board hold an 
organizational meeting on the first (1st) Monday in December for each even-numbered year .  
As  such,  an organizational meeting will be held on Monday, December 7, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. in 
the County Board Room (Commissioners’ Meeting Room); and 

WHEREAS, a reception for newly elected officials will be held on Monday, December 7, 2026, at 
2:30 p.m. in the County Board Room (Commissioners’ Meeting Room) and the December pre-
agenda meeting will be held at 3:00 p.m. or immediately following the conclusion of the reception; 
and  

WHEREAS, the regular meetings of the Board of Commissioners are held on the third (3rd) 
Monday of each month, excluding federal holidays, at 6:00 p.m. in the County Board Room 
(Commissioners’ Meeting Room), Burke County Services Building; and 

WHEREAS, a budget / planning retreat will be held at 9:00 a.m. on March 5 and 6, 2026, at 
Western Piedmont Community College, Helmick Conference Room, 1001 Burkemont Avenue in 
Morganton; and 

WHEREAS, the Board may attend the following conferences / gatherings and desires to give 
the public ample notice: 

• NCACC Annual Conference in Durham County at the Durham Convention Center, August
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19-22, 2026.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Burke County Board of Commissioners, pursuant to 
North Carolina General Statute 153A-40(a), does hereby: 

(1) Establish the Board's regular pre-agenda meetings at 3:00 p.m. in the County Board
Room (Commissioners’ Meeting Room) on the following dates:

January 5, 2026 July - N.A. 
February 2, 2026 August - N.A. 
March 2, 2026 September 8, 2026* 
April 6, 2026 October 5, 2026 
May 4, 2026 November 2, 2026 
June 1, 2026 December 7, 2026 

*Tuesday

(2) Establish the Board's regular meetings at 6:00 p.m. in the County Board Room
(Commissioners’ Meeting Room) on the following dates:

January 20, 2026* July 20, 2026 
February 16, 2026 August 17, 2026 
March 16, 2026 September 21, 2026 
April 20, 2026 October 19, 2026 
May 18, 2026 November 16, 2026 
June 15, 2026 December 21, 2026 

*Tuesday

(3) Establishes the following workshop meetings:

March 5, 2026 9:00 a.m. WPCC, 1001 Burkemont Ave., Morganton 
March 6 2026 9:00 a.m. WPCC, 1001 Burkemont Ave., Morganton 

(4) Establishes an organizational meeting on Monday, December 7, 2026, at 2:00 p.m., in the
County Board Room (Commissioners’ Meeting Room), Burke Services Building, 110 N.
Green Street, Morganton; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any recessed, special or emergency meeting will be held as 
needed with proper notice as required by North Carolina General Statute 153A- 40. 

Adopted this 15th day of December 2025. 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
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Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 

BOC - ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE BOH 2026 MEETING 
SCHEDULE 
The following resolution establishes the 2026 meeting schedule for the Board of Commissioners 
acting as the Board of Health. 

Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-38. 
RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Resolution No. 2025-38 reads as follows: 

BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

ESTABLISHING THE 2026 MEETING SCHEDULE FOR THE 
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ACTING AS THE BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

WHEREAS, under N.C. General Statute 153A-77(a), the Board of Commissioners may assume and 
exercise the powers and duties of the local Board of Health; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 2024-17, adopted and effective on August 20, 2024, the 
Burke County Board of Commissioners conferred upon itself all the powers, duties, and 
responsibilities of the Board of Health and the Social Services Board; and 

WHEREAS, under N.C. General Statute 130A-35, a local Board of Health is required to meet at 
least quarterly to carry out statutory responsibilities relating to public health policy-making, rule-
making, and oversight of local public health operations; and 

WHEREAS, the Burke County Board of Commissioners fulfills this quarterly meeting requirement—
when acting as the Board of Health—through the receipt and review of quarterly reports from the 
Burke County Health Director, presented during duly noticed meetings of the Board of 
Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, acting as the Board of Health, desires to establish its 
annual meeting schedule for Calendar Year 2026 in order to maintain transparency, accuracy in 
public notice, and compliance with North Carolina law; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burke County Board of Commissioners, acting in 
its capacity as the Burke County Board of Health, does hereby establish the following meeting 
schedule for Calendar Year 2026: 

Monday, July 27, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. 
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County Board Room (Commissioners’ Meeting Room) 
110 N. Green Street, Morganton, North Carolina. 

At this meeting, the Board shall receive a comprehensive annual report from the Health Director 
and conduct public-health business authorized under Chapter 130A of the North Carolina General 
Statutes; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any additional meetings of the Board of Commissioners acting 
as the Board of Health, including special, recessed, or emergency meetings, shall be scheduled 
and noticed as required under N.C. General Statutes 130A-35 and 143-318.12. 

Adopted this 15th day of December 2025. 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 

BOC - 2026 COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 
There are numerous boards or committees that Commission members are appointed to serve 
on.  Consideration of work schedules and prior commitments should be taken into consideration 
when making the appointments. 

Authority, Board or Commission 2025 Appointee 2026 Appointee 
America 250 NC Committee Stroud Stroud 
Burke Development Inc. 
 Burke Co. BOC Chairman* (Designee) Brittain 
 Burke Co. Manager* Epley Epley 

Burke County Cooperative Water Board Burns Burns 
Child Protection Child Fatality Prevention Team Barrier Barrier 
EMS Peer Review Committee Burns Burns 
Foothills Regional Airport Authority Burns Burns 
Juvenile Crime Prevention Council Smith Smith 
JCPC Oversight “Governance” Committee Smith Smith 
Library Board of Trustees Barrier Stroud 
Local Emergency Planning Committee Stroud Stroud 
Opioid Advisory Committee Brittain Brittain 
Partners Health Management Brittain Brittain 
Public Health Advisory Board Smith Smith 
Recreation Commission Stroud Stroud 
Smart Start (Burke Partnership for Children) Barrier Barrier 
Social Services Advisory Board Barrier Barrier 
Tourism Development Authority Smith Smith 
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Transportation Advisory Committee Stroud Stroud 
Transportation Coordinating Committee Planning Dir. Glines 
VEDIC* Term – Until Further Notice Stroud Barrier 
VEDIC* Term – Until Further Notice Burns Burns 
WPCOG - Policy Board:     Alternate Brittain Brittain 
WPCOG - Policy Board:     Delegate Burns Burns 

*Based on BDI bylaws.

Motion: To approve the slate of Commission appointments for 2026 as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

CLERK - APPOINTMENTS OR REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY 
The terms of appointment for the following members of the Tourism Development Authority 
ended on December 31st: 

• Debra Perry (Collector of Occupancy Tax)
• Rob Winkler (City of Morganton)
• Morrissa Angi (Town of Valdese)
• Dana Whisnant (Travel / Tourism at-large)
• Mike Watts (Travel / Tourism at-large)

The terms are for two (2) years, ending December 31, 2027. 

Reappointment of all the existing members was requested except for Rob Winkler. Makenzie 
McGinnis is Morganton's recommended appointee. 

Motion: To remove Rob Winkler's name from the official roster and thank him for his 
service to the community. To reappoint Debra Perry to Seat No. 1 (Collector of 
Occupancy Tax), Morrissa Angi to Seat No. 3 (Town of Valdese), Dana Whisnant to 
Seat No. 4 (Travel / Tourism at-large), and Mike Watts to Seat No. 7 (Travel / Tourism 
at-large) on the Tourism Development Authority for 2-year terms ending December 
31, 2027. To appoint Makenzie McGinnis to Seat No. 2 (City of Morganton) on the TDA 
for a 2-year term ending December 31, 2027. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

CLERK - RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT DONATION OF DESK CUBICLES FROM WPCOG 
The Western Piedmont Council of Governments (WPCOG) has surplused 10 sets of desk cubicles, 
each measuring approximately 74 inches in height by 48 inches in width. These cubicles were 
originally purchased by the Western Piedmont Workforce Development Board using Workforce 
Investment Act funds. The items have been properly removed from WPCOG’s asset inventory in 
accordance with its disposition policy and the surplus action has been approved by Executive 
Director Anthony Starr. 
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The adoption of a resolution was requested to formally accept the donation of the cubicles 
pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 160A-274, which authorizes counties to acquire personal property by gift 
and requires such actions to be exercised by resolution of the Board of Commissioners. Once 
accepted, the cubicles will be utilized by various departments as needed. 

Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-36. 
RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Resolution No. 2025-36 reads as follows: 

BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

RESOLUTION APPROVING CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY TO 
ANOTHER UNIT OF GOVERNMENT IN NORTH CAROLINA  

PURSUANT TO N.C.G.S. § 160A-274 

WHEREAS, the Western Piedmont Council of Governments (WPCOG) has offered to convey 10 
sets of desk cubicles to Burke County; and 

WHEREAS, the cubicles are in sections, each measuring approximately 74 inches in height by 48 
inches in width, and were originally purchased by the Western Piedmont Workforce Development 
Board with Workforce Investment Act (WIA) funds; and 

WHEREAS, the Western Piedmont Workforce Development Board surplused these cubicles from 
its asset inventory list in accordance with WPCOG’s disposition policy, with approval by Executive 
Director Anthony Starr, making them eligible for conveyance to another governmental unit; and 

WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute § 160A-274 authorizes a governmental unit in this 
state to exchange with, lease to, lease from, sell to, or purchase from any other governmental 
unit any interest in real or personal property upon such terms and conditions as the governmental 
unit deems wise, with or without consideration; and 

WHEREAS, the Burke County Board of Commissioners finds that acceptance of this conveyance 
serves a valid public purpose, provides useful furnishings for County operations, and is in the best 
interest of Burke County. 

THEREFORE, THE BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RESOLVES THAT: 

1. ACCEPTANCE OF CONVEYANCE - The County of Burke hereby accepts the conveyance of
10 sets of desk cubicles, each approximately 74 inches high by 48 inches wide, from
the Western Piedmont Council of Governments for no consideration and for public use.

2. ASSIGNMENT OF PROPERTY -Upon receipt, the cubicles shall be assigned for use by Burke
County departments, with initial placement designated for the Tax and Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) offices or other departments as operational needs require.
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3. AUTHORIZATION TO ACT -The Chairman of the Burke County Board of Commissioners
and the County Manager are authorized to execute all documents and take any actions
necessary to carry out the intent of this Resolution.
 

4. EFFECTIVE DATE - The acceptance and conveyance authorized herein shall occur upon
adoption of this Resolution.

Adopted this 15th day of December 2025. 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 

CM - BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 6 - $136,000 
Budget Amendment No. 6 recognizes $116,000 in adoption promotion funding from the NC 
Department of Health and Human Services and a $20,000 grant from the NC Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs. The DHHS adoption funds will support advertising and printing 
needs, storage for the NACAC Adoption Conference, TPR work for a contract attorney, supplies, 
and MAPP classes. The DMVA grant will support Veterans Services through wellness activities, 
community outreach, and educational opportunities. 

Motion: To adopt Budget Amendment No. 6 for $136,000 as presented. 
RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Budget Amendment No. 6 reads as follows: 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 6 
FY 25-26 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 6 
REVENUES AND EXPENSES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
REVENUES 

100-52000-01-434615- SPECIAL ADOPTION FUNDS $116,000 
100-54000-01-433000 NC DMVA GRANT $20,000 

EXPENSES 
100-52060-20-561500- SPECIAL ADOPTION FUNDS $116,000 
100-54000-20-586001- GRANT EXPENDITURES $20,000 
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Purpose: To appropriate DHHS funding received to support adoption-related expenses, including 
advertising and printing, storage NACAC adoption conference, TPR work for contract attorney, 
supplies, and MAPP classes. Further, to allocate grant funding received, which will facilitate the 
expansion of veterans’ wellness, community outreach, and educational initiatives. 

A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 

Adopted this 15th day of December 2025. 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 

CM - BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 7 - $205,400 
This is a request for the approval of Budget Amendment No. 7, recognizing funds transferred 
from capital reserve to cover the replacement of a fire marshal vehicle due to engine failure, 
animal services vehicle funds to cover the replacement due to a vehicle accident, and additional 
funds for unanticipated capital repairs for EMS.  This amendment will also correct clerical errors 
in the approved Schedule of Fees for the Residential Dwelling Fee ($92 to $94) and the Municipal 
per-gallon rate ($5.00 to $5.50). 

Motion: To adopt Budget Amendment No. 7 as presented. 
RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Budget Amendment No. 7 reads as follows: 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 7 
FY 25-26 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 7 
REVENUES AND EXPENSES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
REVENUES 

100-00000-11-439410- TRANSFER FROM FUND 410 $168,000 
100-00000-00-438000- MISC REVENUE-INSURANCE $37,400 

EXPENSES 
100-46501-10-574005- VEHICLES $80,000 
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100-46503-10-574005- VEHICLES $70,000 
100-46200-10-574005- VEHICLES $55,400 
410-00000-55-595100- TRANSFER TO GENERAL FUND $168,000 
410-00000-05-599999- BUDGET SET ASIDE $168,000 

Purpose: To recognize transfers from capital reserve to replace a fire marshal vehicle with engine 
failure, an animal services vehicle damaged in an accident, and to fund unexpected EMS capital 
repairs. Further, to correct clerical errors in the Schedule of Fees by adjusting the Residential 
Dwelling Fee and the municipal per-gallon rate. 

A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 

Adopted this 15th day of December 2025. 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 

CM - AUTHORIZATION TO SELL SURPLUS PROPERTY ON GOVDEALS 
County staff have identified certain real property as surplus and no longer needed for county 
operations. Under North Carolina law, counties may dispose of surplus property through public 
auction, including electronic auctions, pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 160A-270. GovDeals is an online 
marketplace specifically for government agencies, educational institutions, and related public-
sector entities to sell surplus assets “as is, where is” using a competitive and transparent auction 
format and has been successfully used by the County for prior surplus sales. Staff respectfully 
requested that the Board of Commissioners authorize the County Manager to sell designated 
surplus real property through the GovDeals online auction platform. 

Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-33 as presented. 
RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Resolution No. 2025-33 reads as follows: 

BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SALE OF REAL PROPERTY 
BY ELECTRONIC PUBLIC AUCTION 
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WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute § 153A-176 permits a County to dispose of any real or 
personal property belonging to it according to the procedures prescribed in Chapter 160A, Article 
12; and 

WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute § 160A-270 authorizes a County to sell real 
property at public auction, including electronic public auction, upon adoption of an 
authorizing resolution; and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Burke County Board of Commissioners to utilize the services of 
GovDeals to perform an electronic public auction for the sale of certain surplus real property. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Burke County Board of Commissioners as follows: 

1. Burke County no longer has need for the following parcels of real property and declares
the same to be surplus;

2. The Burke County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes the sale of the above-
described real property by public electronic auction services at www.govdeals.com;

3. The Burke County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes, pursuant to North Carolina
General Statute § 160A-270(c), the Notice of Auction of the above-described real property
solely by electronic means;

4. The above-described real property shall be listed on www.govdeals.com for a period of
not less than thirty (30) days during the electronic public auction, as required for the sale
of real property.

5. Following the completion of the thirty (30)-day electronic auction period, the record of
bids, if above the minimum bid, shall be reported to the Burke County Board of
Commissioners for consideration at a duly scheduled meeting.

6. The Board of Commissioners will decide to accept or reject the highest responsible bid
for each property within 30 days after bids are reported at the above-prescribed
meeting;

7. Burke County reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to withdraw any listed
parcel from the auction at any time before the auction begins;

REID# Address Desc. of Property 
23217 9737 Lakeview Drive, Hickory, NC 0.38 acres 
16893 1716 Laurel Drive, Morganton, NC 0.20 acres 
37261 West View Trail, Hickory, NC 0.45 acres 
38040 Kirksey Drive, Morganton, NC 1.01 acres 
38041 Kirksey Drive, Morganton, NC 1.47 acres 
20313 2668 Pine Mountain Drive, Connelly Springs, NC 0.06 acres 
9797 2664 Pine Mountain Drive, Connelly Springs, NC 0.06 acres 
12638 Rockyford Street, Morganton, NC 0.92 acres 
29737 Old NC 18, Connelly Springs, NC 1.32 acres 
32899 3095 Music Mountain Road, Morganton, NC 0.63 acres 
34337 Mallard Road, Connelly Springs, NC 0.57 acres 
44993 37TH Street SW, Hickory, NC 0.14 acres 
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8. To be responsible, a bid deposit of 5% of the amount of the bid must be paid within five
(5) business days after the close of the auction. The deposit of the bidder to whom the
award is made will be held until the sale of the property is closed; if that bidder refuses
at any time to close the sale, the deposit will be forfeited to the County. Final payment
and close of sale must be accomplished within 30 days after the board accepts a bid.
Bidder is responsible for a 7.5% sales commission payable to Burke County and all
property surveys, deed preparation, and attorney and recording costs associated with the
deed transfer.

9. This Resolution is adopted pursuant to the provisions of North Carolina General Statutes
§ 153A-176, 160A-266, and 160A-270.

Adopted this 15th day of December 2025. 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 

OAC / CM - AUTHORIZATION TO USE OPIOID LITIGATION SETTLEMENT FUNDS TO 
EXPAND PORT TEAM - $8,125 
This is a request to approve the use of $8,125 in opioid settlement funds to support the addition 
of an Assistant Medical Director for the Post-Overdose Response Team (PORT). 

The OAC (Opioid Advisory Committee) heard this request at their Nov. 18th meeting. Although 
the OAC was supportive of the initiative, a vote was not taken due to the lack of a quorum. 

Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-37. Further, to authorize the County Manager 
to execute the contract between Burke County and High Country Community Health, 
subject to review and/or revision by the County Attorney. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Resolution No. 2025-37 reads as follows: 

BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

A RESOLUTION BY THE COUNTY OF BURKE 
TO DIRECT THE EXPENDITURE OF OPIOID SETTLEMENT FUNDS 

WHEREAS, Burke County has joined national settlement agreements with companies 
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engaged in the manufacturing, distribution, and dispensing of opioids, including settlements with 
drug distributors Cardinal, McKesson, and AmerisourceBergen, and the drug maker Johnson & 
Johnson and its subsidiary Janssen Pharmaceuticals; 

WHEREAS, the allocation, use, and reporting of funds stemming from these national 
settlement agreements and certain bankruptcy resolutions (“Opioid Settlement Funds”) are 
governed by the Memorandum of Agreement Between the State of North Carolina and Local 
Governments on Proceeds Relating to the Settlement of Opioid Litigation (“MOA”); 

WHEREAS, Burke County has received Opioid Settlement Funds pursuant to these national 
settlement agreements and deposited the Opioid Settlement Funds in a separate special revenue 
fund as required by Section D of the MOA; 

WHEREAS, section E.6 of the MOA states: 

E.6. Process for drawing from special revenue funds.

a. Budget item or resolution required. Opioid Settlement Funds can be used for a purpose
when the Governing Body includes in its budget or passes a separate budget resolution
authorizing the expenditure of a stated amount of Opioid Settlement Funds for that
purpose or those purposes during a specified period of time.

b. Budget item or resolution details. The budget or resolution should (i) indicate that it is an
authorization for expenditure of Opioid Settlement Funds; (ii) state the specific strategy
or strategies the county or municipality intends to fund pursuant to Option A or Option B,
using the item letter and/or number in Exhibit A or Exhibit B to identify each funded
strategy, and (iii) state the amount dedicated to each strategy for a stated period of time.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in alignment with the NC MOA, Burke County authorizes 
the expenditure of opioid settlement funds as follows: 

1. Strategy authorized
a. Name of strategy: Post-Overdose Response Team (PORT)
b. Strategy is included in Exhibit A
c. Item letter and/or number in Exhibit A to the MOA: 8
d. Amount authorized for this strategy: $8,125
e. Period of time during which expenditure may take place:

Start date of December 15, 2025, through End date June 30, 2026 
f. Description of the program, project, or activity: Fund an Assistant Medical Director

dedicated to providing medical oversight, protocol review, quality assurance, and
clinical consultation for the PORT Team. Funding will support a prorated
professional services agreement for the initial term.

g. Provider: High Country Community Health

The total dollar amount of Opioid Settlement Funds appropriated across the above-named and 
authorized strategy is $8,125. 

Adopted this 15th day of December 2025. 
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/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 

ITEMS FOR DECISION 

AM250 - RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR AMERICA'S 250TH BIRTHDAY 
Ed Phillips, Chairman, America 250 NC Committee, requested that the Board adopt a resolution 
supporting America’s 250th birthday, then read directly from the resolution. 

Additional information from the agenda packet: 
The year 2026 marks America’s 250th anniversary. Burke County has played a 
notable role in North Carolina and U.S. history, including its ties to the 
Overmountain Men and nearby Revolutionary War battles, as well as the 
preservation of significant historic sites such as the Historic Burke County 
Courthouse and the Charles McDowell House. The Burke County America 250 
Committee was formed to promote and coordinate local commemorative 
activities through education, events, and public engagement. Ed Phillips, 
Chairman, America 250 NC Committee, requests the adoption of the following 
resolution, which recognizes this historical event and the role Burke County 
has played in founding and shaping this great nation. A report will also be 
presented on planned activities to commemorate our nation's 
250th anniversary. 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he called for a 
motion.  

Depicted from left to right: Bryant Lindsey (Overmountain Victory State Trail), David Dowdy (SAR), Dr. Joel Welch 
(WPCC), Commissioner Burns, Commissioner Stroud, Chairman Brittain, Commissioner Barrier, Rebecca Heacock 

(DAR), Ed Phillips (Burke TDA), and Vice Chairman Smith. 

Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2025-35 and accept the report as presented. 
RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Resolution No. 2025-35 as follows: 

BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF BURKE COUNTY IN 
CELEBRATION OF AMERICA’S 250th ANNIVERSARY 
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WHEREAS, the year 2026 marks the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence and the founding of the United States of America; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Semi-quincentennial presents a once-in-a-generation opportunity to 
reflect on our nation's founding principles and to celebrate the people, places, and events that 
have shaped our shared American story; and 

WHEREAS, Burke County holds a prominent place in North Carolina and American history, with 
deep ties to the Revolutionary War, including the Overmountain Men who mustered in this region 
before the pivotal Battle of Kings Mountain on October 7, 1780, the Battle of Cowpens on January 
17, 1781; and 

WHEREAS, Burke County is home to significant historical landmarks, such as the Historic Burke 
County Courthouse (1837), the Charles McDowell House (1812), and numerous early settlements 
and structures that tell the story of our community’s development; and 

WHEREAS, the Burke County America 250 Committee was formed to recognize, promote, and 
coordinate local activities that honor the County’s historic contributions and engage the public in 
meaningful commemoration; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee aims to highlight and preserve local history through educational 
programs, commemorative events, community storytelling, heritage tours, and public 
engagement initiatives; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burke County Board of Commissioners proudly 
recognizes the historical significance of Burke County in the founding and shaping of the United 
States and supports the ongoing efforts of the Burke County America 250 Committee; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board encourages all residents, municipalities, schools, 
businesses, civic organizations, and historical institutions to participate in and contribute to 
America 250 observances that showcase Burke County’s unique role in the American story; 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that Burke County shall honor this milestone with dignity, pride, and 
public engagement to ensure that its historical legacy is preserved and celebrated for future 
generations. 

Adopted this 15th day of December 2025. 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 

Attest: 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
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CM - ORD. AMENDING CHAPTER 6, ANIMALS, BURKE COUNTY CODE – SECOND 
READING 
Brian Epley, County Manager, presented an overview of the changes to the Burke County Animal 
Ordinance as follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he called for a 
motion.  

Motion: To adopt Ordinance No. 2025-13, amending Chapter 6, Animals, of the Burke 
Co. Code of Ordinances as presented. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Ord. No. 2025-13 reads as follows: 

This space is intentionally left blank. 
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CLERK - APPOINTMENT TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, announced that Mr. Ray Johnson, who occupies Seat No. 3, 
west - voting member, on the Board of Adjustment, has resigned due to an out-of-state 
relocation. His term ends September 30, 2026. Applications were solicited, and there are several 
applications on file for this vacancy.  

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for nominations. 

Motion: To remove Ray Johnson’s name from the official roster of the Board of 
Adjustment and thank him for his service to the community. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Commissioner Burnes nominated James Wakeford. There being no further nominations, Chairman 
Brittain closed the floor for nominations and then called for a motion.   

Motion: To appoint James Wakeford to Board of Adjustment Seat No. 3 (West - voting 
member) to complete the remainder of an unexpired term ending September 30, 
2026. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

CLERK - APPOINTMENT OR REAPPOINTMENT TO THE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION & 
REVIEW 
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, stated that Betty Greer occupies Seat No. 1 on the Board of 
Equalization and Review, and her term ends on December 31st.  She has served on this board 
since 2015. There are three (3) additional applications on file for this seat, which has a 3-year 
term.   

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for nominations. Vice Chairman Smith MOVED to reappoint 
Betty Greer.  

Motion: To reappoint Betty Greer to the Board of Equalization & Review for a 3-year 
term ending December 31, 2028. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

CLERK - APPOINTMENTS OR REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY 
BOARD 
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, reported that the terms of appointment for the following 
members of the Public Health Advisory Board end December 31st:   

• Seat No. 4      Dr. Anthony Frank, Physician
• Seat No. 8      Dr. Joel Welch, Engineer
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• Seat No. 11    Gwen Stephens, At-large

Note: Ms. Stephens also represents the PHAB on the Animal Advisory Board. 

All three (3) members desire reappointment, and there is an additional application on file for the 
at-large seat. 

Motion: To reappoint Dr. Anthony Frank (Seat 4) and Dr. Joel Welch (Seat 8) on the 
Public Health Advisory Board for 3-year terms ending December 31, 2028. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for nomination to Seat No. 11, at-large. Commissioner Barrier 
MOVED to appoint Gwen Stephens.  

Motion: To reappoint Gwen Stephens to Seat No. 11, at-large, on the Public Health 
Advisory Board for a 3-year term ending December 31, 2028. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

TAX - TAX COLLECTION REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING NOVEMBER 30, 2025 
John Bridgers, Tax Administrator, presented the Tax Collection Report for November 2025 as 
follows: 

2025-2026 Year-to-Date Levy 
Current Year 

Amended Levy 
Current Year 

Collected % Collected $ Remaining 

Property Tax  $55,646,480 $39,201,582 70% $16,444,898 
Motor Vehicles $5,456,857 $2,196,806 40%  $3,260,051 
Fire Tax $6,507,480 $4,519,090 69%  $1,988,390 

Year-to-Date Revenue Collections 

Budget Actuals To 
Date 

% 
Collected $ Remaining 

Current Year Taxes $60,495,871 $41,398,388 68% $19,097,483 
Discounts ($350,000) ($346,196) 
Delinquent Taxes $700,000 $438,026 63% $261,974 
Interest and Fees $329,000 $170,944 52% $158,056 

$61,174,871 $41,661,161 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he called for a 
motion.  
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Motion: To accept the Tax Collection Report as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

TAX - TAX RELEASE AND REFUND REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING NOVEMBER 30, 2025 
John Bridgers, Tax Administrator, presented the Tax Release and Refund Report as follows: 

Tax System Refunds and Releases 
Report 

 Amount 
Rebilled 
 Amount 

Net 
 Release 

Refund 
 Amount 

$22,246.04  $14,538.49 $7,707.45 $0.00 

VTS Refunds Over $100 
Refund Amount 

VTS Adjustments $2,285.04 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he called for a 
motion.  
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Motion: To accept the Tax Release and Refund Report as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

CM - APPOINTMENTS TO THE DANGEROUS DOG APPEAL BOARD 
Brian Epley, County Manager, noted that the Board of Commissioners needs to reappoint 
members to a board that has been inactive for several years due to expired terms and the passing 
of a member. He also explained that the ordinance and statute require one (1) member to be a 
veterinarian; however, a veterinarian has not yet applied. The remaining applicants have 
submitted applications and are willing to serve in the available seats with staggered terms to 
reestablish the board. If approved, the board will likely hold a hearing within the next 60 days.  

Seat 
 No. Criteria Applicant’s Name Proposed 

Term – 3-Year Staggard 
1 At-Large Gwen Stephens 12-15-2028
2 At-Large David Draughn 12-15-2027
3 At-Large Kenneth B. Steen 12-15-2026
4 At-Large John Wilson 12-15-2028
5 Veterinarian To Be Determined 12-15-2027

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Mr. Epley responded to a clarifying 
question from the Chairman. There being nothing further, Chairman Brittain called for a motion.  

Motion: To approve the membership and terms of the Dangerous Dog Appeals Board 
as presented. Further, express appreciation to the former members of the Dangerous 
Dog Appeal Board for their service to the community. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Note: The appellant subsequently withdrew the appeal; therefore, the hearing was not conducted. 

REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for reports and comments from Board members and 
professional staff. Professional staff and the entire Board each wished everyone a Merry 
Christmas. Commissioner Stroud also expressed enthusiasm about the direction of the Board, 
noting that the Commissioners are working together and are committed to improving customer 
service. Commissioner Burns reported that he attended the retirement recognition for Chief Robin 
Triplett, who was honored for 45 years of service, and stated he was honored to attend. He also 
announced that he was recently elected Chairman of the Policy Board for the Western Piedmont 
Council of Governments. 

Chairman Brittain issued several reminders for upcoming county office closures, BOC meetings, 
and invited youth groups interested in leading the Pledge of Allegiance at Board meetings to sign 
up on the county website. Further, he encouraged citizens to spay or neuter pets, adopt or foster 
from Burke County Animal Services, secure their loads when visiting convenience centers or the 
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landfill, avoid littering, and report littered areas through the Community Beautification tab on the 
county’s website. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CLERK - BOARDS & COMMITTEES VACANCY REPORT 
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, announced the following service opportunities: 

• Adult Care & Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee
• Burke County Public Health Advisory Board
• Hickory Regional Planning Commission
• Drexel Planning Board - ETJ Members & Alternate
• Partners Health Management’s Human Rights Committee

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments and then encouraged citizens to 
participate and get involved. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 

CLOSED SESSION – NOT NEEDED, NOT HELD 

ADJOURN 
Motion: To adjourn the meeting at 4:40 p.m. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeff Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Approved this 16th day of March 2026. 
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