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MINUTES 
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a meeting on Monday, February 16, 2026, at 
6:00 p.m. in the Commissioners' Meeting Room, Burke County Services Building, 110 N. Green 
Street, Entrance E, in Morganton, North Carolina. The meeting was streamed live on the County’s 
YouTube channel, BurkeCountyNC, and it was broadcast on the local cable systems. The agenda, 
in its entirety, was posted to the County’s website, www.burkenc.org, several days prior to the 
meeting. Pursuant to Resolution No. 2024-17, adopted and effective on August 20, 2024, the 
Burke County Board of Commissioners conferred upon itself all the power, duties, and 
responsibilities of the Board of Health and the Social Services Board. Those present were: 

COMMISSIONERS: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
Brian Barrier 
Randy Burns 
Mike Stroud  

STAFF: Brian Epley, County Manager 
Will Sparks, Wilson, Lackey, Rohr & Hall P.C. 
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board 

STAFF ABSENT: Margaret Pierce, Finance Director/Deputy County Manager 
(Attending a continuing education conference.) 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Brittain called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 

INVOCATION 
Dr. Luke Lane, Senior Pastor, Burkemont Baptist Church, delivered the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
East Burke Royals & Oak Hill Bulldogs, Boys 9-10 Basketball Teams & Coaches, led the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the American Flag. Afterwards, Wesley Hasson, Athletic Program Supervisor, 
recognized coaches, officials, and athletic foundations from East Burke and Oak Hill for an 
outstanding display of sportsmanship during a Burke County Recreation Department youth 
basketball game. Mr. Hasson explained that, after learning an Oak Hill player with autism had not 
yet scored, East Burke coaches worked with their team to create opportunities for him to take a 
shot. The child successfully made a basket, and the moment generated significant community 
support and widespread attention on social media. On behalf of the Recreation Department, 
certificates of recognition were presented to East Burke coaches Cody Brown and Devin Lingerfelt, 
Oak Hill coaches Natalie Beam and Kelvin Beam, and game officials Shatney Jones and Pam 
Phillips for their sportsmanship, leadership, and positive impact on youth athletics. Amber Long, 
President, Oak Hill Athletic Foundation, also addressed the Board, expressing appreciation to the 
coaches, officials, and players for creating a memorable experience for this child.  
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Chairman Brittain praised the exemplary sportsmanship displayed and acknowledged the 
attendance of Representative Hugh Blackwell.  

Depicted from left to right: Rick Barnes, Melissa Barnes, Shatney Jones, Devin Lingerfelt, Cody Brown, Pam Phillips, 
Natalie Beam, Kelvin Beam, and Amber Long. 

East Burke Royals & Oak Hill Bulldogs, boys 9-10 basketball teams and coaches, with the Board of Commissioners. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion: To approve the agenda as amended, including the addition of Items for 
Decision No. 6, RResolution Authorizing Private Sale to a Nonprofit, and moving the 
Recognition of the East Burke High School Cheer Team from  Presentation Item No. 2 
to Presentation Item No. 1. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion: To approve the minutes of the November 3, 2025 (pre-agenda), November 
17, 2025 (special / quasi-judicial), November 17, 2025 (regular), and December 1, 
2025 (pre-agenda) meetings as written. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

PRESENTATIONS 

BOC - RECOGNITION OF THE EAST BURKE HIGH SCHOOL CHEER TEAM  
Head Coach Sabrina Baker commended the East Burke High School cheerleading team for winning 
the NCHSAA State Championship. Coach Baker noted that the championship is the first state title 
in both the cheerleading program's history and East Burke High School's history. She expressed 
pride in the team's accomplishment of achieving this historic milestone.  

East Burke Cheer Team with Head Coach Sabrina Baker and the Burke County Board of Commissioners. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 

WPCOG - INTERBASIN TRANSFER UPDATE 
Anthony Starr, Executive Director of the Western Piedmont Council of Governments, presented 
an update on Charlotte's interbasin transfer request. The highlights of his presentation were as 
follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments.  
 
Commissioner Burns asked whether any existing interbasin transfers currently affect the Catawba 
River Chain. Mr. Starr stated he was not aware of any significant transfers currently impacting 
the basin. Commissioner Burns noted that some citizens have questioned the relevance of 
Charlotte’s proposed water withdrawals to Burke County because Lake Norman is downstream. 
He emphasized the importance of recognizing Lake James as Burke County’s primary reservoir 
and expressed concern that, during a future water shortage or emergency, decisions would likely 
prioritize larger population centers, potentially placing upstream communities at a disadvantage.  
 
Vice Chairman Smith asked about the status of Charlotte’s previously authorized request to 
transfer an additional 15 million gallons of water per day and whether the temporary legislative 
moratorium had affected the proposal. Mr. Starr explained that Charlotte has not increased 
withdrawals since the moratorium was enacted and has not advanced its request during that 
period. He stated that the Western Piedmont Council of Governments (WPCOG) is hopeful the 
recommendations being developed through the NC Collaboratory study will result in reasonable 
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safeguards to protect the water resources of the entire river basin. Mr. Starr noted that while the 
General Assembly has recently acknowledged the issue, concerns regarding water supply and 
interbasin transfers have been developing over many years and require proactive action to avoid 
future negative consequences. 
 
Commissioner Burns commented that the situation reflected a failure of long-term planning by 
the requesting communities and stated that such planning deficiencies should not create an 
emergency for Burke County and other upstream communities. 
 
Commissioner Stroud discussed the long-term implications of regional growth, economic 
development, recreation, and water demand throughout western North Carolina and the Charlotte 
metropolitan area. He expressed concern that increasing population growth and development 
would continue to place pressure on available water resources and asked how the issue could be 
managed cooperatively across the region. Mr. Starr responded that approval of the proposed 
interbasin transfer could result in extensive litigation, including the possibility of South Carolina 
challenging North Carolina’s actions, which could ultimately place the matter before the United 
States Supreme Court under its original jurisdiction. He noted that such litigation could consume 
significant public resources while delaying resolution of the underlying issue. 
 
Commissioner Stroud further questioned whether Charlotte’s continued population growth would 
eventually require a larger solution regardless of the current proposal. Mr. Starr acknowledged 
that growth pressures would continue but noted that alternatives exist that could meet Charlotte’s 
water needs without adversely affecting the Catawba River Basin. He explained that one option 
would be to withdraw water from the Yadkin River Basin, which has a larger overall supply, to 
serve portions of eastern Mecklenburg County. A second option would be to expand wastewater 
infrastructure to return treated water to the Catawba River Basin after use. Mr. Starr stated that 
either approach would substantially address the concerns being raised by Western North Carolina 
communities. 
 
Commissioner Barrier asked about the appointment process for members of the North Carolina 
Environmental Management Commission (EMC). Mr. Starr stated that appointments are made 
through a combination of appointments by the Governor and the leadership of the North Carolina 
General Assembly. Commissioner Barrier noted that local legislators could therefore play a role in 
influencing commission membership and suggested that commissioners and citizens may wish to 
communicate directly with EMC members regarding the importance of protecting the region’s 
water resources. 
 
Mr. Starr advised that western North Carolina recently gained representation on the EMC and 
indicated he would provide information regarding current commission membership. He further 
noted that the WPCOG has been reviewing representation on state boards and commissions 
generally and has identified that western North Carolina is often underrepresented compared to 
other regions of the state. He stated that efforts are underway to improve regional representation 
on state boards and commissions, including the EMC. 
 
There being no further discussion, Chairman Brittain called for a motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner  
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
VEDIC - VALDESE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTMENT CORP. ANNUAL UPDATE 
Kerri Poteat, Executive Director, VEDIC, and Telisha Goossens, Loan Officer, provided an update 
on VEDIC’s activities. Highlights of their presentation were as follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Commissioner Barrier shared a 
personal anecdote highlighting the positive impact the program has had on a small business 
owner in Spruce Pine and expressed appreciation for the organization's work. Commissioner 
Stroud added a lighthearted remark regarding his initial familiarity with the organization. 
 
There being no further discussion, Chairman Brittain called for a motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner  
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
CM - PRESENTATION ON THE SPRING 2026 CITIZENS ACADEMY 
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Brian Epley, County Manager, presented an overview of the inaugural 2025 Burke Citizens 
Academy and outlined updates planned for the 2026 Spring Citizens Academy based on feedback 
from participants and County staff. Highlights of the presentation included: 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he called for a 
motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented and open the application portal. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner  
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
BOC / CM - RECOGNITION OF ALAN GLINES ON HIS RETIREMENT 
The Board recognized Alan Glines, Planning Director / Deputy County Manager, who was retiring 
effective February 28, 2026. In appreciation of his years of service to Burke County, the Board 
presented Mr. Glines with a signed commemorative poster and a walking stick. 
 
Mr. Glines thanked the Board for their recognition and expressed his appreciation for the 
opportunity to serve Burke County. He commended County staff for their dedication and 
commitment to serving the citizens of Burke County and acknowledged both his colleagues and 
the Board for their support throughout his tenure. 
 
This space is intentionally left blank.  
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Depicted from left to right: Commissioner Barrier, Alan Glines, Commissioner Stroud, Commissioner Burns, Brian 

Epley, Chairman Brittain, and Vice Chairman Smith.  
 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN.  
 
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
COMM. DEV. - CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE (2026-01) AMENDING CHAPTER 
10, BUILDINGS & BUILDING REGULATIONS OF THE BURKE COUNTY CODE & PUBLIC 
HEARING AT 6:00 P.M.   
Kenneth “Kenny” Greene, Chief Building Inspector, presented the following ordinance amendment 
request: 
 
This space is intentionally left blank. 
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Additional information from the agenda packet:  
 

This text amendment to the Burke County Code of Ordinances is drafted to 
implement the process and protocol set up for the building inspections 
department, duties and qualifications of building inspectors, outline of the 
permitting process, processing complaints and deficiencies in the upkeep of 
structures, and minimum housing standards, and finally processes for 
interacting with owners and managing the process for dilapidated structures. 
The process closely tracks with General Statutes § 160-D Article 11 in process, 
order, and format.  
 
Staff have been following these process requirements for the condemnation 
process, but the ordinance changes would provide the changes to the code of 
ordinances by adoption. 
 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Mr. Greene responded to several 
clarifying questions from Commissioner Burns and Commissioner Stroud. There being no further 
discussion, Chairman Brittain opened the public hearing at 7:20 p.m. The Public Hearing Notice 
was published in the News Herald on February 5 and 12, 2026. Further, the notice was also 
posted on the County’s website (www.burkenc.org) on February 5, 2026. There being no one 
present to address the Board, the public hearing was closed at 7:20 p.m. He then called for a 
motion.  
 
Motion: To adopt Ordinance No. 2026-01, amending Chapter 10,  Buildings and 
Building Regulations, of the Burke County Code, as presented.  
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Ordinance No. 2026-01 reads as follows:  
 

AN ORDINANCE MAKING REVISIONS TO CHAPTER 10 OF THE BURKE COUNTY CODE OF 
ORDINANCES CONCERNING BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF BURKE IN REGULAR 
SESSION ASSEMBLED: 
 
The following changes are hereby made to Chapter 10 of the Burke County Code of Ordinances. 
These changes shall be considered effective on the  date that this ordinance is approved by the 
Burke County Board of Commissioners. Additions are indicated by underlined text, and deletions 
are indicated by struck through text. 
 

1 
ARTICLE I - BUILDING REGULATIONS IN GENERAL 
 
. . . 
 
ARTICLE II – HOUSING CODE 
 
DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY 
 
Section 10-26 - Findings; purpose.  
 
Pursuant to G.S.160D Article 11, Burke County shall maintain a building inspections department 
to administer a program for managing building permits and inspecting work on structures 
throughout the jurisdiction.  At times and with thorough review by appropriate persons following 
sufficient procedures  it should be found that some structures are unsafe for occupancy and / or 
unfit for human habitation due to dilapidation, defects increasing the hazards of fire, accidents 
and other calamities, lack of ventilation, light and sanitary facilities, and other conditions. These 
structures may be subject to an appropriate action from Burke County to secure, renovate, repair 
or demolish them in consideration of the safety, health and welfare of the residents of the county. 
 
(a) Pursuant to G.S. 160A-441, it is hereby found and declared that there exist in the county 

and towns which use the services of the county building inspection department, dwellings 
which are unfit for human habitation due to dilapidation, defects increasing the hazards of 
fire, accidents and other calamities, lack of ventilation, light and sanitary facilities, and other 
conditions rendering such dwellings unsafe or unsanitary, dangerous and detrimental to the 
health and otherwise inimical to the welfare of the residents of the county.  

(b) In order to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the county and towns 
as authorized by G.S. 160A-441 et seq., it is the purpose of this article to establish minimum 
standards of fitness for the initial and continued occupancy of all buildings used for human 
habitation, as expressly authorized by G.S. 160A-444.  
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(Code 1993, § 10-26; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 1) 
Sec. 10-27. Definitions. 
(a) The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, in addition to their ordinary meaning, except where the 
context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

. . . 
Building or buildings - Includes other structures; 
. . . 
Governing board or board of commissioners – Burke County Board of Commissioners; 
. . . 
Local government – The jurisdiction of Burke County; 
. . . 
Sec. 10-28. Violations; penalty. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dwelling or dwelling unit to fail, neglect or refuse 
to repair, alter or improve such dwelling or dwelling unit, or to vacate and close and remove 
or demolish such dwelling or dwelling unit, upon order of the building code administrator 
duly made and served as provided in this article, within the time specified in such order. 
Each day that any such failure, neglect or refusal to comply with such order continues shall 
constitute a separate and distinct offense.  

(b) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dwelling or dwelling unit, with respect to which an 
order has been issued pursuant to section 10-36(b), to occupy or permit the occupancy of 
the dwelling or dwelling unit after the time prescribed in such order for its repair, alteration 
or improvement or its vacation and closing. Each day that such occupancy continues after 
such prescribed time shall constitute a separate and distinct offense.  

(c) The violation of any provision of this article shall constitute a misdemeanor, as provided by 
G.S. 14-4.  

(d) In addition to the remedy specified in this and in other sections of this article, the provisions 
of this article may also be enforced by the county by injunction and order or abatement or 
by any other equitable remedy issuing from a court of competent jurisdiction, as specified in 
G.S. 153A-123(d) and (e).  

(Code 1993, § 10-28; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 22) 
Sec. 10-29. Alternative remedies. 

Neither this article nor any of its provisions shall be construed to impair or limit in any way 
the power of the county to define and declare nuisances and to cause their abatement by 
summary action or otherwise, or to enforce this article by criminal process as authorized by G.S. 
14-4 and section 10-30 of this section. The enforcement of any remedy provided in this section 
shall not prevent the enforcement of any other remedy provided in this article or in other 
ordinances or laws.  
(Code 1993, § 10-29; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 19) 
Sec. 10-30. Conflict with other provisions. 

If any provision, standard or requirement of this article is found to be in conflict with any 
provision of any other ordinance or code of the county, the provision which establishes the higher 
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standard or more stringent requirement for the promotion and protection of the health and safety 
of the residents of the county shall prevail.  
(Code 1993, § 10-30; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 21) 
Sec. 10-31. Housing appeals board. 

There is hereby created a housing appeals board to which appeals may be taken from 
decisions or orders of the building code administrator as provided by section 10-37. The board 
shall consist of five members to serve for three-year staggered terms. The board shall have the 
power to elect its own officers, to fix the times and places of its meetings, to adopt necessary 
rules of procedure and to adopt other rules and regulations for the proper discharge of its duties. 
The board shall perform the duties prescribed by section 10-37 and shall keep an accurate record 
of all its proceedings. Appointment of board members shall be made by the board of 
commissioners.  
(Code 1993, § 10-31; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 20) 
Sec. 10-32. Responsibilities of owners and occupants. 

(a) Public areas. Every owner of a dwelling containing two or more dwelling units shall be 
responsible for maintaining in a clean and sanitary condition the shared or public areas of 
the dwelling and premises thereof.  

(b) Cleanliness. Every occupant of a dwelling or dwelling unit shall keep in a clean and sanitary 
condition that part of the dwelling, dwelling unit and premises thereof which he occupies 
and controls.  

(c) Rubbish and garbage. Every occupant of a dwelling or dwelling unit shall dispose of all his 
rubbish and garbage in a clean and sanitary manner by placing it in the supplied storage 
facilities. In all cases, the owner shall be responsible for the availability of rubbish and 
garbage storage facilities.  

(d) Supplied plumbing fixtures. Every occupant of a dwelling unit shall keep all supplied plumbing 
fixtures therein in a clean and sanitary condition and shall be responsible for the exercise of 
reasonable care in the proper use and operation of the plumbing fixtures.  

(e) Care of facilities, equipment and structure. No occupant shall willfully destroy, deface or 
impair any of the facilities or equipment, or any part of the structure of a dwelling or dwelling 
unit.  

(Code 1993, § 10-32; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 11) 
Sec. 10-33. Duties of building code administrator. 

The building code administrator of the county building inspection department is hereby 
designated as the officer to enforce the provisions of this article and to exercise the duties and 
powers prescribed in this article. It shall be the duty of this officer or his agents to:  

(1) Investigate the dwelling conditions and to inspect dwellings and dwelling units located 
in the county in order to determine which dwellings and dwelling units are unfit for 
human habitation, and for the purpose of carrying out the objectives of this article with 
respect to such dwellings or dwelling units.  
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(2) Take such action, together with other appropriate departments and agencies, public 
and private, as may be necessary to effect rehabilitation of housing which is 
deteriorated.  

(3) Keep a record of the results of inspections made under this article and an inventory of 
those dwellings that do not meet the minimum standards of fitness herein prescribed.  

(4) Perform such other duties as may be prescribed in this article.  
(Code 1993, § 10-33; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 12) 
Sec. 10-34. Powers of building code administrator. 

The building code administrator is authorized to exercise such powers as may be necessary 
or convenient to carry out and effectuate the purpose and provisions of this article, including the 
following powers in addition to others granted in this article:  

(1) Investigate, according to section 10-36, the dwelling conditions in the county in order 
to determine which dwellings therein are unfit for human habitation.  

(2) Administer oaths and affirmations, examine witnesses and receive evidence.  
(3) Enter upon premises for the purpose of making examinations and inspections, provided 

such entries shall be made in accordance with law and in such manner as to cause the 
least possible inconvenience to the persons in possession.  

(4) Appoint and fix the duties of such officers, agents and employees as he deems 
necessary to carry out the purposes of this article.  

(Code 1993, § 10-34; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 13) 
Sec. 10-35. Inspections; duty of owners and occupants. 

For the purpose of making inspections, the building code administrator is hereby authorized 
to enter, examine and survey at all reasonable times all dwellings, dwelling units, rooming units 
and premises. The owner or occupant of every dwelling, dwelling unit or rooming unit, or the 
person in charge thereof, shall give the building code administrator free access to such dwelling, 
dwelling unit or rooming unit and its premises at all reasonable times and with one week notice 
for the purposes of such inspection, examination and survey. Every occupant of a dwelling or 
dwelling unit shall give the owner thereof, or his agent or employee, access to any part of such 
dwelling or dwelling unit and its premises at all reasonable times for the purpose of making such 
repairs or alterations as necessary to effect compliance with the provisions of this article or with 
any lawful order issued pursuant to the provisions of this article.  
(Code 1993, § 10-35; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 14) 
Sec. 10-36. Procedure for enforcement; notice; hearing. 

(a) Preliminary investigation; notice, hearing. Whenever a petition is filed with the building code 
administrator by a public authority or by at least five residents of the county, or upon request 
of a realtor licensed within the state to engage in the sale of real property, or in the opinion 
of the building code administrator of the county building inspection department (G.S. 153A-
366), if any dwelling or dwelling unit is unfit for human habitation, after a preliminary 
investigation discloses a basis for such charges issued and a cause to be served upon the 
owner of and parties in interest in such dwelling or dwelling unit, a complaint stating the 
charges and containing a notice that a hearing will be held before the building code 
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administrator at a place therein, the building code administrator shall post a sign stating that 
such property is under investigation by the county building inspection department, not less 
than ten days nor more than 30 days after the serving of such complaint. The owner and 
any party in interest shall have the right to file and answer to the complaint and to appear 
in person, or otherwise, and give testimony at the place and time fixed in the complaint. 
Notice of such hearing shall also be given to at least one of the persons signing the petition 
relating to such dwelling. Any person desiring to do so may attend such hearing and give 
evidence relevant to the matter being heard. The rules of evidence prevailing in courts of 
law or equity shall not be controlling in hearings before the building code administrator.  

(b) Procedure after hearing. After notice and hearing, if the public officer determines that the 
dwelling under consideration is unfit for human habitation, he shall state in writing his 
findings of fact in support of that determination and shall issue and cause to be served upon 
the owner thereof an order:  
(1) If the repair, alteration or improvement of the dwelling can be made at a reasonable 

cost in relation to the value of the dwelling, requiring the owner, within the time 
specified, to repair, alter or improve the dwelling in order to render it fit for human 
habitation. The order may require that the property be vacated and closed only if 
continued occupancy during the time allowed for repair will present a significant threat 
of bodily harm, taking into account the nature of the necessary repairs, alterations, or 
improvements; the current state of the property; and any additional risks due to the 
presence and capacity of minors under the age of 18 or occupants with physical or 
mental disabilities. The order shall state that the failure to make timely repairs as 
directed in the order shall make the dwelling subject to the issuance of an unfit order 
under this section; or  

(2) If the repair, alteration or improvement of the dwelling cannot be made at a reasonable 
cost in relation to the value of the dwelling, requiring the owner, within the time 
specified in the order, to remove or demolish such dwelling. However, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, if the dwelling is located in a historic district and the historic 
district commission determines, after a public hearing as provided by ordinance, that 
the dwelling is of particular significance or value toward maintaining the character of 
the district, and the dwelling has not been condemned as unsafe, the order may require 
that the dwelling be vacated and closed consistent with G.S. 160A-400.14(a).  

(c) Failure to comply with order. 
(1) If the owner fails to comply with an order to repair, alter or improve or to vacate and 

close the dwelling, the public officer may cause the dwelling to be repaired, altered or 
improved or to be vacated and closed; the public officer may cause to be posted on the 
main entrance of any dwelling so closed, a placard with the following words: "This 
building is unfit for human habitation; the use or occupation of this building for human 
habitation is prohibited and unlawful." Occupation of a building so posted shall 
constitute a Class 1 misdemeanor. The duties of the public officer set forth in this 
subsection shall not be exercised until the board of commissioners shall have by 
ordinance ordered the public officer to proceed to effectuate the purpose of this article 
with respect to the particular property which the public officer shall have found to be 
unfit for human habitation and which property shall be described in the ordinance. This 
ordinance shall be recorded in the office of the register of deeds in the county wherein 

116



February 16, 2026 (Regular)   

Page 32 

the property is located and shall be indexed in the name of the property owner in the 
grantor index.  

(2) If the owner fails to comply with an order to remove or demolish the dwelling, the public 
officer may cause such dwelling to be removed or demolished. The duties of the public 
officer set forth in this subsection shall not be exercised until the board of 
commissioners shall have by ordinance ordered the public officer to proceed to 
effectuate the purpose of this article with respect to the particular property which the 
public officer shall have found to be unfit for human habitation and which property shall 
be described in the ordinance. No such ordinance shall be adopted to require demolition 
of a dwelling until the owner has first been given a reasonable opportunity to bring it 
into conformity with the housing code. This ordinance shall be recorded in the office of 
the register of deeds in the county wherein the property is located and shall be indexed 
in the name of the property owner in the grantor index.  

(d) Failure of occupant to vacate a dwelling. 
(1) If any occupant fails to comply with an order to vacate a dwelling, the public officer 

may file a civil action in the name of the city to remove such occupant. The action to 
vacate the dwelling shall be in the nature of summary ejectment and shall be 
commenced by filing a complaint naming as parties-defendant any person occupying 
such dwelling. The clerk of superior court shall issue a summons requiring the defendant 
to appear before a magistrate at a certain time, date and place not to exceed ten days 
from the issuance of the summons to answer the complaint. The summons and 
complaint shall be served as provided in G.S. 42-29. The summons shall be returned 
according to its tenor, and if on its return it appears to have been duly served, and if 
at the hearing the public officer produces a certified copy of an ordinance adopted by 
the board of commissioners authorizing the officer to proceed to vacate the occupied 
dwelling, the magistrate shall enter judgment ordering that the premises be vacated 
and that all persons be removed. The judgment ordering that the dwelling be vacated 
shall be enforced in the same manner as the judgment for summary ejectment entered 
under G.S. 42-30. An appeal from any judgment entered hereunder by the magistrate 
may be taken as provided in G.S. 7A-228, and the execution of such judgment may be 
stayed as provided in G.S. 7A-227. An action to remove an occupant of a dwelling who 
is a tenant of the owner may not be in the nature of a summary ejectment proceeding 
pursuant to this subsection unless such occupant was served with notice at least 30 
days before the filing of the summary ejectment proceeding that the board of 
commissioners has ordered the public officer to proceed to exercise his duties under 
this section to vacate and close or remove and demolish the dwelling.  

(2) Whenever a determination is made pursuant to this section that a dwelling must be 
vacated and closed, or removed or demolished, under the provisions of this section, 
notice of the order shall be given by first class mail to any organization involved in 
providing or restoring dwellings for affordable housing that has filed a written request 
for such notices. A minimum period of 45 days from the mailing of such notice shall be 
given before removal or demolition by action of the public officer to allow the 
opportunity for any organization to negotiate with the owner to make repairs, lease, or 
purchase the property for the purpose of providing affordable housing. The public 
officer or clerk shall certify the mailing of the notices, and the certification shall be 
conclusive in the absence of fraud. Only an organization that has filed a written request 
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for such notices may raise the issue of failure to mail such notices, and the sole remedy 
shall be an order requiring the public officer to wait 45 days before causing removal or 
demolition.  

(Code 1993, §§ 10-36, 10-37; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 15(a)) 
Sec. 10-37. Appeals from orders of building code administrator. 

(a) An appeal from any decision or order of the building code administrator may be taken by 
any person aggrieved thereby. Any appeal from the building code administrator shall be 
taken within ten days from the rendering of the decision or service of the order, and shall 
be taken by filing with the building code administrator and with the housing appeals board 
a notice of appeal which shall specify the grounds upon which the appeal is based. Upon the 
filing of any notice of appeal, the building code administrator shall forthwith transmit to the 
housing appeals board all the paper constituting the record upon which the decision appealed 
from was made. When an appeal is from a decision of the building code administrator 
refusing to allow the person aggrieved thereby to do any act, his decision shall remain in 
force until modified or reversed. When any appeal is from a decision of the building code 
administrator requiring the person aggrieved to do any act, the appeal shall have the effect 
of suspending the requirement until the hearing of the housing appeals board unless the 
building code administrator certifies to the housing appeals board, after the notice of appeal 
is filed with him, that, because of facts stated in the certificate (a copy of which shall be 
furnished the appellant), a suspension of his requirement would cause imminent peril to life 
or property. In that case, the requirement shall not be suspended except by a restraining 
order, which may be granted for due cause shown upon not less than one day's written 
notice to the building code administrator, by the housing appeals board, or by a court of 
record upon petition made pursuant to subsection (e) of this section.  

(b) The hearing appeals board shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of all appeals, shall 
give due notice to all the parties and shall render its decision within a reasonable time. Any 
party may appear in person or by agent or attorney.  

(c) The hearing appeals board may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the 
decision or order appealed from and may make such decision and order as in its opinion 
ought to be made in the matter, and to that end it shall have the powers of the building 
code administrator, but the concurring vote of four members of the board shall be necessary 
to reverse or modify any decision or order of the building code administrator.  

(d) In passing upon appeals in any case where there are practical difficulties or unnecessary 
hardships in the way of carrying out the strict letter of this article, the housing appeals board 
shall have the power to adapt the application of this article to the necessities of the case to 
the end that the spirit of this article shall be observed, public safety and welfare shall be 
secured and substantial justice shall be done.  

(e) Every decision of the housing appeals board shall be subject to review by proceedings in the 
nature of certiorari instituted within 15 days of the decision of the housing appeals board, 
not otherwise, as provided in G.S. 160A-446(e). In addition, any person aggrieved by an 
order issued by the building code administrator or a decision rendered by the housing 
appeals board shall also have the right, within 30 days after issuance of the order or 
rendering of the decision, to petition the superior court for a temporary injunction restraining 
the building code administrator pending a final disposition of the cause, as provided by G.S. 
160A-446(f).  
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(Code 1993, § 10-40; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 15(d)) 
Sec. 10-38. Methods of service of complaints and orders. 

Complaints or orders issued by the building code administrator under this article shall be 
served upon persons either personally or by registered or certified mail. If the whereabouts of 
such persons are unknown and cannot be ascertained by the building code administrator in the 
exercise of reasonable diligence, and the building code administrator makes an affidavit to that 
effect, the serving of the complaint or order upon such persons may be made by publishing such 
complaint or order once each week for two successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the county. The second publication shall be not less than ten days nor more than 30 days prior 
to the date of the hearing.  
(Code 1993, § 10-41; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 16) 
Sec. 10-39. Costs to be lien on premises. 

(a) As provided by G.S. 160A-443(6), the amount of the cost of any repairs, alterations or 
improvements, or vacating and closing, or demolition or removal caused to be made or done 
by the building code administrator shall be a lien against the real property upon which such 
cost was incurred. Such lien shall be filed, have the same priority and be enforced, and the 
costs collected as the lien for special assessments provided by G.S. ch. 160A.  

(b) If the dwelling is removed or demolished by the public officer, he shall sell the materials of 
the dwelling, and any personal property, fixtures or appurtenances found in or attached to 
the dwelling, and shall credit the proceeds of the sale against the cost of the removal or 
demolition and any balance remaining shall be deposited in the superior court by the public 
officer, shall be secured in a manner directed by the court, and shall be disbursed by the 
court to the persons found to be entitled thereto by final order or decree of the court. Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to impair or limit in any way the power of the county to 
define and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or abatement by summary 
proceedings, or otherwise.  

(Code 1993, § 10-43; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 18) 
Secs. 10-40—10-55. Reserved. 

Sec. 10-28 Creation of a building inspection department. 
Burke County maintains a building inspection department and will hire appropriate staff to carry 
out the functions outlined in this ordinance which may include: building inspector, deputy chief 
building inspector and chief building inspector.    
The building inspections department shall perform the duties and responsibilities set forth in G.S. 
160D-1104.   
Sec. 10-29 Qualifications of building inspectors. 
Burke County will require building inspectors to be qualified for their work to enforce the North 
Carolina State Building Code. Inspectors shall have one of the following types of certificates issued 
by the North Carolina Code Officials Qualification Board attesting to the inspector's qualifications 
to hold such position: (i) a probationary certificate, (ii) a standard certificate, or (iii) a limited 
certificate which shall be valid only as an authorization to continue in the position held on the 
date specified in G.S. 143-151.13(c) and which shall become invalid if the inspector does not 
successfully complete in-service training specified by the Qualification Board within the period 
specified in G.S. 143-151.13(c). An inspector holding one of the above certificates can be 
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promoted to a position requiring a higher-level certificate only upon issuance by the Qualification 
Board of a standard certificate or probationary certificate appropriate for such new position.  
Sec. 10-30 Duties and responsibilities. 
(a) The duties and responsibilities of the building inspection department and of the building 
inspectors in it are to enforce within their planning and development regulation jurisdiction State 
and local laws relating to the following: 

(1) The construction of buildings and other structures. 
(2) The installation of such facilities as plumbing systems, electrical systems, heating systems, 
refrigeration systems, and air-conditioning systems. 
(3) The maintenance of buildings and other structures in a safe, sanitary, and healthful 
condition. 

(b) The duties and responsibilities set forth in subsection (a) of this section include the receipt of 
applications for permits and the issuance or denial of permits, the making of any necessary 
inspections in a timely manner, the issuance or denial of certificates of compliance, the issuance 
of orders to correct violations, the bringing of judicial actions against actual or threatened 
violations, the keeping of adequate records, and any other actions that may be required in order 
adequately to enforce those laws.  
(c) In performing the specific inspections required by the North Carolina State Building Code, the 
building inspector shall conduct all inspections requested by the permit holder for each scheduled 
inspection. For each requested inspection, the inspector shall inform the permit holder of 
instances in which the work inspected fails to meet the requirements of the North Carolina State 
Building Code. An inspector is prohibited from requiring affidavits attesting that work is in 
compliance with the North Carolina Residential Code in lieu of conducting inspections required for 
work subject to the North Carolina Residential Code. 
(d) Except as provided in section 10-44 and section 10-80, Burke County will not  adopt or enforce 
a local ordinance or resolution or any other policy that requires regular, routine inspections of 
buildings or structures constructed in compliance with the North Carolina Residential Code in 
addition to the specific inspections required by the North Carolina State Building Code without 
first obtaining approval from the Residential Code Council. Burke County may require inspections 
upon unforeseen or unique circumstances that require immediate action. In performing the 
specific inspections required by the North Carolina Residential Code, the inspector shall conduct 
all inspections requested by the permit holder for each scheduled inspection. For each requested 
inspection, the inspector shall inform the permit holder of instances in which the work inspected 
is incomplete or otherwise fails to meet the requirements of the North Carolina Residential Code 
or the North Carolina State Building Code. When a subsequent inspection is conducted to verify 
completion or correction of instances of Code noncompliance, any additional violations of the 
Code noted by the inspector on items already approved by the building inspections department 
shall not delay the issuance of a temporary certificate of occupancy, and the department shall 
not charge a fee for reinspection of those items. 
(e) The building inspection department shall implement a process for an informal internal review 
of inspection decisions made by the department's building inspectors. This process shall include, 
at a minimum, the following: 

(1) Initial review by the supervisor of the inspector. 
(2) The provision in or with each permit issued by the department of (i) the name, phone 
number, and e-mail address of the supervisor of each inspector and (ii) a notice of availability 
of the informal internal review process. 
(3) Procedures the department must follow when a permit holder or applicant requests an 
internal review of an inspector's decision. 
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Nothing in this subsection limits or abrogates any rights available under Chapter 150B of the 
General Statutes to a permit holder or applicant. 
Sec. 10-31 Remote inspection alternative. 
The building inspection department shall allow for remote inspections in accordance with criteria 
and procedures developed pursuant to G.S. 143-139(b)(3). The department provides the option 
to elect remote inspections for a project to a building permit applicant at the request of the 
applicant. The department will specify the extent to which a project is eligible for remote 
inspections at the time of building permit issuance.  
Sec. 10-32 Alternate inspection method for component or element. 
(a) Notwithstanding the requirements of this Article, the building inspection department will  
accept and approve, without further responsibility to inspect, a design or other proposal for a 
component or element in the construction of buildings from an architect licensed under Chapter 
83A of the General Statutes or professional engineer licensed under Chapter 89C of the General 
Statutes provided all of the following apply: 

(1) When required by the North Carolina State Building Code, the submission design or 
other proposal is completed under valid seal of the licensed architect or licensed 
professional engineer. 
(2) Field inspection of the installation or completion of a component or element of the 
building is performed by a licensed architect or licensed professional engineer or a person 
under the direct supervisory control of the licensed architect or licensed professional 
engineer. 
(3) The licensed architect or licensed professional engineer under subdivision (2) of this 
subsection provides the local government with a signed written document certifying that 
the component or element of the building inspected under subdivision (2) of this 
subsection is in compliance with the North Carolina State Building Code. The certification 
required under this subdivision shall be provided by electronic or physical delivery, [and] 
its receipt shall be promptly acknowledged by the local government through reciprocal 
means. The certification shall be made on forms created by the Building Code Council and 
Residential Code Council which shall include at least the following: 

a. Permit number. 
b. Date of inspection. 
c. Type of inspection. 
d. Contractor's name and license number. 
e. Street address of the job location. 
f. Name, address, and telephone number of the person responsible for the inspection. 

(a1) In accepting certifications of inspections under subsection (a) of this section, a local 
government shall not require information other than that specified in this section. 
(b) Upon the acceptance and approval receipt of a signed written document by Burke County as 
required under subsection (a) of this section, notwithstanding the issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy, Burke County, and the building inspection department, and the building inspectors 
are discharged and released from any liabilities, duties, and responsibilities imposed by this Article 
with respect to or in common law from any claim arising out of or attributed to the component 
or element in the construction of the building for which the signed written document was 
submitted. 
(c) With the exception of the requirements contained in subsection (a) of this section, no further 
certification by a licensed architect or licensed professional engineer is required for any 
component or element designed and sealed by a licensed architect or licensed professional 

121



February 16, 2026 (Regular)   

Page 37 

engineer for the manufacturer of the component or element under the North Carolina State 
Building Code. 
(d) As used in this section, the following definitions apply: 

(1) Component. - Any assembly, subassembly, or combination of elements designed to be 
combined with other components to form part of a building or structure. Examples of a 
component include an excavated footing trench containing no concrete, a foundation, and 
a prepared underslab with slab-related materials without concrete. The term does not 
include a system. 
(2) Element. - A combination of products designed to be combined with other elements 
to form all or part of a building component. The term does not include a system 

Sec. 10-33 Mutual aid contracts. 
(a) Burke County may enter into contracts with cities or counties to provide mutual aid and 
assistance in the administration and enforcement of State and local laws pertaining to the North 
Carolina State Building Code. Mutual aid contracts may include provisions addressing the scope 
of aid provided, for reimbursement or indemnification of the aiding party for loss or damage 
incurred by giving aid, for delegating authority to a designated official or employee to request aid 
or to send aid upon request, and any other provisions not inconsistent with law. 
(b) Unless the mutual aid contract says otherwise, while working with the requesting city or 
county under the authority of this section, a Code-enforcement official shall have the same 
jurisdiction, powers, rights, privileges, and immunities, including those relating to the defense of 
civil actions and payment of judgments, as the Code-enforcement officials of the requesting 
agency. 
(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to deprive any party to a mutual aid contract under 
this section of its discretion to send or decline to provide aid to another party to the contract 
under any circumstances, whether or not obligated by the contract to do so. In no case shall a 
party to a mutual aid contract or any of its officials or employees be held to answer in any civil 
or criminal action for declining to send aid whether or not obligated by contract to do so.  
Sec. 10-34 - Conflicts of interest. 
Staff members, agents, or contractors responsible for building inspections shall comply with G.S. 
160D-109(c). No member of the building inspection department shall be financially interested or 
employed by a business that is financially interested in the furnishing of labor, material, or 
appliances for the construction, alteration, or maintenance of any building within the local 
government's planning and development regulation jurisdiction or any part or system thereof, or 
in the making of plans or specifications therefor, unless he is the owner of the building. No 
member of the building inspection department or other individual or an employee of a company 
contracting with a local government to conduct building inspections shall engage in any work that 
is inconsistent with his or her duties or with the interest of the local government, as determined 
by the local government. The local government must find a conflict of interest if any of the 
following is the case: 

(1) If the individual, company, or employee of a company contracting to perform building 
inspections for the local government has worked for the owner, developer, contractor, or 
project manager of the project to be inspected within the last two years. 
(2) If the individual, company, or employee of a company contracting to perform building 
inspections for the local government is closely related to the owner, developer, contractor, 
or project manager of the project to be inspected. 
(3) If the individual, company, or employee of a company contracting to perform building 
inspections for the local government has a financial or business interest in the project to 
be inspected. 
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The provisions of this section do not apply to a firefighter whose primary duties are fire 
suppression and rescue but who engages in some fire inspection activities as a secondary 
responsibility of the firefighter's employment as a firefighter, except no firefighter may inspect 
any work actually done, or materials or appliances supplied, by the firefighter or the firefighter's 
business within the preceding six years 
Sec. 10-35 - Failure to perform duties. 
(a) If any member of the building inspection department shall willfully fail to perform the duties 
required by law, or willfully shall improperly issue a building permit, or shall give a certificate of 
compliance without first making the inspections required by law, or willfully shall improperly give 
a certificate of compliance, the member shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
(b) A member of the building inspection department shall not be in violation of this section when 
the local government, its inspection department, or one of the inspectors accepted a signed 
written document of compliance with the North Carolina State Building Code from a licensed 
architect or licensed engineer in accordance with G.S. 160D-1104(d).  
Sec. 10-36 - Building permits. 
(a) Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, and subsection (h) of section 10-37, no 
person shall commence or proceed with any of the following without first securing all permits 
required by the North Carolina State Building Code and any other State or local laws applicable 
to any of the following activities: 

(1) The construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, movement to another site, removal, 
or demolition of any building or structure. 
(2) The installation, extension, or general repair of any plumbing system, except that in any 
one- or two-family dwelling unit a permit is not required for the connection of a water heater 
that is being replaced if (i) the work is performed by a person licensed under G.S. 87-21 who 
personally examines the work at completion and ensures that a leak test has been performed 
on the gas piping and (ii) the energy use rate or thermal input is not greater than that of the 
water heater that is being replaced, there is no change in fuel, energy source, location, 
capacity, or routing or sizing of venting and piping, and the replacement is installed in 
accordance with the current edition of the North Carolina State Building Code. 
(3) The installation, extension, alteration, or general repair of any heating or cooling 
equipment system. 
(4) The installation, extension, alteration, or general repair of any electrical wiring, devices, 
appliances, or equipment, except that in any one- or two-family dwelling unit a permit is not 
required for repair or replacement of electrical lighting fixtures or devices, such as receptacles 
and lighting switches, or for the connection of an existing branch circuit to an electric water 
heater that is being replaced if all of the following requirements are met: 

a. With respect to electric water heaters, the replacement water heater is placed in the 
same location and is of the same or less capacity and electrical rating as the original. 
b. With respect to electrical lighting fixtures and devices, the replacement is with a fixture 
or device having the same voltage and the same or less amperage. 
c. The work is performed by a person licensed under G.S. 87-43. 
d. The repair or replacement installation meets the current edition of the North Carolina 
State Building Code, including the North Carolina Electrical Code. 
However, a building permit is not required for the installation, maintenance, or 
replacement of any load control device or equipment by an electric power supplier, as 
defined in G.S. 62-133.8, or an electrical contractor contracted by the electric power 
supplier, so long as the work is subject to supervision by an electrical contractor licensed 
under Article 4 of Chapter 87 of the General Statutes. The electric power supplier shall 
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provide the installation, maintenance, or replacement in accordance with (i) an activity or 
program ordered, authorized, or approved by the North Carolina Utilities Commission 
pursuant to G.S. 62-133.8 or G.S. 62-133.9 or (ii) a similar program undertaken by a 
municipal electric service provider, whether the installation, modification, or replacement 
is made before or after the point of delivery of electric service to the customer. This 
exemption applies to all existing installations. 

(b) A building permit shall be in writing and shall contain a provision that the work done shall 
comply with the North Carolina State Building Code and all other applicable State and local laws. 
Nothing in this section requires a local government to review and approve residential building 
plans submitted to the local government pursuant to the North Carolina Residential Code, so long 
as the local government may review and approve the residential building plans as it deems 
necessary. A local government shall not require residential building plans for one- and two-family 
dwellings to be sealed by a licensed engineer or licensed architect unless required by the North 
Carolina State Building Code. No building permits shall be issued unless the plans and 
specifications are identified by the name and address of their author. If the General Statutes 
require that plans for certain types of work be prepared only by a licensed architect or licensed 
engineer, no building permit shall be issued unless the plans and specifications bear the North 
Carolina seal of a licensed architect or of a licensed engineer. When any provision of the General 
Statutes or of any ordinance or development or zoning regulation requires that work be done by 
a licensed specialty contractor of any kind, no building permit for the work shall be issued unless 
the work is to be performed by a licensed contractor. 
(c) No permit issued under Article 9 of Chapter 143 of the General Statutes is required for any 
construction, installation, repair, replacement, or alteration costing forty thousand dollars 
($40,000) or less and performed in accordance with the current edition of the North Carolina 
State Building Code in any single-family residence, farm building, or commercial building unless 
the work involves any of the following: 

(1) The addition, repair, or replacement of load-bearing structures. However, no permit is 
required for replacement of windows, doors, exterior siding, or the pickets, railings, stair 
treads, and decking of porches and exterior decks that otherwise meet the requirements of 
this subsection. 
(2) The addition or change in the design of plumbing. However, no permit is required for 
replacements otherwise meeting the requirements of this subsection that do not change size 
or capacity. 
(3) The addition, replacement, or change in the design of heating, air-conditioning, or 
electrical wiring, devices, appliances, or equipment, other than like-kind replacement of 
electrical devices and lighting fixtures. 
(4) The use of materials not permitted by the North Carolina State Building Code. 
(5) The addition of roofing, excluding replacement. 
(6) Any changes to which the North Carolina Fire Code applies. 

(d) A local government shall not do any of the following: 
(1) Require more than one building permit for the complete installation or replacement of any 
natural gas, propane gas, or electrical appliance on an existing structure when the installation 
or replacement is performed by a person licensed under G.S. 87-21 or G.S. 87-43. The cost 
of the building permit for this work shall not exceed the cost of any one individual trade permit 
issued by that local government. The local government shall not increase the costs of any 
fees to offset the loss of revenue caused by this provision. 
(2) Require more than one building permit for simultaneous projects at the time of the 
application located at the same address and subject to the North Carolina Residential Code. 
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(e) No building permit shall be issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this section or (h) for any 
land-disturbing activity, as defined in G.S. 113A-52, or for any activity covered by G.S. 113A-57, 
unless an erosion and sedimentation control plan for the site of the activity or a tract of land 
including the site of the activity has been approved under Article 4 of Chapter 113A of the General 
Statutes, the Sedimentation Pollution Control Act. 
(f) No building permit shall be issued pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of this section 
for work costing forty thousand dollars ($40,000) or more unless the name, physical and mailing 
address, telephone number, facsimile number, and email address of the lien agent designated by 
the owner pursuant to G.S. 44A-11.1(a) are conspicuously set forth in the permit or in an 
attachment to the permit. This condition does not apply to improvements to an existing single-
family residential dwelling unit as defined in G.S. 87-15.5 that the owner occupies as a residence 
or to the addition of an accessory building or accessory structure as defined in the North Carolina 
Residential Code, the use of which is incidental to that residential dwelling unit. The lien agent 
information for each permit issued pursuant to this subsection shall be maintained by the 
inspection department in the same manner and in the same location in which it maintains its 
record of building permits issued. When the improvements to a real property leasehold are limited 
to the purchase, transportation, and setup of a manufactured home, as defined in G.S. 143-143.9, 
the purchase price of the manufactured home is excluded in determining whether the cost of the 
work is forty thousand dollars ($40,000) or more. 
(g) No local government shall withhold a building permit or certificate of occupancy that otherwise 
would be eligible to be issued under this section to compel, with respect to another property or 
parcel, completion of work for a separate permit or compliance with land-use regulations under 
this Chapter unless otherwise authorized by law or unless the local government reasonably 
determines the existence of a public safety issue directly related to the issuance of a building 
permit or certificate of occupancy. For the purposes of this subsection, a "public safety issue" 
shall not include improvement, installation, placement, repair, or replacement of any of the 
following: 

(1) Landscaping around dwellings subject to the North Carolina Residential Code within 
individual lots. 
(2) Landscaping within common areas within a subdivision development. 
(3) Street lighting fixtures within common areas of a subdivision development. 

If a developer has not, at the time of issuance of a certificate of occupancy, completed all required 
site improvements as set forth in subdivisions (1) through (3) of this subsection, the developer 
shall submit to Burke County a signed affidavit detailing the reasons why the required site 
improvements are not complete, the expected date of completion and compliance, and a 
statement promising to complete the required site improvements. 
(g1) No local government may withhold a building permit under this section where the project 
does not propose to increase the design daily flow or wastewater strength of the existing system, 
and the property owner submits an on-site wastewater existing system inspection exemption 
affidavit. The property owner shall affirm that any modifications will meet local and State on-site 
wastewater system setback requirements pursuant to G.S. 130A-335. 
(h) Violation of this section is a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
Sec. 10-37 - Commercial and multifamily building permits for applications with sealed plans; third-
party plan review alternatives; at-risk building foundation permits; at-risk building structure 
permits. 
(a) Applicability. - This section applies to commercial and multifamily development project building 
permit applications that have plans and specifications that are complete and sealed for 
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construction, as applicable, by a professional engineer licensed under Chapter 89C of the General 
Statutes or an architect licensed under Chapter 83A of the General Statutes. 
(b) Pre-Submittal Meeting Option. – The building inspection department will  provide the option 
for an eligible building permit applicant to request and schedule within five business days of a 
request a pre-submittal meeting prior to applying for a building permit to discuss a building project 
and to determine whether the permit applicant possesses necessary plans and sufficient 
information the local government would require for building permit plan review. A building permit 
applicant is eligible to request a pre-submittal meeting under the following circumstances: 

(1) The project plans and specifications for a building project are complete and sealed for 
construction, as applicable, by a professional engineer licensed under Chapter 89C of the 
General Statutes or an architect licensed under Chapter 83A of the General Statutes. 
(2) The project plans and specifications for a building project are substantially identical to 
those that the permit applicant would submit with the building permit application. 
(3) The building permit applicant has made best efforts to compile and prepare documents 
required by a local government, and other State or federal agencies, for the building project. 
(4) The building permit applicant has determined whether an at-risk permit option will be 
utilized in accordance with subsection (h) of this section. 

(c) Plan Review Time Line. – The building inspection department shall complete its review of 
plans and specifications and issue a building permit decision to a permit applicant that has 
submitted necessary plans and sufficient information with a permit application within 45 days, 
unless the department and  permit applicant otherwise agree. If the building inspection 
department requests additional information or requires plan resubmission with changes during its 
review, after receiving requested information and changes from the permit applicant, it has up to 
10 additional days to issue a building permit decision. Notwithstanding the 45-day limit in this 
subsection, the department may issue a building permit decision within 60 days if a local 
government issues an at-risk building permit at the request of a permit applicant pursuant to 
subsection (h) of this section. 
(d) Independent Third-Party Review to Assist Local Government. – The building inspection 
department may utilize and contract with a licensed professional engineer or licensed architect 
certified under G.S. 143-151.13(f) to perform independent third-party plan review under this 
section, provided that the review time does not exceed the time frame prescribed by subsection 
(c) of this section. 
(e) Independent Third-Party Review Election by Permit Applicant. - If the building inspection 
department initially undertakes plan review of the submitted plans and does not issue a building 
permit decision or determines it is unable to complete plan review within the time frame 
prescribed by subsection (c) of this section, a permit applicant may subsequently elect to utilize 
and contract with a licensed professional engineer or licensed architect certified under G.S. 143-
151.13(f) to perform an independent third-party plan review. Upon the department’s receipt of a 
completed plan review with certification required by subsection (f) of this section, the department 
shall issue applicable building permits for the project within three business days and will refund 
or waive all applicable plan review and permit fees for the project upon issuance of the applicable 
building permits. 
(f) Third-Party Review Certification Required. - A permit applicant that elects a third-party review 
under subsection (e) of this section shall provide the building inspections department with a 
written certification signed by the plan reviewer that plans comply with applicable North Carolina 
State Building Codes and other applicable State and local laws. The certification shall be made on 
a form created by the local government. 

126



February 16, 2026 (Regular)   

Page 42 

(g) Conflicts of Interest. - A third-party plan reviewer shall avoid conflicts of interest in conducting 
independent third-party plan reviews under this section. Conflicts of interest include a plan 
reviewer having any financial interest in, or being employed, other than as a plan reviewer under 
this section, by a business that has a financial interest in the furnishing of labor, material, or 
appliances for the construction, alteration, or maintenance of, or any involvement in the making 
of plans or specifications for, the project subject to plan review. 
(h) At-Risk Building Permit Options. - At-risk building permit options are available to an eligible 
building permit applicant that requested and attended a pre-submittal meeting in accordance with 
subsection (b) of this section to discuss a building project prior to permit application. An eligible 
permit applicant proceeding with an at-risk permit issued by the building inspection department 
pursuant to this subsection assumes all risks of liability, and Burke County is discharged and 
released from any liabilities, duties, and responsibilities attributable to the review, approval, or 
construction pursuant to that at-risk permit. In accordance with G.S. 160D-108(e), where multiple 
local development permits are required to complete a development project, a permit issued by 
the department pursuant to this subsection is not an initial development permit for purposes of 
the vesting protections of G.S. 160D-108(e). The following at-risk building permit options are 
available: 

(1) At-risk building foundation permit. - At the time of permit application, an eligible building 
permit applicant may request an at-risk building foundation permit authorizing a permit 
applicant to proceed with building foundation construction. The building inspections 
department must issue an at-risk building foundation permit if the department determines a 
permit applicant has submitted all necessary plans and sufficient information, as discussed at 
a pre-submittal meeting pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, and received all approvals 
necessary, for building foundation construction notwithstanding that other development 
approvals from the local government, or other State or federal agencies, for the project have 
not yet been obtained. For the purposes of this subdivision, a permit applicant must have 
received an approved erosion and sedimentation control plan in accordance with Article 4 of 
Chapter 113A of the General Statutes for land-disturbing activity at a building foundation 
construction site. 
(2) At-risk building structure permit. - An eligible building permit applicant that has obtained 
an at-risk building foundation permit pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection may 
request the issuance of an at-risk building structure permit. The building inspections 
department may issue an at-risk building structure permit authorizing a permit applicant to 
proceed with building structure construction if the department determines a permit applicant 
has submitted all necessary plans and sufficient information, and received all approvals 
necessary, for building structure construction notwithstanding that other development 
approvals from the local government, or other State or federal agencies, for the project have 
not yet been obtained. Prior to issuance of an at-risk building structure permit, the department 
may require a meeting with a permit applicant to discuss issues with submitted plans and 
information that a permit applicant would need to address prior to building structure permit 
issuance. For the purposes of this subdivision, "building structure construction" includes the 
erection and installation of structural or framing members for exterior walls and roof 
assemblies. 

(i) Manufacturer Information. - In the event the building inspection department requires 
manufacturer specifications or manufacturer engineering information on an element, component, 
or fixture related to the submitted plans and specifications, the department shall not delay or 
deny the issuance of applicable building permits based upon the receipt of specifications or 
manufacturer engineering information on an element, component, or fixture. 
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(j) Burke County Liability and Vested Rights. - A permit issued by the building inspection 
department pursuant to this section shall not be construed to guarantee the issuance of further 
building permits, development approvals, or certificates of occupancy by a local government, or 
other State or federal agencies, that a project requires. Burke County and the department are 
discharged and released from any liabilities, duties, and responsibilities imposed by this Article, 
or in common law, from any claim arising out of, or attributed to, plans subject to a third-party 
independent review pursuant to subsection (e) of this section. (2023-142, s. 2(a).) 
Sec. 10-38 - Expiration of building permits. 
A building permit issued pursuant to this Article expires by limitation six months after the date of 
issuance if the work authorized by the permit has not been commenced. If, after commencement, 
the work is discontinued for a period of 12 months, the permit shall immediately expire. No work 
authorized by any building permit that has expired shall be performed until a new permit has 
been secured.  
Sec. 10-39 - Changes in work. 
After a building permit has been issued, no changes or deviations from the terms of the 
application, plans and specifications, or the permit, except where changes or deviations are clearly 
permissible under the North Carolina State Building Code, shall be made until specific written 
approval of proposed changes or deviations has been obtained from the building inspection 
department.  
Sec 10-40 - Inspections of work in progress. 
Subject to the limitation imposed by section 10-30(d), as the work pursuant to a building permit 
progresses, the building inspectors shall make as many inspections thereof as may be necessary 
to satisfy them that the work is being done according to the provisions of any applicable State 
and local laws and of the terms of the permit. In exercising this power, members of the building 
inspection department have a right to enter on any premises within the jurisdiction of the 
department at all reasonable hours for the purposes of inspection or other enforcement action, 
upon presentation of proper credentials. If a building permit has been obtained by an owner 
exempt from licensure under G.S. 87-1(b)(2), no inspection shall be conducted without the owner 
being present, unless the plans for the building were drawn and sealed by an architect licensed 
pursuant to Chapter 83A of the General Statutes. 
Sec. 10-41 - Appeals of stop orders. 
(a) The owner or builder may appeal from a stop order involving alleged violation of the North 
Carolina State Building Code or any approved local modification thereof to the State Fire Marshal 
or his or her designee within a period of five days after the order is issued. Notice of appeal shall 
be given in writing to the State Fire Marshal or his or her designee, with a copy to the building 
inspector. The State Fire Marshal or his or her designee shall promptly conduct an investigation, 
and the appellant and the inspector shall be permitted to submit relevant evidence. The State 
Fire Marshal or his or her designee shall as expeditiously as possible provide a written statement 
of the decision setting forth the facts found, the decision reached, and the reasons for the 
decision. Pending the ruling by the State Fire Marshal or his or her designee on an appeal, no 
further work shall take place in violation of a stop order. In the event of dissatisfaction with the 
decision, the person affected shall have the following options: 

(1) Appealing to the Building Code Council or Residential Code Council. 
(2) Appealing to the superior court as provided in G.S. 143-141. 

(b) The owner or builder may appeal from a stop order involving alleged violation of a local 
development regulation as provided in G.S. 160D-405. 

Sec. 10-42 - Revocation of building permits. 
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The appropriate building inspector may revoke and require the return of any building permit by 
notifying the permit holder in writing stating the reason for the revocation. Building permits shall 
be revoked for any substantial departure from the approved application, plans, or specifications; 
for refusal or failure to comply with the requirements of any applicable State or local laws; or for 
false statements or misrepresentations made in securing the permit. Any building permit 
mistakenly issued in violation of an applicable State or local law may also be revoked.  
Sec. 10-43 - Certificates of compliance; temporary certificates of occupancy. 
(a) At the conclusion of all work done under a building permit, the appropriate inspector shall 
make a final inspection, and, if the completed work complies with all applicable State and local 
laws and with the terms of the permit, the building inspector shall issue a certificate of compliance. 
Except as provided by subsection (b) of this section, no new building or part thereof may be 
occupied, no addition or enlargement of an existing building may be occupied, and no existing 
building that has been altered or moved may be occupied, until the building inspection 
department has issued a certificate of compliance. 
(b) A temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued permitting occupancy for a stated period 
of time of either the entire building or of specified portions of the building if the inspector finds 
that the building may safely be occupied prior to its final completion. A permit holder may request 
and be issued a temporary certificate of occupancy if the conditions and requirements of the 
North Carolina State Building Code are met. 
(c) Any person who owns, leases, or controls a building and occupies or allows the occupancy of 
the building or a part of the building before a certificate of compliance or temporary certificate of 
occupancy has been issued pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this section is guilty of a Class 1 
misdemeanor.  
Sec. 10-44 - Periodic inspections. 
The building inspection department may make periodic inspections, subject to the governing 
board's directions, for unsafe, unsanitary, or otherwise hazardous and unlawful conditions in 
buildings or structures within its planning and development regulation jurisdiction. In exercising 
this power, members of the department shall have a right to enter on any premises within the 
jurisdiction of the department at all reasonable hours for the purposes of inspection or other 
enforcement action, upon presentation of proper credentials. Inspections of dwellings shall follow 
the provisions of G.S. 160D-1207. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit periodic 
inspections in accordance with State fire prevention code or as otherwise required by State law.  
Sec. 10-45 - Defects in buildings to be corrected. 
When a building inspector finds any defects in a building, or finds that the building has not been 
constructed in accordance with the applicable State and local laws, or that a building because of 
its condition is dangerous or contains fire hazardous conditions, it shall be the inspector's duty to 
notify the owner or occupant of the building of its defects, hazardous conditions, or failure to 
comply with law. The owner or occupant shall each immediately remedy the defects, hazardous 
conditions, or violations of law in the property 
Sec. 10-46 - Unsafe buildings condemned. 
(a) Designation of Unsafe Buildings. - Every building that shall appear to the building inspector 
to be especially dangerous to life because of its liability to fire or because of bad condition of 
walls, overloaded floors, defective construction, decay, unsafe wiring or heating systems, 
inadequate means of egress, or other causes shall be held to be unsafe, and the inspector shall 
affix a notice of the dangerous character of the structure to a conspicuous place on the exterior 
wall of the building. 
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(b) Non-residential Building or Structure. - In addition to the authority granted in subsection (a) 
of this section, an building inspector may declare a non-residential building or structure within a 
community development target area to be unsafe if it meets all of the following conditions: 

(1) It appears to the building inspector to be vacant or abandoned. 
(2) It appears to the building inspector to be in such dilapidated condition as to cause or 
contribute to blight, disease, vagrancy, or fire or safety hazard, to be a danger to children, or 
to tend to attract persons intent on criminal activities or other activities that would constitute 
a public nuisance. 

(c) Notice Posted on Structure. - If a building inspector declares a non-residential building or 
structure to be unsafe under subsection (b) of this section, the inspector must affix a notice of 
the unsafe character of the structure to a conspicuous place on the exterior wall of the building. 
For the purposes of this section, the term "community development target area" means an area 
that has characteristics of an urban progress zone under G.S. 143B-437.09, a "non-residential 
redevelopment area" under G.S. 160A-503(10), or an area with similar characteristics designated 
by the board of commissioners  as being in special need of revitalization for the benefit and 
welfare of its citizens. 
Sec. 10-47 - Removing notice from condemned building. 
If any person shall remove any notice that has been affixed to any building or structure by a 
building inspector and that states the dangerous character of the building or structure, that person 
shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.  
Sec. 10-48 - Action in event of failure to take corrective action. 
If the owner of a building or structure that has been condemned as unsafe pursuant to this 
ordinance, fails to take prompt corrective action, the building inspector shall give written notice, 
by certified mail to the owner's last known address or by personal service, of all of the following: 

(1) That the building or structure is in a condition that appears to meet one or more of 
the following conditions: 
a. Constitutes a fire or safety hazard. 
b. Is dangerous to life, health, or other property. 
c. Is likely to cause or contribute to blight, disease, vagrancy, or danger to children. 
d. Has a tendency to attract persons intent on criminal activities or other activities that 
would constitute a public nuisance. 
(2) That an administrative hearing will be held before the inspector at a designated place 
and time, not later than 10 days after the date of the notice, at which time the owner will 
be entitled to be heard in person or by counsel and to present arguments and evidence 
pertaining to the matter. 
(3) That following the hearing, the inspector may issue such order to repair, close, vacate, 
or demolish the building or structure as appears appropriate. 
If the name or whereabouts of the owner cannot, after due diligence, be discovered, the 
notice shall be considered properly and adequately served if a copy is posted on the 
outside of the building or structure in question at least 10 days prior to the hearing and a 
notice of the hearing is published in a newspaper having general circulation in the local 
government's area of jurisdiction at least once not later than one week prior to the 
hearing.  

Sec. 10-49 - Order to take corrective action. 
If, upon a hearing held pursuant to the notice prescribed in section 10-48, the building inspector 
shall find that the building or structure is in a condition that constitutes a fire or safety hazard or 
renders it dangerous to life, health, or other property, the inspector shall make an order in writing, 
directed to the owner of such building or structure, requiring the owner to remedy the defective 
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conditions by repairing, closing, vacating, or demolishing the building or structure or taking other 
necessary steps, within such period, not less than 60 days, as the inspector may prescribe, 
provided that where the inspector finds that there is imminent danger to life or other property, 
the inspector may order that corrective action be taken in such lesser period as may be feasible.  
Sec. 10-50 - Appeal; finality of order if not appealed. 
Any owner who has received an order under section 10-49 may appeal from the order to the 
Board of Commissioners by giving notice of appeal in writing to the building inspector and to the 
clerk to the board within 10 days following issuance of the order. In the absence of an appeal, 
the order of the inspector is final. The Board of Commissioners, as appropriate, shall hear an 
appeal in accordance with G.S. 160D-406 and render a decision within a reasonable time. The 
board may affirm, modify and affirm, or revoke the order.  
Sec. 10-51 - Failure to comply with order. 
If the owner of a building or structure fails to comply with an order issued pursuant to section 
10-49 from which no appeal has been taken or fails to comply with an order of the Board of 
Commissioners following an appeal, the owner is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.  
Sec. 10-52 - Enforcement. 
(a) Action Authorized. - Whenever any violation is denominated a misdemeanor under the 
provisions of this Article, the Burke County, either in addition to or in lieu of other remedies, may 
initiate any appropriate action or proceedings to prevent, restrain, correct, or abate the violation 
or to prevent the occupancy of the building or structure involved. 
(b) Removal of Building. - In the case of a building or structure declared unsafe under section 
10-46 or an ordinance adopted pursuant to section 10-46, a local government may, in lieu of 
taking action under subsection (a) of this section, cause the building or structure to be removed 
or demolished. The amounts incurred by Burke County in connection with the removal or 
demolition are a lien against the real property upon which the cost was incurred. The lien shall 
be filed, have the same priority, and be collected in the same manner as liens for special 
assessments provided in Article 10 of Chapter 160A of the General Statutes. If the building or 
structure is removed or demolished by the local government, the local government shall sell the 
usable materials of the building and any personal property, fixtures, or appurtenances found in 
or attached to the building. The local government shall credit the proceeds of the sale against 
the cost of the removal or demolition. Any balance remaining from the sale shall be deposited 
with the clerk of superior court of the county where the property is located and shall be disbursed 
by the court to the person found to be entitled thereto by final order or decree of the court. 
(c) Additional Lien. - The amounts incurred by Burke County in connection with the removal or 
demolition are also a lien against any other real property owned by the owner of the building or 
structure and located within the local government's planning and development regulation 
jurisdiction, and for cities without extraterritorial planning and development jurisdiction, within 
one mile of the city limits, except for the owner's primary residence. The provisions of subsection 
(b) of this section apply to this additional lien, except that this additional lien is inferior to all prior 
liens and shall be collected as a money judgment. 
(d) Nonexclusive Remedy. - Nothing in this section shall be construed to impair or limit the power 
of Burke County to define and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or abatement by 
summary proceedings or otherwise.  
Sec. 10-53 - Records and reports. 
The building inspection department shall keep complete and accurate records in convenient form 
of all applications received, permits issued, inspections and reinspections made, defects found, 
certificates of compliance or occupancy granted, and all other work and activities of the 
department. These records shall be kept in the manner and for the periods prescribed by the 
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Department of Natural and Cultural Resources. Periodic reports shall be submitted to the 
governing board and to the State Fire Marshal as they shall by ordinance, rule, or regulation 
require.  
Sec. 10-54 - Appeals. 
Unless otherwise provided by law, appeals from any order, decision, or determination by a 
member of the building inspection department pertaining to the North Carolina State Building 
Code or other State building laws shall be taken to the State Fire Marshal or the State Fire 
Marshal's designee or other official specified in G.S. 143-139 by filing a written notice with the 
State Fire Marshal and with the building inspection department within a period of 10 days after 
the order, decision, or determination. Further appeals may be taken to the Building Code Council 
or Residential Code Council or to the courts as provided by law. 
Sec. 10-55 - Regulation authorized as to repair, closing, and demolition of non-residential 
buildings or structures; order of public officer.  
(a) Authority. – The Burke County Board of Commissioners by this ordinance adopts and seeks 
to enforce minimum regulations for non-residential buildings or structures. These non-residential 
buildings or structures are to be kept in a condition to meet minimum standards for maintenance, 
sanitation, and safety.  Buildings must not fall into any condition that will be dangerous and 
injurious to public health, safety, and welfare. A structure, once identified by complaint or by 
inspection by a public officer and after follow up and hearing for the owner, may result in a 
necessity to repair, close, or demolish the structure. These regulations apply within the planning 
and development regulation jurisdiction of Burke County.  The regulations are enforced by a 
public officer of Burke County which includes the individuals who are listed by definition in this 
ordinance.  
(b) Investigation. - Whenever it appears to the public officer that any non-residential building or 
structure has not been properly maintained so that the safety or health of its occupants or 
members of the general public are jeopardized for failure of the property to meet the minimum 
standards they shall undertake a preliminary investigation. If entry upon the premises for 
purposes of investigation is necessary, such entry shall be made pursuant to a duly issued 
administrative search warrant in accordance with G.S. 15-27.2 or with permission of the owner, 
the owner's agent, a tenant, or other person legally in possession of the premises. 
(c) Complaint and Hearing. - If the preliminary investigation discloses evidence of a violation of 
the minimum standards, the public officer shall issue and cause to be served upon the owner of 
and parties in interest in the non-residential building or structure a complaint. The complaint shall 
state the charges and contain a notice that an administrative hearing will be held before the 
public officer, or his or her designated agent, at a place within the county scheduled not less than 
10 days nor more than 30 days after the serving of the complaint; that the owner and parties in 
interest shall be given the right to answer the complaint and to appear in person, or otherwise, 
and give testimony at the place and time fixed in the complaint; and that the rules of evidence 
prevailing in courts of law or equity are not controlling in hearings before the public officer. 
(d) Order. - If, after notice and hearing, the public officer determines that the non-residential 
building or structure has not been properly maintained so that the safety or health of its occupants 
or members of the general public is jeopardized for failure of the property to meet the minimum 
standards established by the governing board, the public officer shall state in writing findings of 
fact in support of that determination and shall issue and cause to be served upon the owner 
thereof an order. The order may require the owner to take remedial action, within a reasonable 
time specified, subject to the procedures and limitations herein. 
(e) Limitations on Orders. 
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(1) An order may require the owner to repair, alter, or improve the non-residential building 
or structure in order to bring it into compliance with the minimum standards established by 
the Board of Commissioners or to vacate and close the said structure for any use. 
(2) An order may require the owner to remove or demolish the non-residential building or 
structure if the cost of repair, alteration, or improvement of the structure would exceed fifty 
percent (50%) of its then current value. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if the 
said structure is designated as a local historic landmark, listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places, or located in a locally designated historic district or in a historic district listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places and the Board of Commissioners determines, after 
an administrative hearing as provided by ordinance, that the non-residential building or 
structure is of individual significance or contributes to maintaining the character of the district, 
and the non-residential building or structure has not been condemned as unsafe, the order 
may require that the non-residential structure be vacated and closed until it is brought into 
compliance with the minimum standards established by the governing board. 
(3) An order may not require repairs, alterations, or improvements to be made to vacant 
manufacturing facilities or vacant industrial warehouse facilities to preserve the original use. 
The order may require such building or structure to be vacated and closed, but repairs may 
be required only when necessary to maintain structural integrity or to abate a health or safety 
hazard that cannot be remedied by ordering the building or structure closed for any use. 

(f) Action by Board of Commissioners Upon Failure to Comply With Order. - 
(1) If the owner fails to comply with an order to repair, alter, or improve or to vacate and 
close the non-residential building or structure, the board of commissioners may adopt an 
ordinance ordering the public officer to proceed to effectuate the purpose of this section with 
respect to the particular property or properties that the public officer found to be jeopardizing 
the health or safety of its occupants or members of the general public. The property or 
properties shall be described in the ordinance. The ordinance shall be recorded in the office 
of the register of deeds and shall be indexed in the name of the property owner or owners in 
the grantor index. Following adoption of an ordinance, the public officer may cause the non-
residential building or structure to be repaired, altered, or improved or to be vacated and 
closed. The public officer may cause to be posted on the main entrance of any building or  
structure so closed a placard with the following words: "This building is unfit for any use; the 
use or occupation of this building for any purpose is prohibited and unlawful." Any person 
who occupies or knowingly allows the occupancy of a building or structure so posted is guilty 
of a Class 3 misdemeanor. 
(2) If the owner fails to comply with an order to remove or demolish the non-residential 
building or structure, the Board of Commissioners may adopt an ordinance ordering the public 
officer to proceed to effectuate the purpose of this section with respect to the particular 
property or properties that the public officer found to be jeopardizing the health or safety of 
its occupants or members of the general public. No ordinance shall be adopted to require 
demolition of a non-residential building or structure until the owner has first been given a 
reasonable opportunity to bring it into conformity with the minimum standards established by 
the governing board. The property or properties shall be described in the ordinance. The 
ordinance shall be recorded in the office of the register of deeds and shall be indexed in the 
name of the property owner or owners in the grantor index. Following adoption of an 
ordinance, the public officer may cause the building or structure to be removed or demolished. 

(g) Action by Board of Commissioners Upon Abandonment of Intent to Repair. - If the Board of 
Commissioners has adopted an ordinance or the public officer has issued an order requiring the 
building or structure to be repaired or vacated and closed and the building or structure has been 

133



February 16, 2026 (Regular)   

Page 49 

vacated and closed for a period of two years pursuant to the ordinance or order, the governing 
board may make findings that the owner has abandoned the intent and purpose to repair, alter, 
or improve the building or structure and that the continuation of the building or structure in its 
vacated and closed status would be inimical to the health, safety, and welfare of the local 
government in that it would continue to deteriorate, would create a fire or safety hazard, would 
be a threat to children and vagrants, would attract persons intent on criminal activities, or would 
cause or contribute to blight and the deterioration of property values in the area. Upon such 
findings, the Board of Commissioners may, after the expiration of the two-year period, enact an 
ordinance and serve such ordinance on the owner, setting forth the following: 

(1) If the cost to repair the non-residential building or structure to bring it into compliance 
with the minimum standards is less than or equal to fifty percent (50%) of its then current 
value, the ordinance shall require that the owner either repair or demolish and remove the 
building or structure within 90 days. 
(2) If the cost to repair the non-residential structure to bring it into compliance with the 
minimum standards exceeds fifty percent (50%) of its then current value, the ordinance shall 
require the owner to demolish and remove the building or structure within 90 days. 
In the case of vacant manufacturing facilities or vacant industrial warehouse facilities, the 
building or structure must have been vacated and closed pursuant to an order or ordinance 
for a period of five years before the governing board may take action under this subsection. 
The ordinance shall be recorded in the office of the register of deeds in the county wherein 
the property or properties are located and shall be indexed in the name of the property owner 
in the grantor index. If the owner fails to comply with the ordinance, the public officer shall 
effectuate the purpose of the ordinance. 

(h) Service of Complaints and Orders. - Complaints or orders issued by a public officer pursuant 
to an ordinance adopted under this section shall be served upon persons either personally or by 
certified mail so long as the means used are reasonably designed to achieve actual notice. When 
service is made by certified mail, a copy of the complaint or order may also be sent by regular 
mail. Service shall be deemed sufficient if the certified mail is refused but the regular mail is not 
returned by the post office within 10 days after the mailing. If regular mail is used, a notice of 
the pending proceedings shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises affected. If the 
identities of any owners or the whereabouts of persons are unknown and cannot be ascertained 
by the public officer in the exercise of reasonable diligence and the public officer makes an 
affidavit to that effect, the serving of the complaint or order upon the owners or other persons 
may be made by publication in a newspaper having general circulation in the local government 
at least once no later than the time that personal service would be required under this section. 
When service is made by publication, a notice of the pending proceedings shall be posted in a 
conspicuous place on the premises affected. 
(i) Liens. - 

(1) The amount of the cost of repairs, alterations, or improvements, or vacating and closing, 
or removal or demolition by the public officer are a lien against the real property upon which 
the cost was incurred, which lien shall be filed, have the same priority, and be collected as 
the lien for special assessment provided in Article 10 of Chapter 160A of the General Statutes. 
(2) If the real property upon which the cost was incurred is located in an incorporated city, 
the amount of the costs is also a lien on any other real property of the owner located within 
the city limits except for the owner's primary residence. The additional lien provided in this 
subdivision is inferior to all prior liens and shall be collected as a money judgment. 
(3) If the non-residential building or structure is removed or demolished by the public officer, 
he or she shall offer for sale the recoverable materials of the building or structure and any 
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personal property, fixtures, or appurtenances found in or attached to the building or structure 
and shall credit the proceeds of the sale, if any, against the cost of the removal or demolition, 
and any balance remaining shall be deposited in the superior court by the public officer, shall 
be secured in a manner directed by the court, and shall be disbursed by the court to the 
persons found to be entitled thereto by final order or decree of the court. Nothing in this 
section shall be construed to impair or limit in any way the power of the board of 
commissioners to define and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or abatement by 
summary proceedings or otherwise. 

(j) Ejectment. - If any occupant fails to comply with an order to vacate a non-residential building 
or structure, the public officer may file a civil action in the name of Burke County to remove the 
occupant. The action to vacate is in the nature of summary ejectment and shall be commenced 
by filing a complaint naming as parties-defendant any person occupying the non-residential 
building or structure. The clerk of superior court shall issue a summons requiring the defendant 
to appear before a magistrate at a certain time, date, and place not to exceed 10 days from the 
issuance of the summons to answer the complaint. The summons and complaint shall be served 
as provided in G.S. 42-29. The summons shall be returned according to its tenor, and if on its 
return it appears to have been duly served and if at the hearing the public officer produces a 
certified copy of an ordinance adopted by the governing board pursuant to subsection (f) of this 
section to vacate the occupied non-residential building or structure, the magistrate shall enter 
judgment ordering that the premises be vacated and all persons be removed. The judgment 
ordering that the non-residential building or structure be vacated shall be enforced in the same 
manner as the judgment for summary ejectment entered under G.S. 42-30. An appeal from any 
judgment entered under this subsection by the magistrate may be taken as provided in G.S. 7A-
228, and the execution of the judgment may be stayed as provided in G.S. 7A-227. An action to 
remove an occupant of a non-residential building or structure who is a tenant of the owner may 
not be in the nature of a summary ejectment proceeding pursuant to this subsection unless the 
occupant was served with notice, at least 30 days before the filing of the summary ejectment 
proceeding, that the board of commissioners has ordered the public officer to proceed to exercise 
his or her duties under subsection (f) of this section to vacate and close or remove and demolish 
the non-residential building or structure. 
(k) Civil Penalty. - The board of commissioners may impose civil penalties against any person or 
entity that fails to comply with an order entered pursuant to this section. However, the imposition 
of civil penalties does not limit the use of any other lawful remedies available to the governing 
board for the enforcement of any ordinances adopted pursuant to this section. 
(l) Supplemental Powers. - The powers conferred by this section are supplemental to the powers 
conferred by any other law. The board of commissioners authorizes the public officer to exercise 
any powers necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate the purpose and provisions of 
this section, including the following powers in addition to others herein granted: 

(1) To investigate non-residential structures in the local government's planning and 
development regulation jurisdiction to determine whether they have been properly maintained 
in compliance with the minimum standards so that the safety or health of the occupants or 
members of the general public are not jeopardized. 
(2) To administer oaths, affirmations, examine witnesses, and receive evidence. 
(3) To enter upon premises pursuant to subsection (b) of this section for the purpose of 
making examinations in a manner that will do the least possible inconvenience to the persons 
in possession. 
(4) To appoint and fix the duties of officers, agents, and employees necessary to carry out 
the purposes of the ordinances adopted by the governing board. 
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(5) To delegate any of his or her functions and powers under the ordinance to other officers 
and agents. 

(m) Appeals. - Appeals from any decision or order of the public officer may be taken to the board 
of commissioners. Any person aggrieved by a decision or order of the public officer has the 
remedies provided in section 10-81. 
(n) Funding. - Burke County board of commissioners is authorized to make appropriations from 
its revenues necessary to carry out the purposes of this section and may accept and apply grants 
or donations to assist in carrying out the provisions of the ordinances adopted by the governing 
board. 
(o) No Effect on Just Compensation for Taking by Eminent Domain. - Nothing in this section shall 
be construed as preventing the owner or owners of any property from receiving just compensation 
for the taking of property by the power of eminent domain under the laws of this State nor as 
permitting any property to be condemned or destroyed except in accordance with the police 
power of the State. 
(p) Definitions. - As used in this section, the following definitions apply: 

(1) Parties in interest. - All individuals, associations, and corporations who have interests of 
record in a non-residential building or structure and any who are in possession thereof. 
(2) Vacant industrial warehouse. - Any building or structure designed for the storage of goods 
or equipment in connection with manufacturing processes, which has not been used for that 
purpose for at least one year and has not been converted to another use. 
(3) Vacant manufacturing facility. - Any building or structure previously used for the lawful 
production or manufacturing of goods, which has not been used for that purpose for at least 
one year and has not been converted to another use. 

DIVISION 2. MINIMUM STANDARDS 
ARTICLE II, DIVISION A – MINIMUM HOUSING CODE 
Sec. 10-75.  Authorization. 
(a) Dwellings. - The existence and occupation of dwellings that are unfit for human habitation are 
inimical to the welfare and dangerous and injurious to the health and safety of the people of this 
State. A public necessity exists for the repair, closing, or demolition of such dwellings. Whenever 
Burke County finds that there exists in the planning and development regulation jurisdiction 
dwellings that are unfit for human habitation due to dilapidation; defects increasing the hazards 
of fire, accidents or other calamities; lack of ventilation, light, or sanitary facilities; or other 
conditions rendering the dwellings unsafe or unsanitary, or dangerous or detrimental to the 
health, safety, morals, or otherwise inimical to the welfare of the residents of the local 
government, power is conferred upon Burke County to exercise its police powers to repair, close, 
or demolish the dwellings consistent with the provisions of this Article. 
(b) Abandoned Structures. – Burke County Board of Commissioners have adopted this ordinance 
covering minimum housing standards in the planning and development jurisdiction of the county. 
If residential structures are found to be a health or safety hazard as a result of the attraction of 
insects or rodents, conditions creating a fire hazard, dangerous conditions constituting a threat 
to children, or frequent use by vagrants as living quarters in the absence of sanitary facilities this 
ordinance provides for the repair, closing, or demolition of any abandoned structure.  The 
ordinance may provide for the repair, closing, or demolition of such structure pursuant to the 
same provisions and procedures as are prescribed by this Article for the repair, closing, or 
demolition of dwellings found to be unfit for human habitation.  
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Sec. 10-76  Definitions. 
The following definitions apply in this Article: 
(1) Owner. - The holder of the title in fee simple and every mortgagee of record. 
(2) Parties in interest. - All individuals, associations, and corporations that have interests of record 
in a dwelling and any that are in possession of a dwelling. 
(3) Public authority. - Any housing authority or any officer that is in charge of any department or 
branch of the government of the city, county, or State relating to health, fire, building regulations, 
or other activities concerning dwellings in the local government. 
(4) Public officer. - The officer of the Community Development Department authorized by this 
ordinance to exercise the powers prescribed by the ordinances and by this Article.  
Sec. 10-77  Ordinance authorized as to repair, closing, and demolition; order of public officer. 
Upon the adoption of this ordinance finding that dwelling conditions of the character described in 
section 10-75 exist, the Burke County Board of Commissioners is authorizing the enforcement of 
ordinances relating to dwellings within the planning and development regulation jurisdiction that 
are unfit for human habitation. This ordinance includes the following provisions: 
(1) Designation of enforcement officer. - One or more public officers are designated to exercise 
the powers prescribed by the ordinance. 
(2) Investigation, complaint, hearing. - Whenever a petition is filed with the public officer by a 
public authority or by at least five residents of the jurisdiction charging that any dwelling is unfit 
for human habitation or when it appears to the public officer that any dwelling is unfit for human 
habitation, the public officer shall, if a preliminary investigation discloses a basis for such charges, 
issue and cause to be served upon the owner of and parties in interest in such dwellings a 
complaint stating the charges in that respect and containing a notice that an administrative 
hearing will be held before the public officer, or the officer's designated agent, at a place within 
the county in which the property is located. The hearing shall be not less than 10 days nor more 
than 30 days after the serving of the complaint. The owner and parties in interest shall be given 
the right to file an answer to the complaint and to appear in person, or otherwise, and give 
testimony at the place and time fixed in the complaint. The rules of evidence prevailing in courts 
of law shall not be controlling in administrative hearings before the public officer. 
(3) Orders. - If, after notice and an administrative hearing, the public officer determines that the 
dwelling under consideration is unfit for human habitation, the officer shall state in writing findings 
of fact in support of that determination and shall issue and cause to be served upon the owner 
one of the following orders, as appropriate: 

a. If the repair, alteration, or improvement of the dwelling can be made at a reasonable cost 
in relation to the value of the dwelling set at 50% of the current value, requiring the owner, 
within the time specified, to repair, alter, or improve the dwelling in order to render it fit for 
human habitation. The order may require that the property be vacated and closed only if 
continued occupancy during the time allowed for repair will present a significant threat of 
bodily harm, taking into account the nature of the necessary repairs, alterations, or 
improvements; the current state of the property; and any additional risks due to the presence 
and capacity of minors under the age of 18 or occupants with physical or mental disabilities. 
The order shall state that the failure to make timely repairs as directed in the order shall make 
the dwelling subject to the issuance of an unfit order under subdivision (4) of this section. 
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b. If the repair, alteration, or improvement of the dwelling cannot be made at a reasonable 
cost in relation to the value of the dwelling, the owner will be required to remove or demolish 
the dwelling. However, notwithstanding any other provision of law, if the dwelling is located 
in a historic district and the Historic District Commission determines, after an administrative 
hearing as provided by ordinance, that the dwelling is of particular significance or value toward 
maintaining the character of the district, and the dwelling has not been condemned as unsafe, 
the order may require that the dwelling be vacated and closed consistent with G.S. 160D-949. 

(4) Repair, closing, and posting. - If the owner fails to comply with an order to repair, alter, or 
improve or to vacate and close the dwelling, the public officer may cause the dwelling to be 
repaired, altered, or improved or to be vacated and closed, and the public officer may post on 
the main entrance of any dwelling so closed a placard with the following words: "This building is 
unfit for human habitation; the use or occupation of this building for human habitation is 
prohibited and unlawful." Occupation of a building so posted shall constitute a Class 1 
misdemeanor. The duties of the public officer set forth in this sub section shall not be exercised 
until the board of commissioners shall have by ordinance ordered the public officer to proceed to 
effectuate the purpose of this Article with respect to the particular property or properties that the 
public officer shall have found to be unfit for human habitation and which property or properties 
shall be described in the ordinance. This ordinance shall be recorded in the office of the register 
of deeds in the county where the property or properties are located and shall be indexed in the 
name of the property owner in the grantor index. 
(5) Demolition. - If the owner fails to comply with an order to remove or demolish the dwelling, 
the public officer may cause such dwelling to be removed or demolished. The duties of the public 
officer set forth in this subdivision shall not be exercised until the housing review board shall have 
by ordinance ordered the public officer to proceed to effectuate the purpose of this Article with 
respect to the particular property or properties that the public officer shall have found to be unfit 
for human habitation and which property or properties shall be described in the ordinance. No 
such ordinance shall be adopted to require demolition of a dwelling until the owner has first been 
given a reasonable opportunity to bring it into conformity with the housing code. This ordinance 
shall be recorded in the office of the register of deeds in the county where the property or 
properties are located and shall be indexed in the name of the property owner in the grantor 
index. 
(6) Abandonment of Intent to Repair. - If the dwelling has been vacated and closed for a period 
of one year pursuant to an ordinance adopted pursuant to subdivision (4) of this section or after 
a public officer issues an order or proceedings have commenced under the substandard housing 
regulations regarding a dwelling to be repaired or vacated and closed as provided in this 
subdivision, then the housing review board may find that the owner has abandoned the intent 
and purpose to repair, alter, or improve the dwelling in order to render it fit for human habitation 
and that the continuation of the dwelling in its vacated and closed status would be inimical to the 
health, safety, and welfare of Burke County in that the dwelling would continue to deteriorate, 
would create a fire and safety hazard, would be a threat to children and vagrants, would attract 
persons intent on criminal activities, would cause or contribute to blight and the deterioration of 
property values in the area, and would render unavailable property and a dwelling that might 
otherwise have been made available to ease the persistent shortage of decent and affordable 
housing in this State, then in such circumstances, the board of commissioners may, after the 
expiration of such one-year period, enact an ordinance and serve such ordinance on the owner, 
setting forth the following: 
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a. If it is determined that the repair of the dwelling to render it fit for human habitation can 
be made at a cost not exceeding fifty percent (50%) of the then current value of the dwelling, 
the ordinance shall require that the owner either repair or demolish and remove the dwelling 
within 90 days. 
b. If it is determined that the repair of the dwelling to render it fit for human habitation cannot 
be made at a cost not exceeding fifty percent (50%) of the then current value of the dwelling, 
the ordinance shall require the owner to demolish and remove the dwelling within 90 days. 

This ordinance shall be recorded in the office of the register of deeds in Burke County wherein 
the property or properties are located and shall be indexed in the name of the property owner in 
the grantor index. If the owner fails to comply with this ordinance, the public officer shall 
effectuate the purpose of the ordinance. 
(7) Liens. - 

a. The amount of the cost of repairs, alterations, or improvements, or vacating and closing, 
or removal or demolition by the public officer shall be a lien against the real property upon 
which the cost was incurred, which lien shall be filed, have the same priority, and be collected 
as the lien for special assessment provided in Article 10 of Chapter 160A of the General 
Statutes. 
b. If the real property upon which the cost was incurred is located in an incorporated city, 
then the amount of the cost is also a lien on any other real property of the owner located 
within the city limits or within one mile thereof except for the owner's primary residence. The 
additional lien provided in this sub-subdivision is inferior to all prior liens and shall be collected 
as a money judgment. 
c. If the dwelling is removed or demolished by the public officer, the local government shall 
sell the materials of the dwelling, and any personal property, fixtures, or appurtenances found 
in or attached to the dwelling, and shall credit the proceeds of the sale against the cost of the 
removal or demolition, and any balance remaining shall be deposited in the superior court by 
the public officer, shall be secured in a manner directed by the court, and shall be disbursed 
by the court to the persons found to be entitled thereto by final order or decree of the court. 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to impair or limit in any way the power of the local 
government to define and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or abatement by 
summary proceedings or otherwise. 

(8) Civil action. - If any occupant fails to comply with an order to vacate a dwelling, the public 
officer may file a civil action in the name of Burke County to remove such occupant. The action 
to vacate the dwelling shall be in the nature of summary ejectment and shall be commenced by 
filing a complaint naming as defendant any person occupying such dwelling. The clerk of superior 
court shall issue a summons requiring the defendant to appear before a magistrate at a certain 
time, date, and place not to exceed 10 days from the issuance of the summons to answer the 
complaint. The summons and complaint shall be served as provided in G.S. 42-29. If the summons 
appears to have been duly served and if at the hearing the public officer produces a certified copy 
of an ordinance adopted by the board of commissioners pursuant to subsection  (5) of this section 
authorizing the officer to proceed to vacate the occupied dwelling, the magistrate shall enter 
judgment ordering that the premises be vacated and that all persons be removed. The judgment 
ordering that the dwelling be vacated shall be enforced in the same manner as the judgment for 
summary ejectment entered under G.S. 42-30. An appeal from any judgment entered hereunder 
by the magistrate may be taken as provided in G.S. 7A-228, and the execution of such judgment 
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may be stayed as provided in G.S. 7A-227. An action to remove an occupant of a dwelling who is 
a tenant of the owner may not be in the nature of a summary ejectment proceeding pursuant to 
this paragraph unless such occupant was served with notice at least 30 days before the filing of 
the summary ejectment proceeding that the governing board has ordered the public officer to 
proceed to exercise his duties under subdivisions (4) and (5) of this section to vacate and close 
or remove and demolish the dwelling. 
(9) Additional notices to affordable housing organizations. - Whenever a determination is made 
pursuant to subdivision (3) of this section that a dwelling must be vacated and closed, or removed 
or demolished, under the provisions of this section, notice of the order shall be given by first-
class mail to any organization involved in providing or restoring dwellings for affordable housing 
that has filed a written request for such notices. A minimum period of 45 days from the mailing 
of such notice shall be given before removal or demolition by action of the public officer, to allow 
the opportunity for any organization to negotiate with the owner to make repairs, lease, or 
purchase the property for the purpose of providing affordable housing. The public officer or clerk 
shall certify the mailing of the notices, and the certification shall be conclusive in the absence of 
fraud. Only an organization that has filed a written request for such notices may raise the issue 
of failure to mail such notices, and the sole remedy shall be an order requiring the public officer 
to wait 45 days before causing removal or demolition.  
Sec. 10-78  Standards. 
The public officer may determine that a dwelling is unfit for human habitation if the officer finds 
that conditions exist in the dwelling that render it dangerous or injurious to the health, safety, or 
welfare of the occupants of the dwelling, the occupants of neighboring dwellings, or other 
residents of the jurisdiction. Defective conditions may include the following, without limiting the 
generality of the foregoing: defects therein increasing the hazards of fire, accident, or other 
calamities; lack of adequate ventilation, light, or sanitary facilities; dilapidation; disrepair; 
structural defects; or uncleanliness.  
Sec. 10-79  Service of complaints and orders. 
(a) Complaints or orders issued by a public officer pursuant to an ordinance adopted under this 
Article shall be served upon persons either personally or by certified mail. When service is made 
by certified mail, a copy of the complaint or order may also be sent by regular mail. Service shall 
be deemed sufficient if the certified mail is unclaimed or refused but the regular mail is not 
returned by the post office within 10 days after the mailing. If regular mail is used, a notice of 
the pending proceedings shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises affected. 
(b) If the identities of any owners or the whereabouts of persons are unknown and cannot be 
ascertained by the public officer in the exercise of reasonable diligence, or, if the owners are 
known but have refused to accept service by certified mail, and the public officer makes an 
affidavit to that effect, then the serving of the complaint or order upon the owners or other 
persons may be made by publication in a newspaper having general circulation in the jurisdiction 
at least once no later than the time at which personal service would be required under the 
provisions of this Article. When service is made by publication, a notice of the pending proceedings 
shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises thereby affected.  
Sec. 10-80  Periodic inspections. 
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, the building inspection department may 
make periodic inspections only when there is reasonable cause to believe that unsafe, unsanitary, 
or otherwise hazardous or unlawful conditions may exist in a residential building or structure. 
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However, when the building inspection department determines that a safety hazard exists in one 
of the dwelling units within a multifamily building, which in the opinion of the inspector poses an 
immediate threat to the occupant, the department may inspect, in the absence of a specific 
complaint and actual knowledge of the unsafe condition, additional dwelling units in the 
multifamily building to determine if that same safety hazard exists. For purposes of this section, 
the term "reasonable cause" means any of the following:  

(i) the landlord or owner has a history of more than two verified violations of the housing 
ordinances or codes within a 12-month period,  
(ii) there has been a complaint that substandard conditions exist within the building or there 
has been a request that the building be inspected,  
(iii) the building  inspection department has actual knowledge of an unsafe condition within 
the building, or  
(iv) violations of the local ordinances or codes are visible from the outside of the property.  

In conducting inspections authorized under this section, the building inspection department shall 
not discriminate between single-family and multifamily buildings or between owner-occupied and 
tenant-occupied buildings. In exercising this power, members of the department shall have a 
right to enter on any premises within the jurisdiction of the department at all reasonable hours 
for the purposes of inspection or other enforcement action, upon presentation of proper 
credentials. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit periodic inspections in 
accordance with State fire prevention code or as otherwise required by State law. 
(b) Burke County may require periodic inspections as part of a targeted effort to respond to 
blighted or potentially blighted conditions within a geographic area that has been designated by 
the Board of Commissioners. However, the total aggregate of targeted areas in the local 
government jurisdiction at any one time shall not be greater than 1 square mile or five percent 
(5%) of the area within the local government jurisdiction, whichever is greater. A targeted area 
designated by the board of commissioners shall reflect Burke County’s stated neighborhood 
revitalization strategy and shall consist of property that meets the definition of a "blighted area" 
or "blighted parcel" as those terms are defined in G.S. 160A-503(2) and G.S. 160A-503(2a), 
respectively, except that for purposes of this subsection, the planning board is not required to 
make a determination as to the property. The board of commissioners shall not discriminate in 
its selection of areas or housing types to be targeted and shall (i) provide notice to all owners 
and residents of properties in the affected area about the periodic inspections plan and 
information regarding a legislative hearing regarding the plan, (ii) hold a legislative hearing 
regarding the plan, and (iii) establish a plan to address the ability of low-income residential 
property owners to comply with minimum housing code standards. 
(c) In no event may Burke County do any of the following:  

(i) adopt or enforce any ordinance that would require any owner or manager of rental property 
to obtain any permit or permission under Article 11 or Article 12 of this Chapter from the local 
government to lease or rent residential real property or to register rental property with the 
local government, except for those individual properties that have more than four verified 
violations in a rolling 12-month period or two or more verified violations in a rolling 30-day 
period, or upon the property being identified within the top ten percent (10%) of properties 
with crime or disorder problems as set forth in a local ordinance,  
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(ii) require that an owner or manager of residential rental property enroll or participate in any 
governmental program as a condition of obtaining a certificate of occupancy,  
(iii) levy a special fee or tax on residential rental property that is not also levied against other 
commercial and residential properties, unless expressly authorized by general law or 
applicable only to an individual rental unit or property described in clause (i) of this subsection 
and the fee does not exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) in any 12-month period in which 
the unit or property is found to have verified violations,  
(iv) provide that any violation of a rental registration ordinance is punishable as a criminal 
offense, or  
(v) require any owner or manager of rental property to submit to an inspection before 
receiving any utility service provided by the local government. For purposes of this section, 
the term "verified violation" means all of the following: 

(1) The aggregate of all violations of housing ordinances or codes found in an individual 
rental unit of residential real property during a 72-hour period. 
(2) Any violations that have not been corrected by the owner or manager within 21 days 
of receipt of written notice from the local government of the violations. Should the same 
violation occur more than two times in a 12-month period, the owner or manager may 
not have the option of correcting the violation. If the housing code provides that any form 
of prohibited tenant behavior constitutes a violation by the owner or manager of the rental 
property, it shall be deemed a correction of the tenant-related violation if the owner or 
manager, within 30 days of receipt of written notice of the tenant-related violation, brings 
a summary ejectment action to have the tenant evicted. 

(d) If a property is identified by Burke County as being in the top ten percent (10%) of properties 
with crime or disorder problems, they shall notify the landlord of any crimes, disorders, or other 
violations that will be counted against the property to allow the landlord an opportunity to attempt 
to correct the problems. In addition, Burke County and the county sheriff's office shall assist the 
landlord in addressing any criminal activity, which may include testifying in court in a summary 
ejectment action or other matter to aid in evicting a tenant who has been charged with a crime. 
If Burke County or the sheriff's office does not cooperate in evicting a tenant, the tenant's 
behavior or activity at issue shall not be counted as a crime or disorder problem as set forth in 
the local ordinance, and the property may not be included in the top ten percent (10%) of 
properties as a result of that tenant's behavior or activity. 
(e) If Burke County takes action against an individual rental unit under this section, the owner of 
the individual rental unit may appeal the decision to the board of commissioners. The board of 
commissioners shall fix a reasonable time for hearing appeals, shall give due notice to the owner 
of the individual rental unit, and shall render a decision within a reasonable time. The owner may 
appear in person or by agent or attorney. The board may reverse or affirm the action, wholly or 
partly, or may modify the action appealed from, and may make any decision and order that in 
the opinion of the board ought to be made in the matter.  
Sec. 10-81  Remedies. 
(a) An appeal from any decision or order of the public officer is a quasi-judicial matter and may 
be taken by any person aggrieved thereby or by any officer, board, or commission of Burke 
County. Any appeal from the public officer shall be taken within 10 days from the rendering of 
the decision or service of the order by filing with the Burke County Clerk to the Board a notice of 
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appeal that shall specify the grounds upon which the appeal is based. Upon the filing of any 
notice of appeal, the public officer shall forthwith transmit to the Board of Commissioners all the 
papers constituting the record upon which the decision appealed from was made. When an appeal 
is from a decision of the public officer refusing to allow the person aggrieved thereby to do any 
act, the decision remains in force until modified or reversed. When any appeal is from a decision 
of the public officer requiring the person aggrieved to do any act, the appeal has the effect of 
suspending the requirement until the hearing by the board, unless the public officer certifies to 
the board, after the notice of appeal is filed with the officer, that because of facts stated in the 
certificate, a copy of which shall be furnished to the appellant, a suspension of the requirement 
would cause imminent peril to life or property. In that case the requirement is not suspended 
except by a restraining order, which may be granted for due cause shown upon not less than one 
day's written notice to the public officer, by the board, or by a court of record upon petition made 
pursuant to subsection (f) of this section. 
(b) The Board of Commissioners shall fix a reasonable time for hearing appeals, shall give due 
notice to the parties, and shall render its decision within a reasonable time. Any party may appear 
in person or by agent or attorney. The board may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may 
modify the decision or order appealed from, and may make any decision and order that in its 
opinion ought to be made in the matter, and, to that end, it has all the powers of the public 
officer, but the concurring vote of four members of the board is necessary to reverse or modify 
any decision or order of the public officer. The board also has power in passing upon appeals, 
when unnecessary hardships would result from carrying out the strict letter of the ordinance, to 
adapt the application of the ordinance to the necessities of the case to the end that the spirit of 
the ordinance is observed, public safety and welfare secured, and substantial justice done. 
(c) Every decision of the Board of Commissioners is subject to review by proceedings in the nature 
of certiorari instituted within 15 days of the decision of the board, but not otherwise. 
(d) Any person aggrieved by an order issued by the public officer or a decision rendered by the 
Board of Commissioners may petition the superior court for an injunction restraining the public 
officer from carrying out the order or decision and the court may, upon such petition, issue a 
temporary injunction restraining the public officer pending a final disposition of the cause. The 
petition shall be filed within 30 days after issuance of the order or rendering of the decision. 
Hearings shall be had by the court on a petition within 20 days and shall be given preference 
over other matters on the court's calendar. The court shall hear and determine the issues raised 
and shall enter such final order or decree as law and justice may require. It is not necessary to 
file bond in any amount before obtaining a temporary injunction under this subsection. 
(e) If any dwelling is erected, constructed, altered, repaired, converted, maintained, or used in 
violation of this Article or of any ordinance or code adopted under authority of this Article or any 
valid order or decision of the public officer or board made pursuant to any ordinance or code 
adopted under authority of this Article, the public officer or board may institute any appropriate 
action or proceedings to prevent the unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, 
or use; to restrain, correct, or abate the violation; to prevent the occupancy of the dwelling; or 
to prevent any illegal act, conduct, or use in or about the premises of the dwelling.  
Sec. 10-82   Compensation to owners of condemned property. 
Nothing in this Article shall be construed as preventing the owner or owners of any property from 
receiving just compensation for the taking of property by the power of eminent domain under the 
laws of this State nor as permitting any property to be condemned or destroyed except in 
accordance with the police power of the State.  
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Sec. 10-83   Additional powers of public officer. 
This ordinance as adopted authorizes the public officer to exercise any powers necessary or 
convenient to carry out and effectuate the purpose and provisions of this Article, including the 
following powers in addition to others herein granted: 

(1) To investigate the dwelling conditions in the local government's planning and development 
regulation jurisdiction in order to determine which dwellings therein are unfit for human 
habitation. 
(2) To administer oaths, affirmations, examine witnesses, and receive evidence. 
(3) To enter upon premises for the purpose of making examinations in a manner that will do 
the least possible inconvenience to the persons in possession. 
(4) To appoint and fix the duties of officers, agents, and employees necessary to carry out 
the purposes of the ordinances. 
(5) To delegate any of his or her functions and powers under the ordinance to other officers 
and other agents.  

Sec. 10-84   Administration of ordinance. 
A local government adopting an ordinance under this Article shall, as soon as possible thereafter, 
prepare an estimate of the annual expenses or costs to provide the equipment, personnel, and 
supplies necessary for periodic examinations and investigations of the dwellings for the purpose 
of determining the fitness of dwellings for human habitation and for the enforcement and 
administration of its ordinances adopted under this Article. The local government is authorized to 
make appropriations from its revenues necessary for this purpose and may accept and apply 
grants or donations to assist it.  
Sec. 10-85   Supplemental nature of Article. 
Nothing in this Article shall be construed to abrogate or impair the powers of the courts or of any 
department of any local government to enforce any provisions of its charter or its ordinances or 
regulations nor to prevent or punish violations thereof. The powers conferred by this Article shall 
be supplemental to the powers conferred by any other law in carrying out the provisions of the 
ordinances.  
ARTICLE II, DIVISION B – MINIMUM HOUSING STANDARDS 
Sec. 10-86 10-56. Fitness for dwellings, dwelling units. 

Every dwelling and dwelling unit intended for use as a human habitation, occupancy or use, 
or held out for use as human habitation, shall comply with all the minimum standards of fitness 
for human habitation in accordance with the applicable state building codes. No person shall let 
to another for occupancy, or use as a place for human habitation, any dwelling or dwelling unit 
which does not comply with all the minimum standards of fitness for human habitation and all of 
the requirements of this division for which a valid certificate of compliance has been issued. 
Unoccupied structures shall not be deteriorated as to become a health or safety hazard. The 
provisions of this Code shall apply to all manufactured housing and modular-housing units used 
as residential housing in excess of 30 days. Recreational vehicles (RVs) shall not be occupied for 
residential housing.  
(Code 1993, § 10-56; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 3; Ord. of 6-6-2000(1)) 

144



February 16, 2026 (Regular)   

Page 60 

Sec. 10-87 10-57. Structural condition. 

(a) Walls or partitions or supporting members, sills, joists, rafters or other structural members 
shall not excessively list, lean or buckle and shall not be rotted, deteriorated or damaged, 
and shall not have holes or cracks which might admit rodents.  

(b) Floors and roofs shall have adequate supporting members and strength to be reasonably 
safe for the purpose used.  

(c) Foundations, foundation walls, piers or other foundation supports shall not be deteriorated 
or damaged so as to dangerously reduce their intended load-bearing characteristics.  

(d) Steps, stairs, landings, porches, or other parts of appurtenances shall be maintained in such 
condition that they will not fall or collapse.  

(e) Adequate egress in case of fire or panic shall be provided as per specifications of the North 
Carolina State Residential Building Code, Volume 7.  

(f) Interior walls and ceilings of all rooms, closets and hallways shall be finished with suitable 
materials, which will, by use of reasonable household methods, promote sanitation and 
cleanliness, and shall be maintained in such a manner as to enable the occupants to maintain 
reasonable privacy between various spaces.  

(g) The roof, flashings, exterior walls, basement walls, floors, and all doors and windows 
exposed to the weather shall be constructed and maintained so as to be weathertight, and 
rodentproof. Roof coverings shall be maintained in good condition. All new roofs must be 
installed in accordance with the North Carolina State Residential Building Code, Volume 7.  

(h) There shall be no chimneys or parts thereof which are in danger of falling or in such condition 
or location as to constitute a fire hazard.  

(i) There shall be no use of the ground for floors or wood floors on the ground.  
(Code 1993, § 10-57; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 4; Ord. of 6-6-2000(1)) 
Sec. 10-88 10-58. Basic equipment and facilities. 

(a) Plumbing system. The plumbing system of each dwelling or dwelling unit shall conform to 
the following:  
(1) Each dwelling unit shall be connected to a potable water supply and to the public sewer 

or other approved sewage disposal systems.  
(2) Each dwelling unit shall contain not less than a kitchen sink, lavatory, tub or shower, 

water closet and an adequate supply of both cold and hot water. All water shall be 
supplied through an approved pipe distribution system connected to a potable water 
supply. All water piping shall be protected from freezing by being properly installed in 
protected spaces. Installations of all water heating appliances shall be capable of 
supplying a continuous source of water, on demand, to all the required fixtures at a 
temperature of not more than 120 degrees Fahrenheit and not less than 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit.  

(3) All plumbing fixtures shall be maintained in a good state of repair and condition and 
meet the standards of the North Carolina State Residential Building Code, Volume 7.  
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(4) All required plumbing fixtures shall be located within the dwelling unit and be accessible 
to the occupants of the dwelling unit. The water closet and tub or shower shall be 
located in a room affording privacy to the user.  

(b) Heating system. Every dwelling unit shall have facilities for providing heat in accordance with 
either subsection (b)(1) or (2) of this section as follows:  
(1) Central and electric heating systems. Every central or electric heating system shall be 

of sufficient capacity so as to heat all habitable rooms, bathrooms and water closet 
compartments in every dwelling unit to which it is connected with a minimum 
temperature of 68 degrees Fahrenheit measured at a point three feet above the floor 
during ordinary winter conditions.  

(2) Other heating facilities. Where a central or electric heating system is not provided, each 
dwelling and dwelling unit shall be provided with sufficient fireplaces, chimneys, flues 
or gas vents, whereby heating appliances may be connected so as to heat all habitable 
rooms with a minimum temperature of 68 degrees Fahrenheit measured three feet 
above the floor during ordinary winter conditions.  

(c) Electrical system. The electrical system of each dwelling or dwelling unit shall conform to the 
following:  
(1) Every dwelling and dwelling unit shall be wired for electric lights and convenience 

receptacles. Every habitable room shall contain at least two floor- or wall-type electric 
convenience receptacles installed in compliance with the North Carolina State 
Residential Building Code, Volume 7. There shall be installed in every bathroom, water 
closet room, laundry room, and furnace room at least one supplied ceiling- or wall-type 
electric light fixture in good working order. If wall or ceiling light fixtures are not 
provided in any habitable room, then each habitable room shall contain at least three 
floor- or wall-type electric convenience receptacles.  

(2) Every public hall and stairway in every multiple dwelling shall be adequately lighted by 
electric lights at all times when natural daylight is not sufficient.  

(3) All fixtures, receptacles, equipment and wiring shall be maintained in a state of good 
repair, safe, capable of being used without hazard to property or persons.  

(Code 1993, § 10-58; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 5; Ord. of 6-6-2000(1)) 
Sec. 10-89 10-59. Ventilation. 

(a) General. Every habitable room shall have at least one window or skylight facing directly to 
the outdoors for adequate ventilation. At least one window in every habitable room shall be 
of such size and location to allow egress by an average adult in the event of fire or other 
emergency. The minimum window area, measured between stops, shall be eight percent of 
the floor area of such room. Whenever the only window in a room is a skylight-type window 
in the top of such room, the total window area of such skylight shall equal 15 percent of the 
total floor area of such room. Exception: Less than eight percent of the total floor area is 
acceptable, provided there is mechanical ventilation.  

(b) Habitable rooms. Every habitable room shall have at least one window or skylight which can 
easily be opened or such other device as will adequately ventilate the room. The total 
openable window area in every habitable room shall be equal to at least 45 percent of the 
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minimum window area size or minimum skylight-type window size, as required, or shall have 
other approved equivalent ventilation.  

(c) Bathroom and water closet rooms. Every bathroom and water closet compartment shall 
comply with the light and ventilation requirements as in habitable rooms except that no 
window or skylight shall be required in adequately ventilated bathrooms and water closet 
rooms equipped with an approved ventilation system.  

(d) Smoke detectors. Smoke detectors shall be required outside of each sleeping area in the 
immediate vicinity of the bedrooms.  

(Code 1993, § 10-59; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 6; Ord. of 6-6-2000(1)) 
Sec. 10-90 10-60. Space, use and location. 

(a) Room sizes. Every dwelling shall contain at least the minimum room size in each habitable 
room as required by the state residential building code.  
(1) Every dwelling unit shall contain at least 150 square feet of habitable floor area for the 

first occupant, at least 100 square feet of additional habitable area for each of the next 
three occupants and at least 75 square feet of additional habitable floor area for each 
additional occupant.  

(2) In every dwelling unit and in every rooming unit, every room occupied for sleeping 
purposes by one occupant shall contain at least 70 square feet of floor area. Every room 
occupied for sleeping purposes by more than one occupant shall contain at least 50 
square feet of floor area for each occupant 12 years of age and over and at least 35 
square feet of floor area for each occupant under 12 years of age.  

(b) Ceiling height. At least one-half of the floor area of every habitable room shall have a ceiling 
height of not less than seven feet, six inches, measured from the finished floor to the finished 
ceiling.  

(c) Floor area calculation. Floor area shall be calculated on the basis of habitable room area. 
However, closet area and wall area within the dwelling unit may count for not more than ten 
percent of the required habitable floor area. The floor area of any part of any room where 
the ceiling height is less than 4.5 feet shall not be considered as part of the floor area in 
computing the total area of the room to determine maximum permissible occupancy.  

(d) Cellar. No cellar shall be used for living purposes.  
(e) Basements. No basement shall be used for living purposes unless:  

(1) The floor and walls are substantially watertight.  
(2) The total window standards, total openable window area and ceiling height are equal 

to those required for habitable rooms.  
(3) The required minimum window standards of every habitable room are entirely above 

the grade adjoining such window area, except where the window faces a stairwell, 
window well or accessway.  

(4) Every sleeping room shall have at least one window for emergency egress, which 
complies with the state residential building code in effect at the time of construction.  

(Code 1993, § 10-60; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 7; Ord. of 6-6-2000(1)) 
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Sec. 10-91 10-61. Safe and sanitary maintenance. 

(a) Exterior foundation, walls and roofs. Every foundation wall, exterior wall and exterior roof 
shall be substantially weathertight and rodentproof, shall be kept in sound condition and 
good repair, shall be capable of affording privacy, shall be safe to use and capable of 
supporting the load which normal use may cause to be placed thereon. Every exterior wall 
shall be protected with paint or other protective covering to prevent the entrance or 
penetration of moisture or the weather.  

(b) Interior floors, walls and ceilings. Every floor, interior wall and ceiling shall be substantially 
rodentproof, shall be kept in sound condition and good repair, and shall be safe to use and 
capable of supporting the load which normal use may cause to be placed thereon.  

(c) Windows and doors. Every window, exterior door, basement or cellar door and hatchway 
shall be substantially weathertight, watertight, rodentproof, and shall be kept in sound 
working condition and good repair. Minimum size for all interior doorways shall be 30 inches 
for all occupied rooms, including living room, dining room, kitchen, etc., but not including 
closets, bathrooms, etc. Doors shall be provided at all doorways leading to bedrooms, toilet 
rooms and bathrooms, and all rooms adjoining a public space. All doors leading to the 
exterior must have an apparatus for opening and closing the door on both sides, a locking 
mechanism and shall be kept in sound working condition and good repair.  

(d) Stairs, porches and appurtenances. Every outside and inside stair, porch and any 
appurtenances thereto shall be safe to use and capable of supporting the load that normal 
use may cause to be placed thereon and shall be kept in sound condition and good repair. 
Handrails and guardrails must be installed per the guidelines of the North Carolina State 
Residential Building Code, Volume 7.  

(e) Bathroom floors. Every bathroom floor surface and water closet compartment floor surface 
shall be constructed and maintained so as to be reasonably impervious to water and so as 
to permit such floor to be easily kept in a clean and sanitary condition.  

(f) Supplied facilities. Every supplied facility, piece of equipment or utility which is required 
under this article shall be so constructed or installed that it will function safely and effectively 
and shall be maintained in satisfactory condition.  

(g) Drainage. Every yard shall be properly graded so as to obtain thorough drainage of surface 
water to prevent accumulation of stagnant water and to allow positive drainage around the 
foundation of the dwelling unit.  

(h) Noxious weeds. Every yard and all exterior property shall be kept free of species of weeds 
or plant growth, which are noxious or detrimental to health.  

(i) Egress. Every dwelling unit shall be provided with adequate means of egress as required by 
the code in force at the time of construction.  

(Code 1993, § 10-61; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 8; Ord. of 6-6-2000(1)) 
Sec. 10-92 10-62. Control of insects, rodents and infestations. 

(a) Rodent control. Every basement or cellar window used or intended to be used for ventilation, 
and every other opening to a basement which might provide an entry for rodents, shall be 
supplied with screens installed or such other approved device as will effectively prevent their 
entrance.  
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(b) Infestation. Every occupant of a dwelling containing a single dwelling unit shall be 
responsible for the extermination of any insects, rodents or other pests therein or on the 
premises, and every occupant of a dwelling unit in a dwelling containing more than one 
dwelling unit shall be responsible for such extermination whenever his dwelling unit is the 
only one infested. Whenever infestation is caused by failure of the owner to maintain a 
dwelling in a rodentproof or reasonably insect proof condition, extermination shall be the 
responsibility of the owner. Whenever infestation exists in two or more rooms of the dwelling 
containing two or more dwelling units, extermination shall be the responsibility of the owner.  

(c) Rubbish storage and garbage disposal. Every dwelling unit shall be supplied with adequate 
rubbish storage facilities. Every dwelling unit shall have adequate garbage disposal facilities 
or garbage storage containers.  

(d) Screens. For protection against mosquitoes, flies and other insects, every door intended for 
ventilation and opening directly from a dwelling unit to outdoor space shall have installed 
screens and a self-closing device. Windows designed to open shall likewise be supplied with 
screens installed so as to not be permanently affixed to the window frame, sash, or structural 
members of the dwelling unit, and shall be maintained in good condition without rips or 
tears.  

(Code 1993, § 10-62; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 9; Ord. of 6-6-2000(1)) 
Sec. 10-93 10-63. Roominghouses. 

All provisions of this article shall be applicable to roominghouses and bed and breakfast 
establishments, and to every person who operates a roominghouse or a bed and breakfast 
establishment or who operates or lets to another for occupancy any rooming unit in any 
roominghouse or bed and breakfast establishment, except as provided in the following 
subsections:  

(1) Water closet, hand lavatory and bath facilities. At least one water closet, lavatory basin 
and bathtub or shower, properly connected to an approved water and sewer system 
and in good working condition, shall be supplied for each four rooms within a 
roominghouse wherever such facilities are shared. All such facilities shall be located 
within the residence building served and shall be directly accessible from a common 
hall or passageway and shall be not more than one story removed from any of the 
persons sharing such facilities. Every lavatory basin and bathtub or shower shall be 
supplied with hot and cold water at all times. Such required facilities shall not be located 
in a cellar or uninhabitable basement.  

(2) Minimum floor area for sleeping purposes. Every room occupied for sleeping purposes 
by one occupant shall contain at least 70 square feet of floor area. Every room occupied 
for sleeping purposes by more than one occupant shall contain at least 50 square feet 
of floor area for each occupant 12 years of age and over, and at least 35 square feet 
of floor area for each occupant under 12 years of age.  

(3) Sanitary conditions. The operator of every roominghouse shall be responsible for the 
sanitary maintenance of all walls, floors and ceilings and for the sanitary maintenance 
of every other part of the roominghouse. He shall further be responsible for the sanitary 
maintenance of the entire premises where the entire structure or building within which 
the roominghouse is contained is leased or occupied by the operator.  
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(4) Sanitary facilities. Every water closet, flush urinal, lavatory basin and bathtub or shower 
required by subsection (1) of this section shall be located within the roominghouse and 
within a room which affords privacy and is separate from the habitable rooms and which 
is accessible from a common hall and without going outside the roominghouse or 
through any other room herein.  

(Code 1993, § 10-63; Ord. of 4-2-1991(2), § 10; Ord. of 6-6-2000(1) 
 
  Adopted this 16th day of February 2026. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
COMM. DEV. - CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 2026-02 (FOR ZTA 2025-02) 
AMENDING ARTICLES 2, 3, 5, 6, AND 7 OF THE BURKE COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
& PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:00 P.M. 
Patrick Dickinson, Planner, presented zoning text amendment request 2025-02 as follows: 
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Additional information from the agenda packet:  
 

Zoning Text Amendment 2025-02 
 
Applicant: Burke County Community Development 
Request: To amend articles 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 of the Burke County Zoning 
Ordinance. 
  
Staff initiated this text amendment process as part of our continuous effort to 
adjust the zoning code to reflect the expressed needs of our community and 
appointed boards. The primary reason for this update was the regulation of 
residential accessory structures. Under the current ordinance, strict square 
footage limitations have become one of the largest burdens on both staff and 
the Board of Adjustment (BOA). A significant portion of BOA agendas have 
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been dominated by residents applying for special approvals simply to build 
storage for their personal property. 
  
This amendment addresses the issue of increasing allowable accessory 
structure square footage across all lot sizes—from 1,500 sq ft for smaller 
parcels up to 4,000 sq ft for lots over three (3) acres. The amendment also 
introduces a clear tiered setback system and provides a 1,000 square foot 
exemption for existing structures on parcels greater than half an acre. These 
changes will reduce the time and cost burden on residents, staff and the Board 
of Adjustment while maintaining adequate regulation. While addressing the 
accessory structure issue, staff conducted a broader review of the ordinance 
to identify other areas of improvement. We identified the following: 
  
Design Standards: Many design-specific regulations were misplaced in Article 
5 (Use Standards) rather than Article 6 (Design Standards), causing confusion 
for developers and staff. The amendment relocates these provisions, such as 
fence standards and multi-family setback requirements, to their proper location 
in Article 6, significantly improving continuity and helping us work towards a 
UDO (unified development ordinance). 
  
Manufactured Home Parks (MHPs): The existing text contained redundant and 
burdensome technical requirements that discouraged the renovation and 
creation of manufactured home parks, a key asset to addressing Burke's 
housing crisis. The amendment streamlines these regulations by removing 
duplicative requirements for setbacks, parking, and street standards that are 
already addressed in Article 6. 
  
Addressing Gaps: Emerging trends like Tiny Homes and Utility-Scale Solar 
required clear, state-compliant definitions to prevent enforcement issues. The 
amendment adds formal definitions for both uses, coordinated with NC State 
Building Code and General Statute § 130A-309.240, respectively, and 
establishes appropriate regulations, including decommissioning standards for 
solar farms. 
  
Refreshing Special Developments: The current ordinance lacked sufficient 
incentives for creative, environmentally sensitive design. The amendment 
revamps the "Cluster Development" options to offer tangible benefits—
including 25% height increases, 20% density bonuses, and up to 30% parking 
reductions—for developers who protect watershed and environmentally 
sensitive areas. Additionally, a new "Community Master Plan" framework is 
introduced to encourage coordinated, mixed-use neighborhoods rather than 
traditional subdivisions, with flexible standards for projects that demonstrate 
environmental protection and community compatibility. 
  
In addition to these changes, the amendment modernizes development 
procedures in Article 7, transitioning from paper submissions to digital site plan 
sets, clarifying review timelines, and specifying which boards review different 
project types for greater predictability. 
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Complete details of all proposed text additions, deletions, and modifications 
are provided in the attached ordinance. 
  
ROUNDTABLE FEEDBACK 
To ensure these changes were thoroughly vetted, staff formed a community 
roundtable to review the draft text. This process involved in-person discussions 
and an online survey. The roundtable was made up of over 30 individuals from 
a variety of backgrounds and provided valuable feedback to staff. Some of 
these changes are included below: 
  
Tiny Homes: The roundtable expressed concern that the term "Tiny Home" 
was confusing and could be interpreted as allowing RVs or campers as 
permanent dwellings. Staff refined the definition to explicitly coordinate with 
the NC State Building Code, requiring an approved foundation (prohibiting 
wheels/chassis) to clearly differentiate a dwelling from a recreational vehicle. 
  
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs): Initial drafts considered allowing detached 
ADUs for duplex properties. The roundtable raised valid concerns regarding 
density and the potential friction between "duplex neighbors" sharing a 
backyard with a rental unit. Staff removed the provision allowing ADUs for 
duplexes. 
  
Accessory Structure "Discount": Staff proposed an exemption where existing 
structures wouldn't count toward the total cap to help residents. The 
roundtable worried this would lead to overbuilding on very small lots. Staff 
added a threshold requiring a lot to be greater than half an acre to utilize this 
1,000 sq. ft. exemption, ensuring small lots remain uncluttered. 
  
Manufactured Home Parks: While streamlining the manufactured home parks 
text, Staff initially removed a section regarding owner responsibility to rely on 
general code enforcement. The roundtable strongly felt this specific language 
was necessary for accountability. Staff restored the "Responsibility" section, 
clarifying that park owners must maintain units in good order, meeting 
minimum housing standards. 
 
COMMISSIONERS STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
This amendment serves as a direct action toward the Board of Commissioners' 
goal of Community Advancement: "To invest in cultural capital and 
advancement strategies that promote participative governance that elevates a 
community to live, work and play – while also positioning Burke County as a 
community of choice." By reducing unnecessary hurdles for homeowners and 
modernizing our development standards, we are actively positioning Burke 
County as a "community of choice" where regulations facilitate the ability to 
live, work, and play. 
  
STAFF COMMENTS 
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Staff work to keep our ordinances up to date with the needs and requirements 
of Burke County. A zoning code is meant to be a living document, adjusted for 
issues as they are identified by the community and the Board. Besides bringing 
text amendments to the Planning Board, staff consider these changes for 
consistency with the goals identified in the Blueprint Burke Strategic Land Use 
Plan, our roundtable, community input, and the Burke Commissioners Strategic 
Plan. This amendment supports changes to the zoning ordinance to improve 
efficiency, encourage diverse housing options, and ensure regulations do not 
unnecessarily hinder reasonable property use. 
  
PLANNING BOARD DECISION 
ZTA 2025-02 was presented to the Burke County Planning Board at their 
December 4, 2025, meeting. The board reviewed the text amendment and 
heard a presentation from staff detailing the changes proposed to the Burke 
County Zoning Ordinance. The board was highly receptive to the amendment 
as it reduces unnecessary burden on Burke County residents, streamlines the 
ordinance for better understanding, and provides improved options for special 
developments to provide the county with tools to improve our housing crisis. 
The board voted unanimously (4-0) to recommend the amendment to the 
Burke County Board of Commissioners. 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. 
 
Mr. Dickinson received a compliment from Commissioner Stroud on his presentation. Chairman 
Brittain questioned whether the proposed minimum two (2) acre project area requirement for 
multifamily, townhouse, and condominium developments was consistent with recent amendments 
reducing minimum lot sizes in areas served by public water and sewer. Mr. Dickinson explained 
that the provision was intended to govern higher-density multifamily and townhouse 
developments rather than traditional residential subdivisions. Mr. Glines clarified that the 
requirement applies to master-planned developments containing multiple units on a single tract 
and would not prevent a property owner from developing a duplex or similar residential structure 
on an individual lot, provided applicable zoning standards are met. 
 
Commissioner Burns requested clarification regarding the relationship between traditional zoning 
and conditional zoning under the proposed ordinance. Mr. Glines explained that conditional zoning 
utilizes a master-plan approach that allows the Board of Commissioners flexibility to consider site-
specific conditions, development layouts, and community objectives as part of the approval 
process. He noted that developers typically work with staff to determine whether a proposal is 
best suited for conditional zoning and that any proposed conditions would be presented to the 
Board as part of the development plan. 
 
Chairman Brittain inquired about the review process for conditional zoning applications. Mr. Glines 
explained that proposals would first be reviewed by the Site Plan Review Committee, including 
relevant County departments and outside agencies such as NCDOT, before being considered by 
the Planning Board. He stated that the Planning Board would provide recommendations and 
feedback to the Board of Commissioners prior to final consideration of the application. 
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There being no further discussion, Chairman Brittain opened the public hearing at 7:36 p.m. The 
Public Hearing Notice was published in the News Herald on February 5 and 12, 2026. Further, the 
notice was also posted on the County’s website (www.burkenc.org) on February 5, 2026. There 
being no one present to address the Board, the public hearing was closed at 7:36 p.m. He then 
called for a motion.  
 
Motion: To adopt Ordinance No. 2026-02 as it relates to Zoning Text Amendment 
2025-02, Zoning Ordinance Articles 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 to (1) modernize development 
procedures; (2) expand residential accessory structure allowances; and (3) 
reorganize, clarify, and streamline zoning regulations as presented. The Board of 
Commissioners finds this amendment to be reasonable and in the public interest and 
consistent with the goals of the Blueprint Burke Strategic Land Use Plan because: 

1. it promotes efficient land use regulations and diverse housing options, 
2. reduces unnecessary regulatory burdens on property owners, 
3. and supports community advancement by facilitating the ability of residents to 

live, work, and play in Burke County.  
RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner  
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Ordinance No. 2026-02 reads as follows:  
 
AN ORDINANCE MAKING REVISIONS TO THE BURKE COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE  
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF BURKE IN REGULAR 
SESSION ASSEMBLED: 
 
The following changes are hereby made to the Burke County Zoning Ordinance. These changes 
shall be considered effective on the date that this ordinance is approved by the Burke County 
Board of Commissioners. Additions are indicated by underlined text, and deletions are indicated 
by struck through text.
 

2.2 Definitions. 
(a) When used in this ordinance the following words and phrases shall have the meaning 

given in this section: 
. . . 
Dwelling, Tiny Home 
In coordination with the NC State Building Code, a Tiny Home is a residential, single-family 
detached dwelling intended as a primary residence or ADU for permanent occupancy. To be 
considered a Tiny Home, the structure must be built to the North Carolina Residential Building 
Code and meet the following provisions: 

 A maximum of 400 square feet. 
 Built on an approved foundation and not on wheels. 
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 Meets the specific ceiling height provisions for kitchens and lofts as outlined in Appendix 
Q of the North Carolina Residential Code. 

 Adheres to all other applicable structural, plumbing, mechanical, electrical, and energy 
codes. 

. . . 
Solar farm, utility-scale 

thermal) project capable of generating 2 megawatts AC (MW AC) or more directly connected to 
the local or regional electrical grid with the ability to deliver power to the electrical grid. Such 
projects are subject to and shall meet the requirements of NC GS 130A-309.240, as amended. 
 
Article 3.0 Table of Uses 
Residential Uses 
 
 

R-1 R-2 R-3 R-MU PRMU O-I N-B G-B L-I IND CON 

Dwelling 
Units, 
Multiple 
Family Multi-
Family, 
Townhouse 
and 
Condominium 

 S X X S   S   S 

 R-
1 

R-2 R-3 R-MU PRMU O-I N-B G-B L-I IND CON 

Community 
Master Plan by 
Conditional 
Zoning 

CZ CZ CZ CZ CZ   CZ CZ CZ CZ 

Industrial Uses 
 R-1 R-2 R-3 R-MU PRMU O-I N-B G-B L-I IND CON 
Utility 
Scaled 
Solar 
Farm 

   S    S S X  

Article 5.0 Use Standards 
5.1 Accessory Dwelling Units 
A detached accessory dwelling unit or attached accessory dwelling unit may be permitted as an 
accessory use on lots with an existing primary dwelling and shall comply with the following 
requirements:  

a. The accessory dwelling unit and the primary dwelling must be owned by the same person.  
b. No more than one accessory dwelling unit shall be permitted on a single deeded lot in 

conjunction with the primary dwelling unit.  
c. Accessory dwellings shall be connected to the same electrical, water, and wastewater 

disposal system as the primary dwelling if practical.  
 Approval from the Burke County Environmental Health Department is required.   
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d. Accessory dwellings are limited to one thousand (1 ,000) heated square feet of total 
square footage.   

e. Accessory dwellings must be constructed to current NC State Residential Building Code 
standards and must receive a Certificate of Occupancy prior to being habited occupied.   

f. Detached A accessory dwelling units must be located to the side or rear of the primary 
dwelling and meet all applicable setbacks.  

. . . 
g. Accessory dwellings are recommended to be constructed of like materials and must to 

resemble the primary structure in appearance to the greatest extent possible.  
h. The accessory dwelling unit must may share a driveway with the primary dwelling.  
i. No on-street parking is permitted for accessory dwellings.  

5.2 Accessory Structures (Residential) 
For the purpose of this section of the ordinance the calculation of an accessory structure includes 
any section of the structure that is under roof. Accessory structures may be permitted if the unit 
complies with the following requirements:  

a. Accessory structures may be located at least fifteen (15) feet from the side property line 
and at least twenty (20) feet from the rear property line. No accessory structure shall 
be located in the front yard of a residential lot less than one (1) acre in size. 

b. Accessory structures on corner lots shall meet the front setback of the primary dwelling 
for the side street on which it is located. However, as the size of the accessory structure 
increases the required setback increases also. The following table gives the required 
setbacks:  

Size in Sq. Feet  Required Setback  
1,200 or Less   Fifteen (15) Feet  
1,201 to 2,000  Twenty (20) Feet  
The setback shall increase fifteen (15) feet for every additional one thousand (1,000) square 

feet above 2,000 square feet. For all structures greater than two thousand (2,000) square 
feet the setback shall increase fifteen (15) feet for every additional one thousand (1,000) 
square feet.   

Setback 1,500 Sq. Ft. 
standard 
setbacks up 
to 2,399 
Sq.Ft. 

2,400 Sq. Ft., 
up to 3,999  
Sq. Ft. 

4,000 Sq. Ft. or 
larger  

Front 35 50 65 
Side 15 30 45 
Rear 20 35 50 

 
(Note) In no event shall the front yard setback for an accessory structure be less than the 

required setback for a residential structure.  
c. On lots that are less than one (1) acre in size, the total maximum square footage of all 

accessory structure(s) shall be one thousand two hundred (1,200) square feet. On lots 
greater than one acre in size, the maximum square footage allowed shall be one 
thousand five hundred (1,500) square feet. Any lot greater than three (3) acres in size 
may be approved for additional square footage from the Board of Adjustment. Additional 
setbacks and screening requirements may apply. Size Standards for Accessory 
Structures: For parcels greater than one-half (0.5) acre, an exemption of up to 1,000 
square feet may be applied to the footprint of accessory structures already in existence. 
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This exemption allows these existing structures to be excluded from the cumulative 
square footage calculation for the lot. This exemption shall not be calculated as a credit 
to allow any single new structure to exceed the maximum square footage limits 
established below nor shall it result in a negative square footage calculation.  

Lot size Maximum square footage of accessory structure 
Less than one acre 1,500 Sq. Ft. 

1 acre, but < 3 acres 2,400 Sq. Ft. 
3 acres 4,000 Sq. Ft. 

Any accessory structure which deviates from this 
table or is greater than 4,000 Sq.Ft. must be 
approved by the Board of Adjustment  

d. No accessory structure shall be rented or occupied for financial gain nor used for human
habitation.

e. Under no circumstances may a vehicle, enclosed trailer, manufactured home, recreational
vehicle, POD, or similar container be used as an accessory structure.

(image) POD Shipping Container 
f. Mailboxes, newspaper boxes, may be placed in any yard. No zoning permit is needed for

these structures.  A shipping container may be used as an accessory structure with the
following standards: 
(a) May not be stacked on top of one another.
(b) May not exceed a height of 10 feet.
(c) Shall be painted to match the color of the primary dwelling on the property or be
painted a neutral earth tone color or utilize siding to blend in with the local environment. 
(d) Shall be placed and inspected as required for footings and electrical service as
applicable. 

g. Accessory structures will not be permitted on vacant lots without a primary structure unless
the lot is two (2) acres or larger. The maximum combined square footage allowed for all
accessory structures in this case is one thousand five hundred (1,500) square feet. All other
applicable regulations will apply. In such cases the accessory structure shall have a
minimum setback of eighty (80) feet from the front right-of-way or edge of pavement
where no right-of-way exists. Screening shall be required between the structure and
adjacent properties where existing vegetation or distance is insufficient to provide
adequate screening. Screening shall consist of a ten (10) foot opaque evergreen hedge
row meeting the standards for perimeter landscaping found in Section 6.4 of this chapter.
Accessory structures on vacant residential lots may be used for storage purposes only.
Only electric service may be provided to the accessory storage structure. Water and septic
shall not be permitted.

(Note) Temporary structures may be permitted in any zoning district when used in conjunction 
with construction work or when permitted for a temporary event.  
5.4 Reserved Utility Scale Solar Farm Regulations 
Utility scale solar farms are subject to the following requirements: 
Parcel Size 
The minimum parcel size to be considered for a utility scale solar farm is 10 acres 
Setbacks 
The solar panels and other structures related to the operation of the utility scale solar farm shall 
be setback a minimum of 50 feet from external property lines. 
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Landscape Buffering 
A minimum planted landscape buffer shall be provided along all property lines except for 
properties zoned Industrial or Light Industrial. The buffer standards shall meet the requirements 
of Section 6.4 Landscape and Screening Standards.  Existing tree and shrub material may be 
protected and maintained to meet the intent of this ordinance. 
Site Plan 
A site plan for a utility scale solar farm shall be prepared for review and meet the requirements 
of Section 7.10 of this ordinance. Other site development and access needs will comply with 
Section 6 of this ordinance. 
Upon Decommissioning 
Upon decommissioning of the Utility-scaled solar farm, the site shall be restored to the condition 
of the land before the solar farm was constructed so that the land can be used for other activities 
allowed under the zoning ordinance.  All waste or by products of the solar farm must be removed 
from the premises and disposed of in an industrial or municipal solid waste landfill. 
Local, State and Federal Requirements 
A utility-scaled solar farm must meet the requirements of local, state and federal requirements 
including that of NC Session Law 130A-309.240 and successors. This covers registration, plan 
approval, reports and decommissioning of the solar farm at the cessation of its useful life. 
5.5 Manufactured Home Parks  
Watershed Protection Ordinance 
All manufactured homes as well as regular homes must comply with the Burke County Watershed 
Protection Ordinance. Manufactured home parks are urged to consider cluster or planned unit 
development.  
Permit for Manufactured Home Parks Required  
It shall be in violation of this ordinance for any person to establish or make on-site improvements 
for any manufactured home park before a plan has been approved by the Board of Adjustment 
and the proper permits have been obtained. A manufactured home park permit may be revoked 
by the Board of Adjustment upon violation of the requirements of this ordinance exists; provided 
that: 1. the owner, lessee, or other responsible person is notified in writing of the violation and, 
2. five (5) days has passed since the written notice was received by the owner/developer. It shall 
be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to continue the use of a manufactured home 
park or manufactured home lot after a permit has been revoked. (For penalties refer to Article 8, 
Administration, Appeals and Enforcement)  
Manufactured Home Spaces  
All manufactured homes within the park shall be located in designated manufactured home 
spaces. There must be at least three (3) manufactured home spaces available at first occupancy 
to qualify as a manufactured home park. All manufactured home parks must meet the minimum 
lot size requirements.  
Setback Requirements  
Setbacks within manufactured home parks shall be twenty (20) feet from front yard, ten (10) feet 
side yard, twenty (20) feet corner side yard and ten (10) feet rear yard. 0 All porches and decks 
must meet setbacks.  
Manufactured Home Placement  
Each manufactured home shall be set up and installed within the park in accordance with the 
State of North Carolina regulations for the installation of manufactured homes adopted and 
published by the North Carolina Department of Insurance. Each manufactured home space shall 
contain at least five thousand (5,000) square feet of ground area and be clearly defined by 
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concrete or iron pipe markers placed at all corners.or by establishing concrete patios. Each 
manufactured home space shall be graded to prevent any water from ponding or accumulating 
on the premises. All drainage of the park must be confined or piped in such a way that it will not 
endanger any water supply. Each manufactured home space shall have a site number, and 
permanent lettering two and one-half (2 ½) inches high attached or painted on the electrical 
service.  
Responsibility  
Every manufactured home must be maintained by its owner in good order meeting all applicable 
local, state, and federal minimum housing standards.  
It shall be the responsibility of the manufactured home park owner on which a manufactured 
home park is located to ensure that each manufactured home setup meets all local, state, and 
federal regulations.  
Off-Street Parking Requirements  
Each manufactured home space shall have two (2) off-street parking spaces with a stone or 
gravel base on top of a well compacted sub-base. These parking areas shall be provided and 
maintained by the owner or operator of the park. Alternatively, community off-street parking 
areas may be provided within the manufactured home park.  
Public Street Access  
No manufactured home space within a manufactured home park shall directly access a public 
road. A driveway permit must be obtained from the North Carolina Department of Transportation 
for access to a public road. Access to all manufactured homes and accessory structures within 
the manufactured home park shall be made using internal streets.   
Internal Street Standards  
Internal streets shall be a minimum width of twenty (20) feet wide constructed of asphalt, 
concrete, pavement, or gravel/stone, and be maintained to provide access. Permanent dead- end 
streets shall have a cul-de-sac forty (40) feet in diameter. The park developer must have an 
engineer licensed in the State of North Carolina to certify that these minimum road standards 
have been met. Traffic control signs and street name signs shall be installed where necessary. 
Street lighting shall be required throughout the park. Standards for manufactured home parks 
will comply with section 6.3 Access Management and Parking Standards 
Underpinning  
All manufactured homes in the park shall have continuous underpinning of wood, masonry, or 
some other similar exterior grade material which is non-combustible in nature, unpierced except 
for required ventilation. If the tongue, axles, transporting lights, and removable towing apparatus 
are not removed, it shall be screened from view from any adjoining public street right-of-way. 
Such screening shall be in the form of natural plantings or opaque walls or fences.  
Screening  
All proposed manufactured home parks shall provide a screen or buffer between the park and 
any property adjacent to the park. If a landscape buffer is used, it shall meet the standards of 
perimeter landscaping described in Section 6.4 Landscape and Screening Standards. Compliance 
with this section shall constitute either planting a double row of evergreens staggered a maximum 
of six (6) feet apart and being a minimum of three (3) feet in height, or erection of a fence, or 
screen, a minimum of seven (7) feet in height to block visual access.If fencing is used for 
screening it must meet the standards found in the Fences section of 6.4. 
Steps & Decks 
All manufactured home spaces in proposed parks shall have a solid, well-constructed set of steps 
and decks as required by the building code. for use by tenants. Loosely stacked brick, block, and 
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the like, do not meet the requirements of this section. It shall be the responsibility of the park 
owner to furnish the steps.  
Ground Maintenance  
The grounds of a manufactured home park shall be kept free of trash, liter, and debris. Grounds, 
buildings, and storage areas shall be properly maintained to prevent the infestation of rodents, 
vermin, and insects. It shall be the responsibility of the manufactured home park owner to 
maintain the manufactured home park in accordance with these standards at all times.  
Site Plan Requirements   
A site plan application shall be submitted plat at a scale no greater than on hundred (100) feet 
to one (1) inch shall be completed by a registered surveyor and submitted to the Zoning 
Administrator and must shall include the following information:  

1. The proposed name of the park  
2. The name of the owner/owners of the parcel  
3. The name of the designer/surveyor of the park  
4. The tax identification number of the parcel  
5. The deed book and page of the parcel 
6. Boundaries of the tract shown with bearings and distances  
7. Streets, driveways, open areas, parking spaces, service buildings, water courses, 

easements, flood plains, setbacks, the right-of-way of the interior driveway, 
manufactured home spaces and all existing structures  

8. Vicinity map showing the location of the park and the surrounding land usage  
9. Date, graphic scale, and approximate north arrow  
10. Location of public water and sewer if available  
11. Acreage in total tract, acreage in park for other land usage and site calculations for each 

manufactured home space  
12.6. Total number of manufactured home spaces 
In addition to the above site-specific requirements a site plan prepared by a registered 

architect, engineer, landscape architect, or land surveyor licensed in the State of North 
Carolina is required. All site plans must comply with the requirements set forth in Please 
see Section 7.10 for site plan requirements.  

Issuance of a Zoning Permit.  
After the park plan has been approved, the Zoning Administrator shall issue a Compliance Permit. 
If the construction of the park has not begun within twelve (12) months from the date of issuance, 
the Compliance Permit will become null and void. However, the Zoning Administrator may grant 
an extension of the Zoning Permit if the developer shows cause.  
Effects on Existing Manufactured Home Parks.  
Existing mManufactured home parks that do not meet all of the requirements of this ordinance, 
are operating as existing approved parks may continue to operate in their current state and will 
remain unaffected by this ordinance, subject to the following:  

a. However, Aany expansion, addition, or alteration of these parks must conform to the 
regulations established in this ordinance for the affected area.  

ab. If such an existing parks should cease operation for a period of twelve (12) consecutive 
months then the park shall not reopen until it complies with the regulations contained 
in this ordinance, as well as all other applicable state and local laws.  

bc. If such an existing parks have a manufactured home space(s) that becomes vacant or 
ceases to have electrical service for a period of twelve (12) consecutive months, and if 
taxes cease to be paid for the space, then the space shall cease to exist as a usable 
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space within the park. If the loss of a space reduces the number of spaces required to 
constitute a manufactured home park, then the park shall cease to exist.  

Note: Having an existing septic does not guarantee a the use of an existing manufactured 
home space which may still be subject to septic verification, compliance and maintenance as 
applicable.  
Other Applicable Statutes and Requirements  
Class A, B, C, & D manufactured homes may be placed in properly permitted manufactured 
home parks. Issuing a permit under the provisions of this section shall in no way affect any 
other type of approval required by any other statute or ordinance of the local, state, or federal 
government, but shall be construed as an added requirement. 

5.6 Multi-Family, Townhouse, and Condominium  
Multi-family, townhouse, and condominium developments shall be subject to the following 
requirements:  
General/Specific Requirements  

a. Minimum lot or overall project area shall be two (2) acres.  
b. Minimum lot area per building is fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet for the first unit 

and three thousand (3,000) square feet for each additional unit.  
c. Setbacks shall follow the residential setbacks listed in Article 3. Minimum front yard depth 

for each building is thirty-five (35) feet.  
d. Minimum rear yard depth for each building is thirty (30) feet.  
e. Minimum side yard depth for each building when adjacent to street is thirty (30) feet.  
f. Minimum side yard depth for each building when adjacent to a private drive or side lot 

line is fifteen (15) feet.  
g. Minimum side yard depth for each building when adjacent to another building in the 

project area is twenty (20) feet.  
d. h.Minimum distance between buildings is forty (40) feet set by the NC Building Code.  
i. Maximum area covered by all buildings is thirty (30%) percent, unless utilization of the 

10/70 option as allowed per the Burke County Watershed Protection Ordinance is 
permitted.  

e. j.Minimum of five (5%) ten (10%) percent of the project area, excluding including 
swimming pool and all related facilities, is to be designated and developed as a 
recreational open space.  

Site Plan Requirements  
In addition to the above site-specific requirements a site plan prepared by a registered architect, 
engineer, landscape architect, or land surveyor licensed in the State of North Carolina is required. 
Please see Section 7.10 for site plan requirements.  
Off Street Parking Requirements and Interior Access Standards 
There shall be two (2) parking spaces for each dwelling unit.   
Off Street Parking Requirements and Interior Access Standards shall meet the parking and access 
standards found in Article 6.3 Access Management and Parking Standards. 
5.7 Planned Unit Development Reserved 
Intent  
The Planned Unit Development (PUD) District encourages the master planning of multiple and/ 
or mixed uses with flexibility in development of land and creative designs that are not possible 
under conventional zoning regulations.  A PUD allows for the adjustment of changing demands 
to meet the current needs of the community by meeting one or more of the following:  
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1. Encourages well planned development that promotes economical and efficient land uses  
2. To provide for recreation and/or open space opportunities for public use  
3. Allows a planned and coordinated mix of land uses that are compatible but were 

previously discouraged by conventional zoning  
4. Promotes clustering of structures and others uses in order to preserve natural amenities 

and environmental assets such as woodlands, wetlands, floodplains, view corridors and 
scenic areas  

5. To protect or preserve existing historical buildings, structures, features or places 
6. To provide an appropriate balance between the intensity of development and the ability 

to provide adequate public facilities and services; or  
7. To provide appropriate housing, employment, service and shopping opportunities to suit 

the needs of the residents. 
In order for a lot to qualify as a Planned Unit Development it must meet the following criteria: 

a. This option may not be used for the purpose of avoiding the applicable zoning requirements.  
b. The PUD shall provide a public improvement that would protect existing and future uses 
from the impact of the proposed use or alleviate an existing or potential problem relating to 
public facilities. The Planned unit Development shall also meet one or more of the following 
objectives:  

1. To provide open spaces, such as parks, and market or festival spaces for public use  
2. To provide infrastructure, such as streets, sidewalks, and lighting consistent with the 

Master Plan.  
3. To promote the goals and objectives of the Master Plan.  

Planned Development Unit Site Plan 
In addition to the above site-specific requirements a site plan prepared by a registered architect, 
engineer, landscape architect, or land surveyor licensed in the State of North Carolina is required. 
Please see Section 7.10 for site plan requirements.  
Density 
A Planned Unit Development may permit densities or lot sizes that are different from the 
applicable zoning district. This may be achieved through clustering of lots. A PUD may also permit 
the mixing of land uses that would not otherwise be permitted.  
A Cluster Subdivision shall not contain more lots than a conventional subdivision would allow. 
Utilities 
Planned Unit Developments must have access to public water and sewer connections. All electric, 
cable, and other utilities shall be underground in a planned development. In proposed cluster 
subdivisions where public water and/or sewer are not available and some or all of the proposed 
lots are smaller than the minimum lot size, each proposed lot shall be provided safe and adequate 
water and sewer service.  
Minimum Lot Area 
The minimum lot area required to establish a Planned Unit Development shall be 2 acres.  

a. Common areas for preservation, recreation and/or open space are provided in an amount 
equivalent to the total reduction in lot size. Common areas shall not be less than 20% of the 
development's total acreage.  
b. The common area can be used for a well and septic system. 

Open/Recreational Space 
Open space for recreation is required in a Planned Unit Development for residential uses. The 
amount of open space shall be based on the number of units in the development.  
Commercial Building Design Requirements  
All commercial construction shall meet the minimum standards of this ordinance. 
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5.20 Residential Fences Reserved 
Fences 
A fence or retaining wall in any residential use district may be erected provided the wall or fence 
does not exceed eight (8) feet in height. For retaining walls, the height limitations specified in 
this ordinance shall apply only to the height above the top of the soil retained by the wall.  
Fencing and retaining walls shall be maintained in a safe condition and shall be kept in good 
repair. All fences shall be uniform in construction and painted or stained with natural earth tone 
colors, or specially treated for protection from the weather.  
Any retaining wall over 48 inches in height shall require a building permit (see example below). 
Fences and retaining walls shall contain no writing, graffiti, murals or secondary Messages.  
Zoning Requirements 
Fences, or retaining walls are required whenever a non-residential use, abuts an established 
residential use or residential zoning. 
Fences in residential Use Districts 
Fences or retaining walls in any residential use district, may be erected provided the wall or fence 
does not exceed eight (8) feet in height. For retaining walls, the height limitations specified in 
this ordinance shall apply only to the height above the top of the soil retained by such wall.   
Any fence or retaining wall placed in the front yard must be outside of any rights-of-way or 
easements. 
Administrative Requirements 
Each application for a zoning permit or certificate of occupancy shall include the location and type 
of buffer strip, fence, or retaining wall to be erected. 
Article 6.0 - Site and Building Development and Design Standards 

6.4 Landscape and Screening Standards 

. . .  

Residential Fences  

A fence or retaining wall in any residential use district may be erected provided the wall or 
fence does not exceed eight (8) feet in height.  
For retaining walls, the height limitations specified in this ordinance shall apply only to the 
height above the top of the soil retained by the wall.  
Fencing and retaining walls shall be maintained in good repair. All fences shall be uniform in 
construction and painted or stained with natural earth tone colors, or specially treated for 
protection from the weather.  
Any retaining wall over 48 inches in height shall require a building permit (see example below).  
Note: Fences and retaining walls shall contain no writing, graffiti, murals or secondary 
Messages.  
Zoning Requirements Fences, or retaining walls are required whenever a non-residential use, 
abuts an established residential use or residential zoning.  

6.6 Special Developments 
. . . 
B. Cluster Developments – Watershed Overlay Areas 
Watersheds are managed in Article 4.4 of this development code, and this section is designed to 
align with NC regulations surrounding drinking water shed area protection.  Development in 
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watershed areas should be undertaken with special care of the water resources and special land 
features adjacent to and draining into watershed areas. 
Any scale of development in a watershed overlay area may utilize the options for cluster 
developments – watershed overlay areas. Developments will follow the watershed regulations for 
the amount of impervious built-upon area permitted and are subject to the following 
requirements: 

 Cluster development is encouraged to utilize non-curb and gutter street system option to 
qualify; and 

 The site will utilize stormwater BMPs if required by NC DEQ; and 
 Setbacks will be required from blue-line mapped streams for development and disturbance 

determined by data on USGS 15-minute quadrangle maps and will be no less than 30’ 
from top of bank for each side of the stream as applicable. 

 
Subject to the provisions in the 4.4 Watershed, for projects allowed for and following the Special 
Intensity Allocation (SIA) 70/ 10 rules the impervious built upon area may be developed up to 
70% of the lot area.  Projects utilizing this rule will be mapped and acreage calculated accounting 
for the special intensity development. 
Height 
For residential developments utilizing this option, building height may be exceeded by 25% to 
accommodate vertical residential development. 
Density 
For residential, commercial and mixed-use developments utilizing this option, site densities may 
be exceeded by 20%. This density allowance can be either for lot size or number of units, as 
appropriate. 
Parking and Site Access Standards 
All parking and site access standards shall follow the regulations found in Article 6.3 Access 
Management and Parking Standards with the allowance for a parking reduction of up to 30% for 
uses in this section. Pervious paving is encouraged. 
C. Development by Approved Community Master Plan  
Development by community master plan utilizing available utilities provides unique opportunities 
for special developments for Burke County.  This type of development may include a mix of uses 
that are coordinated together through access, placement, design elements, open space and 
environmental protection. Depending on the location of the proposal the uses may include 
residential, commercial and industrial uses through intentional community building. 
Goals of a development by community master plan include: 

1. Efficient use of the land 
2. Utilization of public utilities where available 
3. Protection of waterways, sensitive habitats and scenic areas 
4. Compatibility with the surrounding community fabric 
5. Enhance goals identified in the plans adopted for Burke County 

Lot Area 
The minimum lot area needed to establish a Development by Community Master Plan shall be 2 
acres. 
Individual development lots sizes within the master plan are not limited except as approved with 
the development plan. 
Setback Standards 
Setback standards shall follow the requirements of Article 3 and will be measured from external 
property lines. 
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In addition to these setbacks, setbacks will be required from blue-line mapped streams for 
development and disturbance areas determined by data on USGS 15-minute quadrangle maps 
and will be no less than 30’ from top of bank for each side of the stream as applicable. 
Access and Parking Standards 
Access and parking requirements are outlined in Article 6.3 of this section.  Parking shall be 
exempt from minimum standard parking numbers and shall be considered based on the master 
plan. 
Landscape and Screening Standards 
Landscaping and screening requirements will meet the standards outlined in Article 6.4 of this 
section. 
Approval of a Community Master Plan  
This type of development follows the approval process for 8.11.2 Conditional Zoning 

Article 7.3 Uses Subject to Site Plan 
The following types of development may be subject to the site plan review process: 

1. All commercial and industrial facilities
2. All institutional facilities such as schools, hospitals, and clubs
3. All residential developments involving three (3) or more dwelling units in one
building or on one lot
4. Manufactured (mobile) home park
5. Special exceptions when specified in this ordinance; include all developments
subject to special overlay district requirements for site plan submittal
6. Multi-family, townhouse and condominium Townhouse development projects
7. Special Planned unit development projects, including cluster development and
community master planned projects
8. Recreational vehicle parks are subject to special site plan requirements
9. Other uses when specified by the Planning Board or Board of Commissioners

Article 7.4 Minor Site Plan Review 
A minor site plan review is required when any new construction, addition, renovation, or change 
in use involves one of the following categories: 

a. Industrial developments involving five (5) or less acres of land
b. Commercial buildings, structures, or developments who's current or proposed gross floor

area is less than 50,000 square feet
c. Any development that involves less than fifty (50) dwelling units consisting of duplexes,

townhouses, or multi-family residential buildings
d. Planned unit Special developments that have less than five (5) separate building units

and/or that meet any of the criteria listed in this section
e. Development meeting the criteria listed in this section and located in a special overlay

district
Article 7.5 Major Site Plan Review 
A major site plan review is required when any new construction, addition, renovation, or change 
in use which involves one of the following categories: 

a. Industrial developments involving more than five (5) acres of land
b. Commercial buildings, structures, or developments whose current or proposed gross floor
area is greater than 50,000 square feet
c. Institutional buildings, structures, or developments
d. Any manufactured housing park or recreational vehicle park
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e. Any development that involves more than fifty (50) dwelling units consisting of duplexes, 
townhouses, or multi-family residential buildings f. Planned unit developments that have 
more than five (5) separate building units and/or that meet any criteria listed in this section. 
g. Any development meeting the criteria listed in this section and locating in a special 
f. Planned unit Special developments that have more than five (5) separate building units 
and/or that meet any criteria listed in this section. 
g. Any development meeting the criteria listed in this section and locating in a special overlay 
district., and  
h.Any other uses specified by the Planning Board or Board of Commissioners. 

Article 7.6 Site Plan Review Process 
Pre-Application Conference 
A pre-application conference with the Zoning Administrator, County Planner, or their designee is 
required for all major site plan reviews to determine the appropriate procedure to be followed 
and discuss the proposed project. All applicants submitting a plat subject to site plan review are 
encouraged to schedule a pre-application conference with the Zoning Administrator, County 
Planner, or their designee. The pre-application conference may include a discussion of the 
provisions affecting the proposed project that must be adhered to and any other appropriate item 
affecting the proposal. 
Minor Site Plan Review Process 
Any applicant required to submit a minor site plan for review shall submit seven (7) paper copies 
a digital set of the site plan to the Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator may require 
the applicant to provide additional copies of the site plan when deemed necessary. 
If further review or consultation is necessary, the The Zoning Administrator shall notify members 
of the site plan review committee within three (3) business days of submittal of a complete site 
plan. Copies of the minor site plan shall be available for review by the site plan review committee 
until the applicant has been notified of a decision. The site plan committee will be convened to 
review the plan and provide comment. 
The Zoning Administrator shall notify the applicant of a decision within two (2) weeks of the site 
plan review submittal along with any comments from the site plan review committee.  
Appeals of decisions of the Planning Administrator shall be made in accordance with this 
ordinance. 
Major Site Plan Review Process  

1. Any applicant required to submit a major site plan for review shall submit seven (7) 
paper copies a digital set of the site plan to the Planning Administrator.  

2. The Planning Administrator shall forward copies of the submitted will share the site plan 
to the members of the site plan review committee within three (3) business days of 
submittal of a complete site plan. members of the site plan review committee within 
three (3) business days of submittal of a complete site plan.  

3. The site plan review committee shall convene to review the provided site plan and 
provide written comments to the Planning Administrator within fifteen (15) business 
days of plan submittal. Comments will be provided to the applicant. 

4. Within five (5) business days of receiving written comments from the site plan review 
committee, the Planning Administrator shall notify the applicant in writing the decision 
of the site plan review. If adjustments to the plan are required, a revised plan may be 
submitted to the Planning Administrator before the site plan is scheduled for review by 
the approving body. 

5. The major site plan proposal will be reviewed by the appropriate Burke County Board 
as follows:   
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 The Board of Adjustment will review specific site plans for projects that are 
designated in Article 3 Table of Uses as ‘S’ requiring a special permit for that use and 
zoning district.   

 The Planning Board will review specific site plans for projects that are designated 
with an ‘X’, as permitted use by right for that use and zoning district. 

 Community master plans will be reviewed by the Planning Board for a 
recommendation and will have final review by the Burke County Board of Commissioners 
outlined in the process for conditional zoning in this ordinance. 

6. After the board has reviewed the site plan, the outcome of the board’s decision will be 
conveyed to the applicant.  If the application is approved, the applicant can apply for a 
zoning permit and other site development permits depending on the proposal.  If the 
application is denied, the applicant will be notified in writing of reasons of denial. 

5.7. Appeals of decisions of the Zoning Administrator or specific review boards shall be made 
in accordance with this ordinance

 
  Adopted this 16th day of February 2026. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for informal public comments at 7:37 p.m. There being no one 
present to address the Board, Chairman Brittain closed this portion of the meeting at 7:37 p.m.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
BCPS - PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL DATA FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DECEMBER 
31, 2025   
In accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement approved by the County and the Board of 
Education, the Board of Education provided the County with quarterly financial reports for the 
2025 - 2026 budget year, showing the application of the County's local funding by the end of 
each fiscal quarter during the pre-agenda meeting. These reports will be presented to the 
County's Board of Commissioners in November 2025, February 2026, and May 2026, respectively. 
 
This space is intentionally left blank.  
 

170



February 16, 2026 (Regular)

Page 86

Motion: To accept the report as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud

WPCC - PRESENTATION ON FINANCIAL DATA FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DEC. 31, 
2025 
An overview of the College’s financial data was presented for the period ending December 31, 
2025, at the pre-agenda meeting.
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Motion: To accept the report as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud

TDA - FINANCIAL UPDATE FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DEC. 31, 2025
In accordance with Session Law 2007-265, HB 78, the Tourism Development Authority must 
report quarterly and at the close of the fiscal year to the Burke County Board of Commissioners 
on its receipts and expenditures for the preceding quarter and for the year in such detail as the 
board may require.

This space is intentionally left blank. 
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Motion: To accept the report as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud

CLERK - APPOINTMENTS / REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE WPRTA
The County appoints a member and an alternate to the Western Piedmont Regional 
Transportation Authority, aka Greenway Transportation.  Alan Glines, Deputy County Manager / 
Planning Director, is the voting member, and Bradley Kirkley, Assistant Planning Director / Zoning 
Administrator, occupies the alternate seat. Terms are for three (3) years. Mr. Glines has an 
upcoming retirement at the end of February.   
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Motion: To appoint Bradley Kirkley to the WPRTA (Seat No. 1) to complete the 
remainder of a 3-year term ending June 30, 2028, and to appoint Linwood "Patrick" 
Dickinson to the WPRTA (Seat No. 2 - alternate) to complete the remainder of a 3-
year term ending June 30, 2028.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
CM - BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 8 - $20,000   
Approval was requested for Budget Amendment No. 8, which recognizes an increase in election 
reimbursement revenues received over the original budgeted appropriation. These funds are 
primarily from the City of Hickory due to a required primary. The municipalities reimburse the 
County for any direct costs of their elections held without a county-wide election at the same 
time.  
 
Motion: To adopt Budget Amendment No. 8. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Budget Amendment No. 8 reads as follows:  
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 8 
FY 25-26 

 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 8 
REVENUES AND EXPENSES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
REVENUES 

100-41500-04-434101- Election Fees $20,000   
EXPENSES 

100-41502-05-510500- Poll worker expense $15,715   
100-41502-05-534010- Technology  $4,273   
100-41500-05-551000- Advertising $12   
  
Purpose: To recognize increased election reimbursement revenues, primarily from the City of 
Hickory, related to costs incurred for a required municipal primary election. The municipalities 
reimburse the County for any direct costs of their elections held without a county-wide election at 
the same time. 
 
A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 

 
  Adopted this 16th day of February 2026. 
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 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
CM - BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 9 - $650,000 (NET ZERO) 
Approval was requested for Budget Amendment No. 9, which recognizes a request from Western 
Piedmont Community College (WPCC) for reimbursement from the funds set aside for capital 
projects. These projects include electric panel replacements, chiller replacement, and renovations 
to classrooms and labs for dental education. These funds were budgeted in the original approved 
budget as set aside until requested by WPCC. They will be disbursed after invoices are presented 
by WPCC to reimburse costs related to the projects. Any funds not used by these projects will 
continue to be set aside for future capital needs of WPCC. 
 
Motion: To adopt Budget Amendment No. 9. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Budget Amendment No. 9 reads as follows:  
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 9 
FY 25-26 

 
BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 9 
REVENUES AND EXPENSES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
EXPENSES 

221-58500-30-599999- Budget set aside   $650,000 
221-58500-30-590050- Capital Funds $650,000   
  
Purpose: To reimburse Western Piedmont Community College for approved capital projects, 
including electrical panel replacements, chiller replacement, and classroom and lab renovations, 
using funds previously set aside in the adopted budget. Any funds not used by these projects will 
continue to be set aside for future capital needs of WPCC. 
 
A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 
 
  Adopted this 16th day of February 2026. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
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 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
CM - BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 10 - $2,000 
Approval was requested for Budget Amendment No. 10, which recognizes an increase in donation 
revenues received over the original budgeted appropriation. These funds are from the Town of 
Hildebran for a Senior Day Celebration at the East Burke Senior Center. 
 
Motion: To adopt Budget Amendment No. 10. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Budget Amendment No. 10 reads as follows: 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 10 
FY 25-26 

 
BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 10 

REVENUES AND EXPENSES 
ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 

REVENUES 
100-54501-06-436500- Donation $2,000   

EXPENSES 
100-54501-20-561500- Program Supplies $1,000   
100-54501-20-562600- Food Expense $1,000   
  
Purpose: To recognize funds received from the Town of Hildebran for a Senior Day Celebration. 
 
A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 
 
  Adopted this 16th day of February 2026. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
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Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
CM - BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 11 - $52,000   
Approval was requested for Budget Amendment No. 11, which recognizes an increase in grant 
revenues. These funds are from the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(ASPCA). 
 
Motion: To adopt Budget Amendment No. 11. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Budget Amendment No. 11 reads as follows: 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 11 
FY 25-26 

 
BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 11 

REVENUES AND EXPENSES 
ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 

REVENUES 
100-46200-06-436500- Donation $52,000   

EXPENSES 
100-46200-10-586000- Grant Expenses $52,000   
  
Purpose: To recognize funds received from the ASPCA for spay and neuter services, food for a pet 
pantry, preventive care, vaccines, and other related supplies. 
 
A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 
 
  Adopted this 16th day of February 2026. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
CM - BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 12 - $15,800 
Approval was requested for Budget Amendment No. 12, which recognizes an increase in donation 
revenues received over the original budgeted appropriation. These funds are from the Gateway 
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Wellness Foundation to address senior food insecurity. Funds will be used for additional shelf-
stable meals and home-delivered meals for Burke County seniors. 
 
Motion: To adopt Budget Amendment No. 12. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Budget Amendment No. 12 reads as follows: 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 12 
FY 25-26 

 
BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 12 

REVENUES AND EXPENSES 
ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 

REVENUES 
100-54502-06-436500- Donation $15,800   

EXPENSES 
100-54502-20-562600- Food Expense $15,800   
  
Purpose: To recognize a donation received from the Gateway Wellness Foundation to address 
senior food insecurity in Burke County. 
 
A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 
 
  Adopted this 16th day of February 2026. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
CM - BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 13 - $310,130   
Approval was requested for Budget Amendment No. 13, which recognizes an increase in donation 
revenues received over the original budgeted appropriation. These funds are from the 
Overmountain Victory NC Trail Friends ($160,130) and the Friends of the Fonta Flora Trail 
($150,000).  These funds will be paid to the NCDOT for the creation of a sidewalk on NC 126. 
 
Motion: To adopt Budget Amendment No. 13. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Budget Amendment No. 13 reads as follows: 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 13 
FY 25-26 

 
BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 13 

REVENUES AND EXPENSES 
ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 

REVENUES       
215-21505-06-436515- Donation $310,130   

EXPENSES       
215-21505-25-586000- NCDOT Project-Canal Bridge area $310,130   

  
Purpose: To recognize funds received from the Overmountain Victory NC Trail Friends ($160,130) 
and the Friends of the Fonta Flora Trail ($150,000). These funds will be paid to the NCDOT for 
them to administer for the creation of a sidewalk and related appenditures off the bridge, as well 
as the high-visibility crosswalk pavement markings. The sidewalk will be on NC 126 from Benfield’s 
Landing Road across Bridge 0368 to Eastside Avenue in Nebo. The total project is anticipated to 
be $1,550,000, with NCDOT providing $1,240,000, and the NCDOT will manage the entire project. 
They will also maintain the sidewalk on the bridge with the County responsible for all sidewalk and 
sidewalk-related appendages off the bridge after creation. 
 
A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 
 
  Adopted this 16th day of February 2026. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
CM- BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 14 - $1,000,000 
Approval was requested for Budget Amendment No. 14, which recognizes a grant received from 
the NC Office of State Budget Management (OSBM). These funds are awarded through the Helene 
Local Government Capital Grants Program. They will be used to make repairs to streambanks 
near County owned water and sewer lines and manhole covers impacted by Tropical Storm 
Helene. No County match is required. 
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Motion: To adopt Budget Amendment No. 14. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Budget Amendment No. 14 reads as follows: 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 14 
FY 25-26 

 
BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 14 

REVENUES AND EXPENSES 
ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 

REVENUES 
210-21006-01-433100- OSBM Grant $1,000,000   

EXPENSES 
210-21006-60-586000- Streambank Restorations $1,000,000   
  
Purpose: To recognize grant funding received from the NC Office of State Budget Management 
(OSBM). These funds are awarded through the Helene Local Government Capital Grants Program. 
They will be used to make repairs to streambanks near County owned water and sewer lines and 
manhole covers impacted by Tropical Storm Helene. No County match is required. No funds were 
awarded through FEMA Public Assistance reimbursements.  
 
A copy of these amendments shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer of 
the County to be kept on file for direction in the disbursement of funds. 
 
  Adopted this 16th day of February 2026. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
FINANCE - PROPERTY SURPLUS SALES (RESERVE REQUIREMENTS MET) 
Bids have been received through GovDeals for the sale of 12 County-owned real properties. 
Reserve amounts were established to ensure recovery of outstanding taxes and fees. Nine (9) of 
the 12 properties received high bids that met or exceeded the minimum reserve amounts. 
 

REID# Address Acres Reserve  High Bid Vs. Reserve 
23217 9737 Lakeview Drive 0.38 acres  $   2,100   $       2,475   $     375.00  
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16893 1716 Laurel Drive 0.20 acres  $   1,000   $       2,525   $    1,525.00  
37261 West View Trail 0.45 acres  $ 10,000   $     10,000   $             -    
20313 2668 Pine Mountain Drive 0.06 acres  $   1,000   $       2,375   $    1,375.00  
9797 2664 Pine Mountain Drive 0.06 acres  $   1,000   $       2,600   $    1,600.00  
29737 Old NC 18 1.32 acres  $   1,500   $       1,725   $      225.00  
32899 3095 Music Mountain Road 0.63 acres  $   3,500   $       3,800   $      300.00  
34337 Mallard Road 0.57 acres  $   3,100   $       3,800   $      700.00  
44993 37TH Street SW 0.14 acres  $   2,500   $       2,625   $      125.00  

 
Motion: To approve property sales for the nine (9) listed properties that met or 
exceeded reserve amounts. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
FINANCE - RUTHERFORD COLLEGE TAX COLLECTION AGREEMENT 
This was a request to approve an agreement between the Town of Rutherford College and the 
County of Burke, authorizing the County to collect taxes on behalf of Rutherford College. The 
following agreement would take effect on July 1, 2026. Other taxes in the County for which the 
county collected taxes include: Connelly Springs, Drexel, Glen Alpine, Hildebran, Long View, 
Rhodhiss, and Valdese.  Rutherford College approved this agreement at their January 5th meeting.  
 
Motion: Approve the agreement between the Town of Rutherford College and Burke 
County as presented and authorize the Chairman to execute the agreement on behalf 
of the Board, subject to review and/or revision by the County Attorney. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 
CLERK - APPOINTMENTS TO THE OPIOID ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, reported that the terms for Seats No. 4 (Educators), No. 7 
(Employers), and No. 10 (Stakeholders with Diversity) on the Opioid Advisory Committee expired 
on February 14, 2026. Dr. Welch currently occupies Seat No. 4 but is no longer available to serve 
on the committee. Applications on file for Seat No. 4 include Rob Angley, a school counselor, and 
Ava Yamouti, Dean of Health and Public Services at Western Piedmont Community College. Katie 
Olsen currently occupies Seat No. 7, and Hannah Houston occupies Seat No. 10. Both members 
have reapplied to serve a second term. The terms are for three (3) years ending February 14, 
2029. 
 
Applications on file: 

 Seat No. 4, educators: Rob Angley and Ava Yamouti 
 Seat No. 7, employers: Katie Olsen and Jessie Stout (2025). 
 Seat No. 10, stakeholders with diversity: Hannah Houston 
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Chairman Brittain called for a motion.  
 
Motion: To remove Dr. Welch's name from the Opioid Advisory Committee roster and 
thank him for his service to the community. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for nominations for Seat No. 4, educators. Commissioner 
Barrier nominated Ava Yamouti. Hearing no further nominations, Chairman Brittain closed the 
floor for nominations and moved to appoint Ms. Yamouti. 
 
Motion: To appoint Ava Yamouti to the Opioid Advisory Committee, Seat No. 4, 
educators, for a 3-year term ending February 14, 2029. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for nominations for Seat No. 7, employers / business leaders. 
Commissioner Barrier nominated Katie Olsen. Hearing no further nominations, Chairman Brittain 
closed the floor for nominations and moved to appoint Ms. Olsen. 
 
Motion: To appoint Katie Olsen to the Opioid Advisory Committee, Seat No. 7, 
employers/business leaders, for a 3-year term ending February 14, 2029. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Chairman Brittain called for a motion for Seat No. 10, stakeholders with diversity. 
 
Motion: To reappoint Hannah Houston to the Opioid Advisory Committee, Seat No. 10, 
stakeholders with diversity, for a 3-year term ending February 14, 2029. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Brian Epley, County Manager, responded to a clarifying question from Chairman Brittain.  
 
CM - UPDATE ON THE OPIOID ABATEMENT TEAM   
Dr. Katie Samuels, Opioid Response Director, provided an update on the Opioid Abatement Team 
and related funded initiatives, including current overdose trends, program operations, staffing, 
and early outcomes, as follows:  
 
This space is intentionally left blank.  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Dr. Samuels responded to a 
clarifying question from Commissioner Barrier.  
 
Commissioner Barrier inquired about the availability of 2025 overdose fatality data and asked for 
clarification regarding a recent funding request discussed by the Opioid Advisory Council. Dr. 
Samuels explained that preliminary 2025 overdose data should be available in the coming weeks 
through the State's vital records system, although official certification of death records generally 
lags by approximately six (6) months. Regarding the funding request, Dr. Samuels stated that 
staff had paused consideration of the proposal to conduct additional research into existing 
provider capacity, waitlists, and community needs to determine whether the requested services 
would address an unmet need. Commissioner Barrier emphasized the importance of ensuring 
funding decisions are based on demonstrated community needs. 
 
Commissioner Burns requested clarification regarding overdose-related data and whether 
emergency department coding practices adequately distinguish between overdose patients and 
individuals exposed to opioids in the course of their employment. Dr. Samuels explained that 
much of the available data is derived from hospital coding practices and may not always 
distinguish between those circumstances. Brian Epley, County Manager, noted that a previously 
reported spike in overdose-related incidents had largely been attributed to coding inconsistencies 
and stated that the County has since implemented additional quality assurance measures by 
comparing hospital data with information collected through EMS, community paramedicine, and 
911 systems. Dr. Samuels added that partnerships with local agencies and healthcare providers 
have improved the accuracy and timeliness of locally reported data. 
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Commissioner Stroud asked about the involvement of faith-based organizations in the County's 
substance use prevention and recovery efforts. Dr. Samuels reported that several churches have 
participated in naloxone training programs and stated that additional faith-community 
involvement on the Opioid Advisory Committee and related initiatives would be welcomed. 
Commissioner Stroud expressed support for expanding partnerships between local churches and 
organizations involved in prevention, treatment, and recovery efforts. 
 
There being no further discussion, Chairman Brittain called for a motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
FINANCE - PROPERTY SURPLUS SALES (RESERVE REQUIREMENTS NOT MET) 
Information from the agenda packet:  
 

Bids have been received through GovDeals for the sale of 12 County-owned real 
properties. Reserve amounts were established to ensure recovery of outstanding taxes 
and fees. Three (3) properties did not receive bids meeting the reserve amounts. 

 
REID# Address Acres Reserve  High Bid Vs. Reserve 
12638 Rockyford Street 0.92 acres  $   5,000   $       3,250   $  (1,750.00) 
38040 Kirksey Drive 1.01 acres  $ 22,500   $     15,201   $  (7,299.00) 
38041 Kirksey Drive 1.47 acres  $ 22,500   $     17,000   $  (5,500.00) 

 
For these properties, the Board can (1) decline the high bids and repost the properties 
with the same reserve amounts, (2) decline the high bids and repost with revised 
reserve amounts, (3) accept the high bids as received, or (4) take any other lawful 
direction regarding the disposition of the properties. Board direction is requested. 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for discussion. A conversation ensued regarding the bids 
received for the surplus properties, including the reserve amounts, the County's costs associated 
with the properties, the GovDeals bidding process, and the potential benefits of relisting the 
properties for additional marketing. The Board reached a consensus to reject the bids. Chairman 
Brittain then called for a motion. 
 
Motion: To decline the high bids received for REID# 12638 (Rockyford Street) in the 
amount of $3,250; REID# 38040 (Kirksey Drive) in the amount of $15,201; and 
REID# 38041 (Kirksey Drive) in the amount of $17,000, and to direct staff to repost 
the properties for sale with reserve amounts as currently listed.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
TAX - TAX COLLECTION REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING JANUARY 31, 2026 
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John Bridgers, Tax Administrator, presented the Tax Collection Report for the period ending 
January 31, 2026, as follows:  
 

 
 

 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he called for a 
motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the Tax Collection Report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
TAX - TAX RELEASE AND REFUND REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING JANUARY 31, 2026  
John Bridgers, Tax Administrator, presented the Releases and Refunds Report for the period 
ending January 31, 2026, as follows: 
 

Tax System Refunds and Releases 

Report Amount Rebilled Amount Net Release Refund Amount 

$8,496.99 $1,558.29 $6,938.70 $0.00 
 

VTS Refunds Over $100 

 Refund Amount 

VTS Adjustments $0.00 
 
This space is intentionally left blank.  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he called for a 
motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the Tax Release and Refund Report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
CM – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PRIVATE SALE TO A NONPROFIT 
Brian Epley, County Manager, presented a resolution for consideration declaring surplus library 
books and authorizing their sale to the Library Foundation for $1. Proceeds from the Foundation's 
resale of the books would support library operations and other public purposes. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he called for a 
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motion.  
 
Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2026-04. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
Resolution No. 2026-04 reads as follows:  
 
BURKE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 
  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONVEYANCE OF USED LIBRARY MATERIALS TO LIBRARY 
FOUNDATION OF BURKE COUNTY, INC. 

 
WHEREAS, Burke County, North Carolina (the “County”) routinely acquires books for use by the 
library operated by the County, known as the Burke County Public Library (the “Library”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Library periodically removes from circulation certain books and other library 
materials that are obsolete, worn, damaged, duplicative, or otherwise no longer needed for 
Library purposes; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. § 153A-176 authorizes the County to dispose of personal property and to use 
the procedures set out in Chapter 160A, Article 12 of the North Carolina General Statutes; and 
 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. § 160A-279 authorizes the County to convey personal property by private sale 
to a nonprofit corporation if the County is authorized by law to appropriate money to the 
corporation; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. § 153A-449(a) authorizes the County to “contract with and appropriate money 
to any person, association, or corporation, in order to carry out any public purpose that the county 
is authorized by law to engage in”; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Library Foundation of Burke County, Inc. (the “Library Foundation”) is a nonprofit 
corporation whose mission includes supporting the Burke County Public Library, providing public 
access to information for a diverse community, and offering lifelong learning opportunities 
through innovative and educational programming; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. § 153A-261 provides that “it is the policy of the State of North Carolina to 
promote the establishment and development of public library services throughout the State”; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. § 153A-263 authorizes the County to “[a]ppropriate funds to carry out the 
provisions of” Article 14 of the North Carolina General Statutes (“Libraries”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the County is permitted to appropriate funds to the Library Foundation because the 
Library Foundation exists for the purpose of promoting library services in Burke County, which is 
a public purpose, and the County is therefore permitted to convey personal property to the Library 
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Foundation by private sale; and  
 
WHEREAS, the procedural provisions of N.C.G.S. § 160A-267 apply to the sale of personal property 
by the County to nonprofit corporations carrying out public purposes; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners wishes to authorize the appropriate County officials to 
dispose of used library materials by conveying them to the Library Foundation by private sale.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  RESOLVES THAT: 

 
1. The County Manager and/or the Library Director are each authorized to convey by private 

sale to the Library Foundation any personal property owned by the County meeting the 
following description: 

 
Books, magazines, journals, periodicals, and other similar library materials 
acquired by the County for use by the Burke County Public Library that are not in 
regular circulation in the Library as of the date of this resolution (the “Used Library 
Materials”). 

 
2. The Used Library Materials shall be conveyed by private sale at a negotiated price. The 

Used Library Materials may be conveyed pursuant to one single transaction or pursuant to 
a series of transactions. 
 

3. The Library Foundation shall use the Used Library Materials to support library services and 
programming for the public in Burke County, as well as for any other public purposes. 
 

4. The County Clerk shall publish a notice summarizing the contents of this resolution once 
after its adoption, and no sale shall be consummated hereunder until 10 days after its 
publication. 

 
 Adopted this 16th day of February 2026. 
 
 /s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
 Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
 Burke Co. Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 
 
REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
Chairman Brittain shared information on upcoming meetings and community events, then 
encouraged people to get out and vote. He invited youth groups to sign up to lead the Pledge of 
Allegiance at Commissioners' meetings, religious leaders to sign up with the Clerk to deliver the 
invocation and encouraged citizens to spay or neuter their pets. Further, he issued friendly 
reminders to not litter, to pick up trash, and to cover your loads when transporting trash to the 
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landfill or a convenience site. 

Commissioner Stroud encouraged the public to participate in upcoming America 250 activities and 
events. Commissioner Burns expressed appreciation for Planning Director Alan Glines' service to 
Burke County and announced that he had recently been sworn in as Chairman of the Western 
Piedmont Council of Governments Policy Board and to a third term on the Board of Directors of 
the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners. Commissioner Burns also shared that 
his family was anticipating the arrival of a new grandchild. 

Chairman Brittain, Commissioners Smith and Barrier, County Manager Epley, and Clerk Draughn 
all expressed their appreciation for Mr. Glines' service and extended their best wishes on his 
upcoming retirement. 

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CLERK - BOARDS & COMMITTEES VACANCY REPORT 
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, announced the following vacancies on county boards or 
committees as follows:  

Adult Care & Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee
Burke County Public Health Advisory Board
Hickory Regional Planning Commission
Drexel Planning Board - ETJ Members & Alternate
Partners Health Management’s Human Rights Committee
Council on Aging
Library Board of Trustees - Hildebran Resident
Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC)
Burke Senior Center Advisory Council

Chairman Brittain encouraged citizens to participate and get involved. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN. 

CLOSED SESSION - NONE 

RESULT: NOT NEEDED, NOT HELD. 

ADJOURN 
Motion: To adjourn at 8:21 p.m. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 
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