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MINUTES 
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

PRE-AGENDA MEETING 

The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a pre-agenda meeting on Monday, March 2, 
2026, at 3:00 p.m. in the Commissioners' Meeting Room, Burke County Services Building, 110 
N. Green Street, Entrance E, in Morganton, North Carolina. The meeting was streamed live on
the County’s YouTube channel, BurkeCountyNC, and it was broadcast on the local cable
systems. The agenda, in its entirety, was posted to the County’s website, www.burkenc.org,
several days prior to the meeting. Pursuant to Resolution No. 2024-17, adopted and effective
on August 20, 2024, the Burke County Board of Commissioners conferred upon itself all the
power, duties and responsibilities of the Board of Health and the Social Services Board. Those
present were:

COMMISSIONERS: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
Brian Barrier 
Randy Burns 
Mike Stroud  

STAFF: Brian Epley, County Manager 
Margaret Pierce, Finance Director/Deputy County Manager 
Dylan Laws, Wilson, Lackey, Rohr & Hall P.C. 
(Late: Arrived at 3:03 p.m.) 
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, Clerk to the Board 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Brittain called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion: To approve the agenda as amended, with the addition of Items for Decision 
No. 6, Application for Public School Building Repair and Renovation Funds.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Phil Smith, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns and Mike Stroud 

PRESENTATIONS 

BOC - RECOGNITION OF THE DRAUGHN HIGH SCHOOL CHEER TEAM  
Chairman Brittain explained that the Board will recognize Head Coach Macy Dula and the 
Draughn High School Cheerleading team for winning the North Carolina High School Athletic 
Association (NCHSAA) Small Varsity DII Game Day division State Championship at their regular 
meeting.  

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

CD - FRIENDS OF FONTA FLORA PRESENTATION OF GRANT MATCH FUNDS 
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Sarah Chabaane, Planner – Trails Specialist, reminded the Board that the Canal Bridge Sidewalk 
Project has been under development since 2021 and represents a critical connection between 
the Fonta Flora State Trail and the Overmountain Victory State Trail. She explained that the 
project will construct approximately 480 feet of sidewalk on the Canal Bridge over NC 126, 
connecting an existing section of trail within Lake James State Park to a future trail segment on 
the opposite side of the bridge. 

Ms. Chabaane reported that the Friends of the Fonta Flora State Trail (F3ST) and the 
Overmountain Victory North Carolina State Trail Friends Group (OVNCST) committed funding 
toward the local match required for the project’s grant funding. She noted that representatives 
from F3ST would attend the regular meeting to ceremonially present a $150,000 contribution 
toward the required local match, while OVNCST had previously been recognized for its 
contribution. She explained that this contribution represents the final component needed for the 
County to submit the necessary paperwork and allow the project to move forward to the next 
phase under NCDOT’s administration. 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting. 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

CD - RECOGNITION OF JAINNY ESTRADA, NCSSM'S ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF 
STUDENT SERVICES  
Sarah Chabaaane, Planner – Trails Specialist, explained that the North Carolina School of 
Science and Mathematics hosts a school-wide Day of Service each year on Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day and regularly provides meaningful volunteer opportunities for students across the 
communities it serves. Jainny Estrada, Assistant Director of Student Services, leads and 
coordinates this impactful day of student volunteerism in addition to her many other 
responsibilities. 
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This year, Ms. Estrada organized and coordinated student volunteers throughout Burke County, 
partnering with organizations including Friends of Valdese Rec, Burke County Animal Services, 
and Fonta Flora County Park. Students worked alongside County staff and volunteers from Lake 
James Environmental on stormwater restoration projects and other community improvement 
efforts. Jainny and the students are deeply grateful to the community organizations and site 
leaders who host and mentor them, making this work possible through strong and lasting 
partnerships. 

Recognition was requested for Jainny Estrada for her leadership, coordination, and dedication to 
fostering civic engagement and service among students, and for the continued collaboration 
between the School and Burke County community partners that make this day such a success. 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

BOC - PROCLAMATION DECLARING APRIL 18TH AS LINEMEN APPRECIATION DAY 
Chairman Brittain requested approval of a proclamation declaring April 18, 2026, as Linemen 
Appreciation Day in Burke County, and recognized a few linemen and women who were in 
attendance. 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Commissioner Burns and 
Chairman Brittain expressed their appreciation to the linemen for their dedication, service, and 
willingness to respond during emergencies and adverse weather conditions, recognizing the 
essential role they play in serving the community. There being no further discussion, this item 
was moved without objection to the next meeting.  

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

BR - RECOGNITION OF 2026 NC1 COMMUNITY IN RECOVERY ADULT & YOUTH 
AWARD WINNERS (PLACEHOLDER) 
Tracy Hall, Burke Recovery, stated that she will present the winners selected to receive 
statewide recognition for their leadership, advocacy, and service in advancing mental health 
awareness and substance use recovery efforts across North Carolina at the Board’s regular 
meeting. The 2026 award categories include: 

• Youth/Young Adult Voice Award – Recognizes a North Carolina youth or young adult
under the age of 26 who has demonstrated exceptional leadership in championing
mental health awareness or substance use recovery initiatives. This award highlights the
powerful role young leaders play in reducing stigma and promoting resilience among
their peers.

• Recovery Champion Awards – Honors three individuals (one each from western, central,
and eastern North Carolina) who have made significant and lasting contributions to
mental health advocacy, substance use recovery, community education, and/or recovery
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support services. These recipients exemplify leadership, compassion, and sustained 
commitment to improving outcomes for individuals and families impacted by behavioral 
health challenges. 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
BOC - RECOGNITION OF DANNY SCALISE, LOCAL HEALTH DIRECTOR, FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO BURKE COUNTY 
Chairman Brittain announced that they will recognize Danny Scalise, who has served as the 
local health director since July 12, 2021, at their regular meeting. Dr. Scalise has accepted a 
new position, and April 3, 2026, is his last day of employment with Burke County.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
BOC - RECOGNITION OF KAY DRAUGHN, CLERK TO THE BOARD, ON HER 
RETIREMENT 
Chairman Brittain explained that Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, is retiring at the end of 
March after serving in this role for the past 14 years.  Including accumulated leave, she has 
over 30 years of local government service. Clerk Draughn will be recognized at the regular 
meeting.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. In a lighthearted remark, 
Commissioner Stroud reflected on the number of staff departures and retirements that had 
occurred during his brief tenure on the Board.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
BOC - PROCLAMATION FOR SOCIAL WORKER APPRECIATION MONTH 2026 
Chairman Brittain relayed that the Commissioner Barrier requested the approval of a 
proclamation declaring March as Social Worker Appreciation Month, which recognizes the 
dedication, expertise, and impact of social workers in Burke County and beyond. 
 
Additional information from the agenda packet:  
 

The 2026 theme, "Social Workers: Uplift. Defend. Transform," highlights how 
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social workers not only care deeply about people but also take meaningful 
action to support individuals, families, and communities. Social workers are at 
the forefront of addressing critical societal challenges, including mental 
health and substance use disorders, income inequality, and homelessness. 
Their work spans hospitals, schools, government agencies, social service 
organizations, and more, making them essential to the well-being of our 
society. 
 
Social work is one of the fastest-growing professions in the U.S., with 
demand projected to increase 6% by 2034, reinforcing the vital role social 
workers play in shaping stronger, healthier communities. This proclamation 
serves to honor their contributions, acknowledge their commitment, and 
emphasize the importance of self-care for those in helping professions.  

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CHAMBER - PROCLAMATION DECLARING APRIL 2026 AS BURKE IMPACT GROUP 
(B.I.G.) CHALLENGE MONTH 
Due to a scheduling conflict, Tonia Stephenson, President of the Burke County Chamber of 
Commerce, was unable to attend the meeting. Chairman Brittain explained that the Burke 
Initiative Group (BIG) Challenge is an expansion of the Chamber's annual litter sweep and 
incorporates a broader range of community service projects designed to benefit Burke County. 
 
Additional information from the agenda packet:  
 

In previous years, the Burke County Chamber of Commerce held an annual 
litter sweep event; however, for 2026, the BCCOC has expanded the litter 
sweep concept into a broader, month-long initiative entitled the B.I.G. 
Challenge (Burke Impact Group Challenge). The initiative will run throughout 
the month of April and is designed to encourage diverse forms of community 
service beyond litter pickup. 
 
While environmental cleanup remains a core component, the B.I.G. Challenge 
invites businesses, civic groups, churches, nonprofits, and other organizations 
to participate in service activities such as: 

• Community litter removal and beautification efforts 
• Hosting baby showers for organizations supporting new mothers 
• Sewing blankets for hospice patients 
• Assisting with the construction of Habitat homes 
• Building accessibility ramps for residents in need 
• Other volunteer-driven community improvement projects 
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The expanded format allows broader participation by groups that may not be 
able to engage in litter collection but wish to contribute meaningfully to the 
community. 

  
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CLERK - REMOVAL OF ALAN GLINES AS PLAT REVIEW OFFICER FOR BURKE COUNTY 
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, requested the adoption of a resolution removing Alan Glines 
as a plat review officer for Burke County, due to his upcoming retirement. This removal should 
not have any impact on service delivery in the Community Development Department. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CLERK - ADULT CARE & NURSING HOME COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
REMOVAL 
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, stated that Kathleen Andrews has resigned due to increased 
family commitments. This was a request to remove her name from the official roster and thank 
her for her service to the community.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved to the following meeting without objection.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CLERK- SOCIAL SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD REMOVAL & APPOINTMENT  
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, explained that Officer Keith Bowman has resigned from the 
Social Services Advisory Board. This was a request to remove his name from the official roster 
and thank him for his service to the community. This at-large seat has a term that expires 
September 30, 2027.  
 
Applications on file: 
2026: None. 
2025: Christian Cothren 
 

 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
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moved to the following meeting without objection.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CLERK - APPOINTMENTS AND REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE RECREATION 
COMMISSION 
Kay Druaghn, Clerk to the Board, noted that the following seats on the Recreation Commission 
have terms that are set to expire on March 31, 2026: 
 

4   Valdese / R. College   Jonathan Carter   A-UT 4/19/2022 
        211 Windsor St   R 5/16/2023 

        
Connelly Springs, NC 
28612   TE 3/31/2026 

        
6   Hildebran / Icard   Ricky Barnes   A-UT 4/19/2022 
        3001 Hodges St   R 5/16/2023 

        
Connelly Springs, NC 
28612   TE 3/31/2026 

        
8   Ray Childers   Curtis Hildebran   A-UT 3/15/2022 

            R 5/16/2023 
            TE 3/31/2026 
        

11   Salem   Sarah Ellis   A-UT 8/18/2025 
            TE 3/31/2026 
        

13   Mtn. View   
LaPorsche 
Cuthbertson   A-UT 3/15/2022 

            R 5/16/2023 
            TE 3/31/2026 

 
Rick Barnes and Sarah Ellis have both expressed interest in serving another term and 
maintained perfect attendance at all meetings held in 2025. There have been no meetings in 
2026 to date. Jordan Phillips is stepping down from service. Pursuant to the Burke County Code 
of Ordinance, Chapter 50, Article I, Sec. 50-29 (b), Seat No. 4, representing Valdese / 
Rutherford College, is no longer eligible for representation on the commission. The ordinance 
provides that each youth athletic playing district must participate in three (3) or more county 
youth sporting leagues to qualify for representation. Valdese / Rutherford College currently 
participates in only two (2) county leagues and therefore no longer meets the eligibility 
requirements. As such, the seat must be removed by action of the Board of Commissioners. 
 
The following applications have been received:  
 

• Seat No. 7, W.A. Young: Landon Cook 
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• Seat No. 8, Ray Childers: Katlyn "Katie" Greer 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CLERK - APPOINTMENT TO THE LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, stated that the Library Board of Trustees is a 9-member 
advisory Board which meets quarterly and provides guidance on the County’s three (3) libraries. 
Seat No. 8, Hildebran, was previously held by Jennie Cook, who recently reached the maximum 
number of allowable terms. Martitia “Marti” Smith has applied to fill the vacancy. The three (3) 
year term will expire on December 31, 2028. 
 

 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved to the following meeting without objection.  
  

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CM - APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 15 - $2,580,000 
Brian Epley, County Manager, requested approval of Budget Amendment No. 15, which 
recognizes a grant awarded by the NC Department of Public Instruction (NC DPI) to the Burke 
County Public Schools for the replacement of HVAC at Freedom High School. These funds are 
awarded under the Helene Recovery Grant program. Capital funds from NC DPI are disbursed 
under the CORE banking program and require the County to act as the disbursement agent. 
Funds are disbursed on a reimbursement basis to the school system. No County funds are 
involved, but this does require a budget amendment for both the County and the school 
system.  
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 15 
REVENUES AND EXPENSES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
REVENUES    
150-00000-01-433000- Helene Recovery Grant $2,580,000  

EXPENSES 
150-00000-30-550502- FHS HVAC Project $2,580,000  
 
Purpose: recognizing grant funds awarded by the North Carolina Department of Public 
Instruction (NC DPI) to Burke County Public Schools for HVAC replacement at Freedom High 
School under the Helene Recovery Grant Program. The County will serve as the disbursement 
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agent for these State capital funds through the CORE banking program, with reimbursements 
issued to the school system.  

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved to the following meeting without objection.  
   

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CM - APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 16 - $14,277 
Brian Epley, County Manager, requested approval of Budget Amendment No. 16, which 
recognizes additional allocations from NC DHHS to the Department of Social Services.  
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 16 
REVENUES AND EXPENSES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
REVENUES 

100-52000-01-433440- DSS Administrative Funds $14,277  
EXPENSES 

100-52070-20-554001- Foster Care Board Payments $14,277  
 
Purpose: To recognize $14,277 in funds allocated by NC DHHS for Emergency Placement 
services to support foster care placement stability for children with behavioral health needs. 
No County funds are required. 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CM - APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 17 - $26,760 
Brian Epley, County Manager, requested approval of Budget Amendment No. 17, which 
recognizes additional allocations from NC DHHS to the Department of Social Services. 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 17 
REVENUES AND EXPENSES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
REVENUES 

100-52000-01-433440- DSS Administrative Funds $26,760  
EXPENSES 

100-52070-20-554010- Family Reunification $26,760  
 
Purpose: To recognize $26,760 in funds allocated by NC DHHS for Family Reunification 
services to support safe and stable families. No County funds are required. 
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CM - APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 18 - $5,600 
Brian Epley, County Manager, requested approval of Budget Amendment No. 18, which 
recognizes additional allocations from NC DHHS to the Department of Social Services. 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 18 
REVENUES AND EXPENSES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
REVENUES 

100-54500-01-433100- US DHHS $5,600  
EXPENSES 

100-54500-20-586000- SHIIP GRANT $5,600  
 
Purpose: To recognize $5,600 in funds allocated by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services to provide shredding services for senior citizens to help prevent 
Medicaid and other identity fraud. Services will be offered at the East Burke and 
Morganton Senior Centers. No County funds are required. 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved to the following meeting without objection.  
   

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CM - APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 19 - $36,550 
Brian Epley, County Manager, requested approval of Budget Amendment No. 19, which 
recognizes additional funds donated from the Library Foundation to support countywide library 
activities.  
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 19 
REVENUES AND EXPENSES 

ACCOUNT NUMBER DESCRIPTION INCREASE DECREASE 
REVENUES 

100-55500-06-436500- Library Donations $36,550  
EXPENSES 

100-55500-25-569025- Children Programming-Valdese $4,015  
100-55500-25-569050- Children Programming-Hildebran $2,341  
100-55500-25-569075- Children Programming-Morganton $4,665  
100-55500-25-569125- Young Adult Programming $6,306  
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100-55500-25-569150- Adult Programming $5,548  
100-55500-25-569200- Library Support $13,675  
 
Purpose: To recognize a $36,550 donation from the Library Foundation to support 
additional activities throughout the County. No County funds are required. 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 
CLERK - REMOVAL & APPOINTMENT - VETERANS SERVICE BOARD 
Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, requested the removal of Mr. Curtis Hildebran. Several 
applications have been received for consideration. Members of the Veterans Services Board 
must have an honorable record of service. Ms. Eller is currently verifying the eligibility of the 
following applicants: 

• Geronimo Blancaflor applied in November 2025 and listed VSB as his first choice. 
• Jim Frady applied in July of 2025 and listed VSB as his first choice. 
• Amber Puett applied in November 2025 and listed VSB as her third choice. 
• Amber Puett applied in November 2025 and listed VSB as her third choice. 
• Dillon Smith applied in September 2025 and listed VSB as his first choice.  
• Jodi Volker applied in November 2025 and listed VSB as her second choice. 

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
CM - APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE 2026 SPRING CITIZENS ACADEMY 
(PLACEHOLDER) 
Brian Epley, County Manager, requested that the Board select 20 participants for the Spring 
Citizens Academy. This free, seven (7) week program will educate residents about county 
government through themed weekly sessions held from April 9, 2026, to May 21, 2025. 
Sessions will take place on Thursday from 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at rotating locations 
throughout the county. 
 
Applications on file at the time of agenda distribution are listed in the order received: 

1. Rich DeAugustinis - 2/21   
2. Posie George - 2/21 
3. Karla Busch - 2/21 
4. Roy Ashkenza - 2/21 
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5. Mica Banks* - 2/22 
6. Glen Keaton - 2/22 

*Ms. Banks works in Burke County, but lives in Catawba County. 
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
TAX - TAX COLLECTION REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY 28, 2026 
(PLACEHOLDER) 
John Bridgers, Tax Administrator, will present the Tax Collection Report for the period ending 
February 28, 2026, at the regular meeting.  
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
TAX - TAX RELEASE AND REFUND REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY 28, 
2026 (PLACEHOLDER) 
John Bridgers, Tax Administrator, will present the Release and Refund Report for the period 
ending February 28, 2026, at the regular meeting. 
 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
TAX - ORDER TO ADVERTISE 2025 DELINQUENT REAL PROPERTY TAXES (PLACE 
HOLDER) 
John Bridgers, Tax Administrator, requested approval to advertise the delinquent taxes as 
required by law. 
 
Additional information from the agenda packet: 
 

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 105-369, the Tax Collector shall report to the 
governing board the total amount of unpaid taxes for the current fiscal year 
that are liens on real property. 
  
Under this statute, the Board orders the Tax Collector to advertise these tax 
lines on all unpaid real property. Also, a notice must be sent to the owner of 
record. This notice shall be sent at least 30 days before the advertisement is 
to be published, to the last known address. These notices state that the 
owner’s name will be advertised if taxes are not paid in full by Tuesday, 
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March 31, 2026. The Tax Office mailed these notices in February 2026 (see 
sample). 
  
This Delinquent Tax Notice, which is required to be sent before advertising in 
the newspaper, also serves as the Debt Setoff (DSO) Notice for Burke 
County. The Debt Setoff Notice is featured on the front page and is further 
explained on the reverse side of the document. This notice gives taxpayers 
30 days to pay their delinquent taxes and avoid Burke County intercepting 
their North Carolina Income Tax refund. 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
FINANCE - APPLICATION FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING REPAIR AND 
RENOVATION FUNDS 
Margaret Pierce, Finance Director / Deputy County Manager, requested approval of drawing 
down funds for Burke County Public Schools’ capital improvement projects.  
 
Additional information from the agenda packet:  

A portion of lottery proceeds are deposited into a special fund administered 
by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction called the Public-
School Building Repair and Renovation fund. This fund is used by counties to 
address their school capital needs. Monies deposited into the fund 
accumulate and earn interest until drawn down by the county. In order to 
draw down funds, the Board of County Commissioners and the Board of 
Education must approve and submit an application for an eligible project. The 
Burke County Public Schools are requesting $325,000 from these funds to 
replace Patton High School HVAC control system units that are at end of life. 
This project meets the guidelines for the use of these funds. 

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
 

RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 
CM - PRESENTATION OF THE FY 25-26 MID-YEAR REPORT (PLACE HOLDER) 
Brian Epley, County Manager, explained that this is a placeholder for the mid-year financial 
report for FY 25-26, which will be presented at the regular meeting.   

 
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, this item was 
moved without objection to the following meeting.  
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RESULT: MOVED WITHOUT OBJECTION TO THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 16, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
OTHER DISCUSSION ITEMS - NONE 
Chairman Brittain requested that Board members submit their reports to the Clerk for inclusion 
in the regular meeting agenda packet. He reminded attendees of upcoming Board of 
Commissioners meetings, encouraged citizens to participate in upcoming elections, highlighted 
several upcoming community events, and encouraged interested individuals to register for the 
Spring Citizens Academy. Chairman Brittain also invited youth groups to lead the Pledge of 
Allegiance at future meetings and encouraged faith leaders to contact the Clerk's Office if 
interested in delivering an invocation. He concluded by asking those present to keep individuals 
affected by the conflict involving Iran in their thoughts and prayers. 
 
ACTION ITEMS  
 
DSS - DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE FOR THE PERIOD ENDING JANUARY 31, 2026 
Korey Fisher-Wellman, DSS Director, presented the DSS monthly operational report as follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments. Commissioner Stroud asked 
about accommodations for children who must remain in DSS custody and whether adequate 
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space would be available in the planned facility. Mr. Fisher-Wellman explained that while the 
department seeks to avoid creating a group-home environment, designated space is available to 
provide temporary accommodations, including sleeping, shower, laundry, and visitation 
facilities, and similar accommodations are planned for the new building. 
 
Commissioner Barrier inquired whether substance abuse was a contributing factor in the recent 
child custody cases discussed. Mr. Fisher-Wellman stated that substance use was involved in all 
of the cases, although it was not always the primary reason for DSS involvement. 
 
Chairman Brittain asked whether the cases involved multiple children from the same families. 
Mr. Fisher-Wellman clarified that the eight (8) petitions involved eight (8) separate children 
from eight (8) different families. 
 
There being no further discussion, Chairman Brittain called for a motion.  
 
Motion: To accept the report as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

 
HEALTH - QUARTERLY REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DEC. 31, 2025 
Danny Scalise, Local Health Director, presented a quarterly operational report as follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, he called for a 
motion.  
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Motion: To accept the report as presented. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

CM - REQUEST TO APPROVE PROPERTY PURCHASE, CONTRACTS WITH PARTNERS 
HEALTH MANAGEMENT & PROJECT ORDINANCE - FACILITY-BASED CRISIS CENTER 
Brian Epley, County Manager, presented information regarding the purchase of real property for 
use as a 16-bed facility-based crisis center to serve adults experiencing behavioral health or 
substance use crises, contracts between Partners Health Management and Burke County, and 
the associated Capital Project Ordinance. Highlights of his presentation were as follows:  
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions or comments; there being none, Chairman 
Brittain called for several motions.  

Motion: To approve the purchase of real property (REID # 6606) located at 722 E. 
Union Street in Morganton for use as a facility-based treatment center in the 
amount of $870,000. Further, to authorize the Chairman, County Manager and 
Finance Director to execute closing documentation on behalf of the Board. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Motion: To approve contracts between Partners Health Management and Burke 
County totaling $6,503,541 as presented, and to authorize the County Manager to 
execute the contracts on behalf of the Board. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Motion: To adopt Capital Project Budget Ordinance No. 2026-03 in the amount of 
$6,503,541. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Stroud, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Capital Project Ordinance No. 2026-03 reads as follows: 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE FACILITY 
CAPITAL PROJECT BUDGET ORDINANCE 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Burke County, that, pursuant to 
Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the following capital 
project ordinance is hereby adopted:  
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Section 1. The project authorized is the purchase and renovation of a property to be 
used for substance abuse recovery.  

Section 2. The officers of the County are hereby directed to proceed with the capital 
project within the budget contained herein. 

Section 3. The following revenues are available to complete this project: 
Interlocal agreement with Partners Health Management $ 6,503,541 

Total $ 6,503,541 

Section 4. The following amounts are appropriated for the project: 
Property purchase $   870,000 
Renovations  5,633,541 

Total $6,503,541 

Section 5. The Finance Director is hereby directed to maintain within the Capital Project 
fund sufficient specific detailed accounting records. Any funds remaining at the end of this 
project will revert to Partners Health Management. 

Section 6. Copies of this capital project budget ordinance shall be furnished to the Clerk 
to the Board for direction in carrying out this project. 

Adopted this 2nd day of March 2026. 

/s/: Jeffrey C. Brittain 
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman 
Burke County Board of Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

/s/: Kay Honeycutt Draughn  
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC 
Clerk to the Board 

Note: Chairman Brittain announced the upcoming retirement reception for Clerk to the Board 
Kay Draughn, noting that he had inadvertently omitted the reminder during his earlier 
announcements. 

CLOSED SESSION 
Chairman Brittain announced that a closed session is needed and called for a motion. 

Motion: To go into closed session to prevent the disclosure of information that is 
privileged or confidential, to discuss threatened or pending litigation, to preserve 
the attorney-client privilege, to discuss economic development matters, to discuss 
contractual matters (land acquisition) and to discuss personnel matters as 
authorized by NCGS 143-318.11(a) (1), (3), (4), (5) and (6). 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Motion: To come out of closed session. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
Chairman Brittain announced that a proper motion was made to come out of closed session. 

Brian Epley, County Manager, clarified for the record that the Board's earlier motion approving 
the purchase of real property (REID # 6606) located at 722 E. Union Street in Morganton for 
use as a facility-based treatment center referenced an amount of $870,000, while the purchase 
price was $865,000. Mr. Epley explained that the difference was intended to account for closing 
costs and other incidental transaction expenses. A brief discussion ensued regarding whether a 
revised motion was necessary to clarify the record. Kay Draughn, Clerk to the Board, noted that 
the associated Capital Project Ordinance authorized expenditures up to $870,000. Margaret 
Pierce, Finance Director / Deputy County Manager, explained that the authorized amount 
included permits and other miscellaneous acquisition-related costs. Dylan Laws, Wilson, Lackey, 
Rohr & Hall P.C., advised that an additional motion was not required but could help clarify the 
record.  

Motion: To approve the purchase of real property (REID # 6606) located at 722 E. 
Union Street in Morganton for use as a facility-based treatment center with total 
costs not to exceed the amount of $870,000. Further, to authorize the Chairman, 
County Manager and Finance Director to execute closing documentation on behalf of 
the Board. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Barrier, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

ADJOURN 
Motion: To adjourn the meeting at 4:34 p.m. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Burns, Commissioner 
AYES: Jeffrey C. Brittain, Phil Smith, Brian Barrier, Randy Burns, and Mike Stroud 

Approved this 15th day of June 2026
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